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The New Afrikan Creed
1. i believe in the spirituality, humanity and genius of Black People, 
and in Our new pursuit of these values. 
2. i believe in the family and the community, and in the community as 
a family, and i will work to make this concept live.  
3. i believe in the community as more important than the individual. 
4. i believe in constant struggle for freedom, to end oppression and 
build a better world.  i believe in collective struggle; in fashioning 
victory in concert with my brothers and sisters. 
5. i believe that the fundamental reason Our oppression continues is 
that We, as a people, lack the power to control Our lives. 
6. i believe that the fundamental way to gain that power, and end 
oppression, is to build a sovereign Black Nation. 
7. i believe that all the land in America, upon which We have lived for 
a long time, which We have worked and built upon, and which We 
have fought to stay on, is land that belongs to us as a people.  
8. i believe in the Malcolm X Doctrine: that We must organize upon 
this land, and hold a plebiscite, to tell the world by a vote that We are 
free and Our land independent, and that after the vote, We must stand 
ready to defend Ourselves, establishing the nation beyond 
contradiction. 

9. Therefore, i pledge to struggle without cease until We have won 
sovereignty. i pledge to struggle without fail until We have built a 
better condition than the world has yet known.   
10. i will give my life, if that is necessary.  i will give my time, my 
mind, my strength and my wealth because this is necessary. 
11. i will follow my chosen leaders and help them. 
12. i will love my brothers and sisters as myself. 
13. i will steal nothing from a brother or sister, cheat no brother or 
sister, misuse no brother or sister, inform on no brother or sister, and 
spread no gossip. 
14. i will keep myself clean in body, dress and speech, knowing that i 
am a light set on a hill, a true representative of what We are building. 
15. i will be patient and uplifting with my brothers and sisters* and i 
will seek by word and by deed to heal the black family; to bring into 
the movement and into the community, mothers and fathers, brothers 
and sisters left by the wayside. 
Now, freely and of my own will, i pledge this creed, for the sake of 
freedom for my people and a better world, on pain of disgrace and 
banishment if i prove false. For i am, by the inspiration of Our 
ancestors and the Grace of Our Creator— a New Afrikan. 

Re-Build Collective Points of Unity 

*“deaf, dumb and blind” has been replaced by “my brothers and sisters” in point 15 and removed from the last paragraph.  This reflects proposed amendments to the Creed 
made by members of the Rebuild Collective. These proposed amendments have also been forwarded to, but not voted on by the PCC-PGRNA.  

1. We, the descendants of enslaved Afrikans under american rule, upon 
the mainland and in the Caribbean, are NOT americans but members 
of the New Afrikan Nation. 

2. We recognize the ABSOLUTE EQUALITY of EVERY New Afrikan 
National, and OPPOSE ABSOLUTELY  all forms of discrimination 
or oppression based upon sex, gender identity, sexual preference, or 
religion 

3. We assert that the ONLY state that can claim, by right, the allegiance 
of ANY New Afrikan, is an Independent Republic of New Afrika 

4. We are committed to building an Independent, Democratic, Socialist 
Republic of New Afrika upon our National Territory. 

5. We recognize that the right of EVERY New Afrikan to live under the 
protection of a sovereign, independent New Afrikan government is 
ABSOLUTE, and cannot be extinguished by ANY duration of 
foreign rule, nor voted away by any majority of the moment. 

6. We recognize, support and defend the RIGHT of New Afrikans to 
fight for the liberation of the National Territory BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY 

7. We recognize that the american settler colonial project is illegitimate 
in its essence; and as such, the u.s. government has NO legitimate 
sovereign authority over any portion of OUR national territory nor 
ANYWHERE ELSE! 

8. We recognize, support and defend the right of EVERY OPPRESSED 
NATION living under u.s. colonial rule to fight for self-
determination and independence BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY. 

9. We stand in Solidarity with ALL Nations fighting to throw off the 
yoke of colonial and neocolonial oppression. 

10. We demand the release of ALL Political Prisoners and Prisoners of 
War currently held captive in u.s. prisons and jails. 

11. We demand that the u.s. government cease and desist in its efforts to 
capture all New Afrikan exiles, and WE recognize the right of ANY 
New Afrikan to resist enemy capture BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY. 

12. We consider “Free the Land!” to be not merely a slogan of the 
Independence Movement, but a COMMAND to which We ALL are 
subject. 
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  Black August Memorial was founded in 
1978 by the Weusi Gaidi Jamaa Political/
Military Party (Black Guerrilla Family) in 
San Quentin State Prison. Black August 
Memorial is both a commemoration of Our 
fallen New Afrikan Freedom Fighters and a 
reaffirmation of the spirit of Black August 

Resistance which guides 
Our activities and motive 
force 365 days of the year. 
It is vital to the ultimate 
success of Our New Afrikan 
Revolutiinary ambitions that 
we be conscious of WHY 
Our Komrades, Brothas and 
Sistas all, made the ultimate 
sacrifice to stand in 
opposition to Our historic 
oppressor and fight against 
racist terror no matter the 
costs. At the heart of Black 
August Resistance is 
LOVE, genuine 
Revolutionary love for Our 
New Afrikan People and 
oppressed humanity the 
world over. 
   As New Afrikan 

Revolutionary Guerrillas we 
understand that the ultimate expression of 
love is SACRIFICE. Black August 
Memorial is a celebration of the sacrifices 
Our fallen Freedom Fighters made willingly; 
Black August Resistance is Our collective 
acceptance and determination to make 
whatever sacrifices we need to make to 

advance Our Revolutionary cause and the 
welfare of Our New Afrikan People in 
relation to Our ultimate Liberation, and to 
resist ANY force in the way of that goal.  
   As we once again take up this celebration 
of sacrifice, do so with the understanding 
that our results will be directly proportional 
to Our efforts, so let Our efforts live up to 
and surpass the examples set by Our fallen 
Freedom Fighters...and let the oppressors of 
Our People tremble. We will rage on into 
immortality. B.A.M./B.A.R., until we win or 
don't lose. 

Guerrilla Love, 

 Joka Heshima Jinsai &  
 Abdul Olugbala Shakur 
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The Revolutionary Culture of Black August

Photo taken in Soledad O-wing Yard
(from left) George Jackson, Khatari 
Gaulden, Jonathan Jackson, W.L. Nolan
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(excepted from “BLACK AUGUST: THE 
TRUE HISTORY, CULTURE AND 
PRACTICE.” The full article can be found 
at http://breakallchains.blogspot.com/
2011/08/black-august-true-history-culture-
and.html) 
    
  The tradition of fasting, studying and 
educating during Black August was 
developed to help instill self-discipline 
amongst its observers. The fast is also 
intended to serve as a constant reminder of 
the sacrifices of our fallen Freedom Fighters 
and the ongoing oppression of our people. 
The commemorative fast is from sunrise to 
sunset (generally from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm). 
The fast includes refraining from drinking 
liquids and eating food of any kind. The 
meal to break the fast is shared whenever 
possible among comrades. Other forms of 
sacrifice are also encouraged to teach self-
discipline and self-reflection, such as 
abstaining from sex or needless 
consumption (i.e. drug and alcohol use), 
refraining from listening to the corporate 
radio and watching corporate television . 
People are also encouraged to refrain from 
patronizing and using corporate businesses, 
gas stations, department stores, 
supermarkets and grocery stores. 
Traditionally a "Peoples' Feast" is held on 
August 31st to honor the fallen and 
acknowledge our collective sacrifices for the 
greater good. 
   Early on, the Black August practice and 
tradition also observed not only the 
sacrifices of the brothers in California's 
concentration camps, but to commemorate 
the acts of rebellion and resistance that 

occurred within the California Prison Camps 
and by other Black/New Afrikan prisoners, 
prisoners of war and freedom fighters. 
Within the first year(s) of Black August the 
sacrifices and struggles of our ancestors 
against white supremacy, colonialism, and 
imperialism were also included in the 
observation. 
   It must be clear that the purpose of Black   
August as created by the founders was not to 
celebrate, but to observe by individual and 

collective fasting, studying, educating and 
community work, as well as political and 
cultural edutainment. Black August is a 
time to engage in self-reaffirming action to 
advance our struggle for self-determination 
and national liberation, and to 
commemorate actions of resistance, 
revolution and rebellion while promoting 
an understanding and awareness of active 
and proactive acts of resistance. During 
Black August the community is encouraged 
to join in the observation and 
commemoration. Not only are the actions 
of self-discipline suggested, but also 
community members and community 
organizations are encouraged to come 
together, study and educate one another 
about resistance and liberation past and 
present through studying, discussion, 
reading, DVD sharing, cultural 
edutainment, exercising, training and 
breaking fast together. Black August study 
groups are encouraged. 
   It is suggested to write and/or visit 
someone in prison, to fund raise for and 
donate to the prisoners, political prisoners 
and prisoners of war. To observe and 
commemorate Black August each 

individual is encouraged to: 

Drink only water for a suggested 
prolonged period or if really disciplined 
until after sunset from the 1st until the 
31st (Suggested hours are 8am to 6pm); 
Eat only one meal a day after sunset; On 
days called flea days, (1st, 7th, 13th and 
21st), fast 24 hours until next sunset. 
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Black August Commemoration 
Mama Ayanna Mashama  
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Work out an exercise routine for each day 
either individually or in groups. 

Do not use any drugs, mind altering herbs 
or alcoholic beverages during the entire 
month. 

Do not go to any corporate store for 
anything other than medical or health 
related items. 

Do not patronize fast food establishments 
or vendors. 

Eat healthy, natural and nutritious foods 
and meals. 

Observe Black August through 
educational study groups, events and 
commemorations. 

   In the early 1980's under the leadership 
and practice of the Black August Organizing 
Committee (BAOC), the observance and 
practice of Black August spread from the 
concentration camps of California and began 
being practiced by Black/New Afrikan 
revolutionaries throughout the country . In 
alliance with the BAOC, members of the 
New Afrikan Independence Movement 
(NAIM) began practicing and spreading 
Black August during this period. The 
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement (MXGM) 
inherited knowledge and practice of Black 
August from its parent organization, the 
New Afrikan People's Organization 
(NAPO). MXGM began introducing the 
Hip-Hop "generation" to Black August in 
the late 1990's after being inspired by the 
Cuban based New Afrikan political exile 
Nehanda Abiodun to start "Black August 
Hip Hop" benefit concerts to raise 
awareness about our captured and exiled 
Freedom Fighters, our Political Prisoners, 

Prisoners of War, and Political Exiles like 
Hugo Pinell, Ruchel Magee, Mutulu Shakur, 
Sundiata Acoli, Sekou Odinga, the NY 3, the 
Move 9, Assata Shakur, and dozens more. 
The benefits from these political/cultural 
events go to the political prisoner's and their 
legal funds. 
   In the spirit of Black August organizations 
are encouraged to have political, cultural 
and educational events and not celebrations 
or parties. Commemoration and observance 
is a totally different action than celebration 
and partying. Black August was designed 

and brought to our communities to educate, 
agitate and activate the spirit of revolution, 
resistance and rebellion in our people. 
   Along with the Black August Organizing 
Committee, MXGM other organizations and 
individuals are now observing and 
commemorating Black August all over the 
U.S. and the Diaspora including Oakland, 
New York, Philadelphia, Washington D.C., 
Atlanta, Los Angeles, Houston,Dallis, 
Austin, New Orleans, Cuba, Venezuela, 
Haiti, Tanzania, South Africa and Brazil. 
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In Memory of  

Shaka At-Thinnin

   Shaka At-Thinnin was a movement elder, 
former political prisoner, and co-founder of 
the Black August Organizing Committee who 
made his transition on April 23,2022.   
   He came up in the ranks under prison 
movement leader, activist, writer and Black 
Panther Field Marshal George Jackson.   
   After being released from prison, Baba 
Shaka dedicated his life to community through 
his work as an educator, organizer, mentor and 
activist for the freedom of those unjustly 
imprisoned, for those held in solitary 
confinement for long periods and for the 
liberation of all.  

Salute! 

New Afrikan Family Day in Chicago 

 More than 30 years ago, a struggle 
was begun to pressure the state of illinois to 
release prisoners who were given 
indeterminate sentences, but who were 
coming home in fewer & fewer numbers 
every year. They were given what was 
essentially a "sham" offer of parole, because 
it was always denied because of "the 
seriousness of the offense". These prisoners 
were usually incarcerated in the late 60s & 
early 70s, so they were beginning to do more 
time than newer prisoners who were 
convicted of similar offenses. Their prison 
number usually began with a 'C', thus they 
were referred to as 'C-Number' prisoners. Our 
comrad, Yaki, was a 'C-Number'. 
 On July 9th, past organizers of the 
"Annual C-Number Picnic", which included 
the "Campaign in Support of C-Number 
Prisoners", "Shut-Up Prison Ministry", 
"Reaching Back Ministries", & "Cluster of 
Roses" came together to have the 1st "New 
Afrikan Family Day Bar- 
B-Q". After more than 20 years of this annual 
gathering, organizers felt that re-naming the 
event was right & proper, given our 
understanding that when the empire captures 

a New Afrikan, the whole family 
suffers as the struggle is undertaken 
to have our loved one returned safely 
& quickly. 
 It was a beautiful day, and We 
had the largest turnout in memory. 
Children bounced in a bouncy house, 
while others ran barefoot in the park 
as they chased playballs and each 
other. The adults danced, ate good 
food & played chess. Our drummers 
laid down some tight rhythms and a 
recently returned comrad brought out 
his drum & joined in! Another brothe 

who had been down for fifty years spoke 
about how much things have changed...and 
how much they have stayed the same. His 
words were inspirational, tho, because of the 
fire in his belly! Two young comrads also 
spoke well, reminding us that the struggle is 
still for land and independence. 

A Luta Continua! 
Pamoja Tutashinde! 
Re-Build! 
Free The Land! 
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Atlanta’s 31st Malcolm X Festival 

Atlanta’s New Afrikan community 
celebrated it 31st Malcolm X Festival after 
a two year hiatus due to the COVID 19 
pandemic. Thousands attended the cultural 
event sponsored by the Malcolm X 
Grassroots Movement and non-profit 
organization. Community Aid and 
Development. The program was hosted by 

attorney and organizer Mawuli Davis and 
educator and artist Mshairi Ya Uwezo.         
   Artists performing included Mausiki 
Scales and the Common Ground 
Collective, Sa-Roc, Ras Kofi da Farmah, 
Ishues, and the Islamic acapella ensemble 
Da Wah. Speakers included Kareemah 
Hanifa of the Inner City Muslim 
Network , Reginald Muhammad of the 
National Reparations Institute, Minister 
Server of the Temple of Hip Hop, and 
Lakeem Woodbine of the Imam Jamil 
Action Network (IJAN) and State 
Representative Mabel Thomas. 

   The Festival always emphasizes youth 
participation and the New Afrikan Scouts, 
Kilombo Academic and Cultural Institute, 
and the TSK (Tamu Suma Kanyama) 
Prepatory Academy all demonstrated 
intellectual excellence, cultural proficiency, 
coordination and discipline necessary for 
nation-building. The youth artists of the We 
Need You Project of Black Man’s Lab also 
presented an example of liberation 
organizing  through art and activism  
   Festival attendees also received literature 
concerning the campaigns of political 
prisoners including Dr. Mutulu Shakur, 
Imam Jamil Al-Amin, and Kamau Sadiki. 
Friends of the Congo also distributed 
information in solidarity with the people of 
that central African country. 
   Initiated by members of the New Afrikan 
People’s Organization over three decades 
ago, the festival is a cultural institution in 

the metropolitan Atlanta area promoting 
self-determination, Pan-Africanism, and 
self-reliance. The festival is located in the 
West End Park, affectionately re-named 
“Malcolm X Park” by the New Afrikan 
community in Atlanta due to the 
significance of the festival. The park is also 
adjacent to West End Community Masjid, 
the spiritual community of Imam Jamil Al-
Amin (aka H.Rap Brown). For information 
about the festival, please go to 
www.malcolmxfestival.com. 

We want to 
hear from you! 
We would like to extend a call for 
submissions to the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement  

Article submissions should be 
between 500 and 2,500 words.   

Please send your submissions or 
other communications to: 
info@rebuildcollective.org.   

Submissions or letters by mail 
should be sent to:  

Re-Build! c/o Spear and Shield 
Publications, 1321 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. Suite 441.Chicago, IL 60642  

• @Rebuild2Win  
• Send donations to 
$RBC2018

mailto:info@rebuildcollective.org
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New Afrikan Womanist Caucus 
Statement 
February 11th, 2022  
*adapted July, 2022 for Re-Build 
Collective  
    
  The New Afrikan Womanist 
Caucus calls on all those who 
believe in love, liberation, and 
justice to join the call to free Dr. 
Mutulu Shakur and all political 
prisoners, prisoners of war, and our 
comrades in political exile. We 
situate ourselves in a long legacy of 
revolutionary struggle, grounded in 
the belief that Black/New Afrikan 
people have a right to self-
determination, land, and 
independence. These are our human 
rights, thus we fight to defend them. 
These are the human rights of all 
Black people, thus we fight for the 
freedom and liberation of all Black 
people. 
   Dr. Mutulu Shakur taught us that 
“people struggle for liberation 
because they love people.”  
   He lived and embodied this in all that he 
did. From the struggle for community 
control and the education of Black children 
in Oceanhill-Brownsville in Brooklyn, New 
York, to the fight to heal our people from 
addiction through the Lincoln Detox Center 
in the Bronx, to the support of liberation 
struggles inside and outside of the U.S. 
Empire, Dr. Mutulu Shakur radically loved 
us.  
   He loved us despite state repression and 
the FBI’s COINTEL Program. He loved us, 
and continues to love us, despite torture and 

prison cell walls. And he loves us despite 
illness and age.  
He loved us through the ultimate sacrifice – 
his life and freedom.  
   NAWC comes to you, our people, to urge 
you to take the fight to free political 
prisoners to heart. We cannot call ourselves 
revolutionaries, we cannot call ourselves 
freedom fighters, if we do not fight for the 
freedom of those who fought for us.  
   Let us be very clear, the U.S. Government 
does not recognize political prisoners or 
prisoners of war. Thus, we must build the 
movements necessary to stop the genocidal 

conditions of our people, to 
win the freedom of our 
political prisoners, and to 
bring our comrades in exile 
home. It is going to take all of 
us, comrades.         
   We leave you with an 
excerpt from our comrade and 
political exile, Assata Shakur, 
who in a letter from Havana, 
Cuba commemorating the 
birthday of our comrade and 
political prisoner, Sundiata 
Acoli, wrote: 
   “We must make the 
liberation of political 
prisoners a number one 
priority. We must make our 
voices heard. We must let this 
government know that we’re 
tired of oppression, we’re 
tired of repression and we 
want our freedom fighters 
free.”   
   This is our charge, this is 

our call to action. Let it ring in 
the streets, echo in our organizations, and 
reverberate in our movements. Like 
liberation, love, specifically Black love, is a 
verb. We must put it into action and free Dr. 
Mutulu Shakur, now! What’s the call? 
Free’Em All!        

Stand with the #FreeMutuluNow Campaign 
and demand a compassionate release of 
Baba Dr. Mutulu Shakur! Check out  
linktr.ee/FreeMutuluNow for updates on 
plugging into the Campaign.  
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Black Love in Action for Dr. Mutulu Shakur 
New Afrikan Womanist Caucus Statement (MXGM/NAPO) 
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    On Friday, June 24 2022, the Supreme 
Court of the United States (SCOTUS) struck 
down the constitutional right to an abortion 
in the case of Dobbs v. Jackson (MS) 
Women’s Health Organization. This decision 
effectively overturned the 1973 Roe v. Wade 
and the 1992 Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
decisions that first declared and affirmed 
women’s constitutional right to abortion. 
   This ruling by the judicial branch of the 
United States government is an intrusion of 
the stateinto peoples’ personal lives. As a 
colonized nation seeking independence and 
self-determination, We automatically and 
categorically reject this decision and all that 
it implies. 
The right to the legal and safe medical 
procedure known as an abortion, the right to 
terminatea pregnancy and the right to give 
birth to and to parent a child, is a human 
right not a civil one.We unequivocally call 
for the recognition of this international 
human right, as well as the struggle for 
democratic rights within the settler colony of 
the US. We stand with all those resisting this 
latest blow by the US government. 
   Additionally, this ruling shows the 
backwardness of the American empire 
juxtaposed to the other nations of the world, 
including Catholic ones, that not only affirm 
this human right but also provide a variety 
of mechanisms that insure women and 
mothering are affirmed, such as paid 
maternity leave, and quality pre-natal and 
maternal health care. 
   Recognizing that the United Nations 
international definition of genocide includes 
“Imposing measures intended to prevent 
births within [a] group,” We also recognize 
and affirm that Afrikan women as mothers; 

grandmothers; aunties; doulas; midwives; 
herbalists; root workers and priests have 
used their knowledge and skills both to 
address fertility and terminate pregnancies 
since time immemorial. We also understand 
that family planning and access to birth 
control, historically, is essential to 
ameliorating some of the effects of poverty, 
a symptom of a colonized nation under 
white supremacist capitalist rule. 
   The increased restrictions and outright 
bans that will flow from this ruling will not 
only have devastating effects on New 
Afrikan women and girls, but also on 
immigrants from Afrika and the diaspora, as 
well as Afrikan and New Afrikan gender 
outlaws - those persons who identify as 
trans, non-binary, gender nonconforming 
and queer - who also give birth.  We stand in 
absolute solidarity with them and the fight to 
secure this democratic, human right within 
the US. 
The devastation that will occur as a result of 
the criminalization of abortion also includes 
increased surveillance of New Afrikan and 
other peoples, including gender outlaws, and 
the further erosions of the safety and well-
being of these persons who are being held in 
municipal, county, state and federal prisons 
and detention centers. We unequivocally 
condemn these current and future human 
rights violations. 
   The election of Donald Trump as the 45th 
president of the United States laid bare the 
illegitimacy of the institution of the 
presidency. The SCOTUS’ recent ruling has 
now laid bare the illegitimacy of this branch 
of government, the “highest” court in the 
land, that affirms that the laws of this 
country either follow or violate the U.S. 

constitution, the foundational anti-black 
document that did not recognize the 
humanity of Afrikan people. 
   In their zeal to take power and carry out 
their agenda - shaping the US empire into 
the fascist wasteland of their desires - the 
ruling class selected and confirmed three 
conservative judges who boldly lied about 
their intentions to honor and uphold the 
precedent of Roe, ignoring their court’s own 
time-honored tradition. All branches of the 
United States government - executive, 
legislative and judicial - are illegitimate and 
an enemy to the planet and all freedom-
seeking and freedom-loving peoples who 
live here. We stand with all those in 
resistance to it. 

Smash Patriarchy! 
Re-Build to Win! 
Free the Land! 

The Rebuild Collective is a New Afrikan 
Independence Movement Formation founded 
by New Afrikan Nationalists, inspired by the 
thought of Movement theoretician Atiba 
Shanna, and committed to winning the 
struggle for Independence and Socialism. 
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Statement of the Re-Build Collective on 
SCOTUS Overturning Roe V. Wade 
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Dear Mama,   
    You were born two years after the brutal 
lynching-murdering of Emmett Till in 
Mississippi. i was born six years after the 
Detroit rebellion, which was ignited because 
of settler police brutality at an after-hour 
joint towards New Afrikans. You were born 
in an era that was marked with white settler 
terrorism and i was born in an era that was 
marked by police terrorism. As a New 
Afrikan girl/woman and as a New Afrikan 
boy/man, we have both lived Our lives 
under the shadow of the brutality  and 
oppression that white amerikkka has been 
perpetuating on us for centuries..   
    Both incidents were rooted in the 
political, social, and economic consequences 
of national oppression that New Afrikan 
(Black) people still feelt to this day. .  When 
i think of Emmett Till, i can’t help but think 
about Mike Brown. i didn’t realize, or 
maybe i had forgotten that both Emmet Till 
and Mike Brown were murdered in August.  
Emmett Till on August 28th 1955 in 
Mississippi and Mike Brown 59  years later, 
in Ferguson, Missouri on August 9, 2014.  
    Mama, as i think about the murders of 
these two young brothers  i can hear the 
voice of Billie Holiday singing the  opening 
verse of Strange Fruit: 

  
Southern trees bear a strange fruit 
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root 
Black bodies swinging in the southern 
breeze 
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees 

    Did you know Mama, that the song was 
written about the 1930 lynching of Thomas 
Shipp and Abram Smith in Marion, Indiana? 
Did you know that they were lynched in 

August too.  August 7th to be exact.  i 
didn’t. It’s interesting that though the 
lynching that inspired the song happened in 
the North, the song only mentions the 
South.  i guess it’s like Malcolm said, “as 
long as you are south of the Canadian 
border, you’re in the South.”   
    The murders of Thomas Shipp and Abram 
Smith gave birth to a song.  The murders of 
Emmett Till and Mike Brown gave birth to 
movements.   
    Though the u.s. settler state  became more 
sophisticated, in the in the way it exercises 
its rule; the reality of oppressive conditions 
and the brutalizing of Our people have 
remained the same.   
    Fortunately, social conditions have a way 
of awakening oppressed people. H. Rap 
Brown once said, “social conditions have 
created more revolutionaries than i ever 
did.”  
   Trayvon Martin was murdered before 
Mike Brown, but his killing and the killings 
of other  New Afrikans had planted the seeds 

of rebellion.  In Ferguson those seeds broke 
ground and bloomed into an uprising.  
    As a result, that anger and rage sparked a 
Movement inspired by the young people of 
Ferguson who had been baptized and 
politicized by tear gas and rubber bullets 
who pants were sagging, weave was in their 
hair, they spoke broken English, some left 
their good paying jobs, and many lived out 
their backpacks as they got activated from 
action to action. They were bringing life to 
the famous quote by Frantz Fanon, “each 
generation must, out of relative obscurity, 
discover its mission, fulfill it, or betray it.”   
   After sitting at homewatching on TV how 
Our young people were out there fighting 
for Our freedom against incredible odds—i 
was inspired and was ready to join that 
fight.  That’s how you raised me. Not to sit 
on the sideline and watch, but to get off my 
ass and do something.   
    i arrived a few days after the settler state 
of Missouri had lifted the curfew.  A local 
church had opened their doors to the 
emerging New AfrikanFreedom Fighters to 
use as  a base of operations i and many 
others took them up on their offer.   
    The air was thick with resistance and 
opportunism. That night i had a chance with 
other organizers and activist (my time in 
Ferguson taught me that every revolutionary 
is an organizer and activist, but not every 
organizer and activist is a revolutionary) 
from out of state to sit and listen to the 
young people tell Us what sparked them to 
get out in the streets to fight for Our 
freedom:  
   “We were standing with Our elders. We 
were standing with the pastors. They were 
leading Us. We were at the police station 
standing in solidarity against the murdering 
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of Mike Brown. Our anger was boiling. Our 
rage was on 10. We had a right to be angry. 
We had a right to be filled with rage. The 
killingof Mike Brown was unacceptable to 
Us. As We stood their protesting the police 
began to shoot tear gas and rubber bullets 
at Us. The elders abandoned Us. The 
pastors abandoned Us. We moved to the 
front to protect the children and women. 
That was how We got baptized.”  
    We all looked at these young people with 
nothing but admiration in Our eyes.  We 
were speechless. At that moment you had to 
sit with what had just been said and process 
it. Shortly after that you could sense the 
room of Us being divided into those who 
were there to have boots on the ground and 
others who were there to make a name off 
the young people.  
     This wasn't young people who bounce 
their head to the revolutionary music of 
Dead Prez or dressed in the newest Red, 
Black & Green clothing, but youth from the 
hardcore streets who were sick and tired of 
being brutalized by settler racist police. 
They overstood right then that for their lives 
to MATTER then they must take their lives 
into their own hands to EXERCISE their 
right to resist settler violence Black SELF-
DETERMINATION, which was/is the root 
of the New Afrika liberation struggle.          
     Going to Ferguson was one of the most 
educational opportunities of my life. Up to 
that point i could reference Watts rebellion 
in 65 or Our beloved Detroit rebellion in 67 
but being in the fire was the baptism i 
needed at that time in my political and social 
development. The first opportunity i got to 
speak i said, “i was there to learn.” Taking 
that approach allowed me to be welcomed in 
vs coming in imposing what i thought. The 
young folks were receptive. i passed out 
some books that i brought with me,engaged 
in political educationencouraged when 
necessary, followed the young people 
eagerly, and led when asked. 

   You know what's funny is that, once it got 
dark the atmosphere change dramatically. 
The settler police were out hunting. 
However, that didn’t deter young aspiring 
revolutionaries, communists, muslims, 
radicals, feminists, regular folks, and 
seasoned veterans from standing on corners 
debating ideas. The political discussions 
were heavy and intense 
    Can i share with you another thing that i 
learned in Ferguson from the youth? If the 
young folks treated their act of protest-
rebellion as recreation, then white folks and 
others from the outside could come in and 
exploit them. As the protest got more serious 
sodid they. They no longer were acting like 
Pookie or Keisha from the block.  They 
were transforming. They were becoming 
rebels.   
    They were going through the same 
process that createdAfeni, Assata ,Bunchy 
andFred Hampton.   They were developing a 
political consciousnessthat manifested itself 
in the desire of many to function in some 
type of organized formation. 
Thisrequiredthem to be more disciplined, 
develop protocols and rules of 
engagement,so that Black outsiders and 
white folks had to come in and respect their 
leadership. That took time to develop but it 
happened. You would have been proud of 
them Mama. .       

    My awakening came in prison, when, at 
the age of  21, i committed my life to the 
fight for LAND, INDEPENDENCE  and 
SOCIALISM.  Their awakening was the 
brutal death of one of their peers. The Black 
liberation struggle operated in the 
background of their minds; a part of their 
history they were not consciously connected 
to. But in any oppressed community, the 
natives soon realize they have two options: 
either they can accept their oppression or 
fight against it. Mike Brown’s murder was 
the baptizing that his generation needed to 
activate them.   
    i never got a chance to hear your thoughts 
on what you thought about the Black Lives 
Matter Movement. i can say without 
hesitation if the youth wasn’t out in the 
streets rebelling in Ferguson, Missouri there 
would be no Black Lives Matter Movement.         
The murder of Trayvon Martin inspired the 
slogan Black Lives Matter, but the murder of 
Mike Brown help transform that slogan of 
Black Lives Matter into a Movement for 
Black Lives in Ferguson, Missouri. It was 
tthe action of the youth that made Mike 
Brown  the Emmett Till of his generation. A 
generation that was raised in a cesspool of 
social confusion leaving them to be social 
predators. Sound familiar Mama?  

From one Generation to the Next  
Your Son,  
Yusef Bunchy Shakur 
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    In the Summer 2021 issue of Re-Build! 
We printed a review of  New York Times 
columnist Charles Blow’s most recent book 
entitled “The Devil You Know: A Black 
Power Manifesto.  For those readers who 
may not have read that review or who may 
be unfamiliar with this book, Blow makes 
the argument that if New Afrikan people (he 
says Black of course) seek to win and hold 
any significant political power, We must 
return, en masse, to the South.   
    Blow’s argument is informed by current 
demographic realities as well as 
demographic projections that indicate that 
New Afrikans, barring a targeted mass 
return to the South, will not only remain in 
the minority in every one of the 50 states, 
but that within 30 years time We will be 
only the fourth largest population group; 
outnumbered by whites, Latinos and Asians.  
And while the Latino population is slated to 
obtain majority status in several 
southwestern states over that time frame, 
New Afrikans are on a trajectory to remain 
in the minority everywhere.     
    His answer: GO HOME! Reverse the 
great migration. Return to the Black-Belt 
(Our National Territory).  Leave the 
“destination cities” in which your parents 
and grandparents sought refuge and go back  
to the places that they fled. 
    Blow asserts that such strategic 
remigration will enable “Blacks” to become 
initially the plurality of the voters in the 
“coalitions” that elect statewide office 
holders (U.S. Senators and Governors in 
particular) and ultimately the majority of the 
voting populations in these states.  This he 
argues will allow for the exercise of “Black” 
political power through “radical federalism;” 

that is, using the power granted to states 
under the U.S. Constitution to 
fundamentally change black life.   
  The purpose of the  book review was to 
inform our readers about Blow’s book, to 
encourage them to read it, and most 
importantly, to encourage New Afrikan 
Nationalists to see in the book a tool to 
engage New Afrikans outside of the 
movement around the idea of building 
power in the South.  However, unlike Blow, 
We should be sure  to use this opportunity to 
expose the inherent limitations of “radical 
federalism” and the necessity of 
independence and socialism, if we are ever 
to truly attain National Liberation.  
  The purpose of this article is to encourage 
New Afrikan Nationalists currently living 
outside of the National Territory to begin 
actively planning to make the move to the 
National Territory; to go home.   
   Clearly making such a transition will not 
be an easy thing for most New Afrikans to 
do.  We are an overwhelmingly working 
class people, and many of us at present 
barely have the resources to cover the most 
basic needs of ourselves and our families.  
We have children in schools, elders for 
whom we are primary caregivers and those 
of us who are fortunate enough to have more 
or less stable incomes are generally required 
to stay put if we are going to continue to 
enjoy the benefits of that stability 
    It is precisely because making the 
transition back to the National Territory will 
prove so difficult for so many that beginning 
to plan NOW is so important.  
   Leaving the places that We have lived in 
and come to know (however oppressive and/
or impoverished the conditions), ALWAYS 

involves a degree of uncertainty.  That is 
why the absolutely desperate, those who are 
not particularly tied to the places they reside 
and those who have more resources have 
historically been the most inclined to make 
such moves.  
  So it was in the “Great Migration” of the 
early and mid 20th century and so it has 
been with the reverse migration that We 
have seen over the past 30 years.    
  Also, as was the case during the “Great 
Migration,” the majority of those now 
making the move South are doing so in 
pursuit of easier or more fulfilling lives and 
greater economic opportunities.   
  However, for those of us who  believe in 
AND have committed ourselves to the 
struggle for Land, Independence, and 
Socialism, our decisions cannot be based 
solely or even primarily on that which is 
most advantageous to us personally.  We 
must be guided by the needs of the 
movement and the words of the New 
Afrikan Creed.  The words which We print 
in our literature and recite when We come 
together for this or that event or 
commemoration must be made real through 
our actions.  
  When We recite the New Afrikan Creed We 
say “I believe in the Malcolm X doctrine: 
that We must organize upon this land and 
hold a plebiscite, to tell the world by a vote 
that We are free and the land independent, 
and that after the vote, We must stand ready 
to defend ourselves, establishing the nation 
beyond contradiction.” 
  The Creed doesn’t say “I believe it would 
be good, if there are no difficulties involved, 
to organize upon this land,” it says We must 
organize upon this land.  And “this land” 
means throughout the National Territory; 
not only in the most economically and 
culturally advanced parts.   
  That is not to say that one should not take 
economic and a myriad of other factors into 
consideration;  especially since the idea is 
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not merely to go home, but to stay.  Indeed 
We should actively work to make the 
process of transitioning as easy as possible 
for ourselves and others who are seeking to 
make the move. It is only to say that We 
must be prepared to sacrifice comforts and 
security so that the aspirations of our people 
to be self-governing can be realized.   
  Lastly, when We recite the New Afrikan 
Creed, We also say, “i will give my life if 
that is necessary. i will give my time, my 
mind, my strength and my wealth because 
this IS necessary.” 
  Either We mean this when We say it, or We 
don’t.  And if we don’t mean it, perhaps we 
should stop saying it.  But if We do mean it, 
then We should at least be willing to do what 
it takes to have a presence on the land that 
We have pledged to liberate.   
  If We are not willing to do this, then We 
had better reconcile ourselves to remaining 
america’s niggers; securely bound to the 
bottom rungs of society in a dying empire. 
At least, that is, for as long as We are able to 
survive it.  Or, perhaps more honestly, for as 
long as it suits the empire to keep us around. 
  We are an embattled colonized nation. And 
in our broader struggle for Land, 
Independence, and Socialism, there are 
many smaller battles that must be waged and 
won. The most important of these is the 
struggle for national consciousness. The 
struggle for power as a demographic 
majority is also critical.  Without the first 
there can be no mass movement for 
independence; without the later, there will 
be no material basis for the Republic of New 
Afrika that We have envisioned, and in 
pursuit of which so many have endured 
imprisonment and made the ultimate 
sacrifice.   

GO HOME!  SMASH THE NEO-
CONFEDERACY! FREE THE LAND!  
RE-BUILD TO WIN! 
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    "In the wake of Trayvon Martin’s murder and 
George Zimmerman’s acquittal, “No Doubt: 
The Murder of Oscar Grant” is a necessary 
book. Thandisizwe Chimurenga dissects the 
defense that was mounted for Grant’s killer 
and shows how the legal supports for murders 
of young Black and Latino people are 
constructed. In tracing each step in the 
successful effort to keep Grant’s killer from 
being convicted of murder, she provides a 
stunning analysis of how white supremacy is 
reinforced and planted ever deeper in U.S. 
society and government. This is crucial 
knowledge for anyone who works to replace 
racism with justice." 

~ Laura Whitehorn, Editor, The War Before: 
The True Life Story of Becoming a Black 
Panther, Keeping the Faith in Prison, and 
Fighting for Those Left Behind by Safiya 

“This engaging and thought provoking book on 
reparations is a must read for anyone who dares 
to consider redress for Black people beyond the 
limits of financial compensation. In other 
words, Thandisizwe Chimurenga joins forces 
with other activists calling for material 
compensation, while calling for the end of the 
social conditions that give rise to the economic 
and political ledger of our lives. This is a book 
with the courage to argue for and demand what 
was stolen—everything. 

Frank B. Wilderson III, Professor 
African American Studies @ UC Irvine 

Author: Afro-Pessimism; Incognegro: A 
Memoir of Exile and Apartheid; Red, 
White & Black: Cinema and the 
Structure of U.S. Antagonisms.
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South Africa calls for Israel 
to be declared an 
“apartheid state” 
  July 26, 2022— South African 
government has expressed concerns that 
Israel’s continued occupation of “significant 
portions of the West Bank” and the 
development of new settlements there “are 
glaring examples of violations of 
international law” as the longrunning Israel-
Palestine conflict goes on. 
   “The Palestinian narrative evokes 
experiences of South Africa’s own history of 
racial segregation and oppression,” Naledi 
Pandor, South Africa’s minister of 
international relations and cooperation, said 
at the second meeting of the Palestinian 
Heads of Mission in Africa, held in the 
capital Pretoria. 
“As oppressed South Africans, we 
experienced firsthand the effects of racial 
inequality, discrimination and denial and we 
cannot stand by while another generation of 
Palestinians are left behind,” she said 
___________________________________ 

Border poll by 2030, say Sinn 
Féin leader Mary Lou 
McDonald    
   July 21, 2022— Speaking to the National 
Press Club of Australia in Canberra, she said 
violence would not “throw us off our 
democratic course” and said a referendum 
on a united Ireland would take place “in this 
decade.”    McDonald said the island was “in 
the end days of partition.” 
   She continued: “The momentum behind 
Irish unity is unprecedented. We are 

energised with the opportunity to build a 
new United Ireland. 
    “We have the generation that can - that 
will - redefine our nation. The Good Friday 
(Belfast) Agreement provides for 
referendums on Irish unity, and I believe that 
these will happen in this decade, so we must 
prepare. 
____________________________________ 

Cuba Assembly opens door to 
gay marriage, other family 
rights   
   July 22, 2022—Cuba’s National Assembly 
on Friday approved a sweeping update of its 
family law which opens the door to allowing 
gay marriage, greater women’s rights, and 
increased protections for children, the 
elderly and other family members. 
The new Families Code will be put to a 
referendum vote on September 25 after 
being debated in community meetings 
earlier this year, where organisers said 62 
percent of participants expressed their 
support 
—————————————————— 
Nicola Sturgeon confident of 
victory in 2023 Scottish 
independence vote
   The First Minister, during a series of 
interviews on Monday morning, insisted 
plans for the ballot will not be derailed by 
Covid or the war in Ukraine. 
She also dismissed criticism of her 
government over unpublished legal 
advice about indyref2. 
   In the early months of the Covid-19 
pandemic, support for Scottish 
independence hit record highs – rising to 

58%. But that figure has dipped since, with 
Scots more evenly split on the constitutional 
question. 
   Sturgeon, speaking in the lead up to 
Thursday’s council elections, said she 
thought Scots would still opt to leave the 
UK if given the chance in another 
referendum – which she says is on track to 
be held by the end of next year.
  “I set out my thinking on this at the 
Scottish Parliament elections last year when 
I put myself up for re-election as First 
Minister and my government for re-
election,” she said on BBC Breakfast. “We 
said that we wanted to offer people the 
choice of independence in the first half of 
this Scottish parliamentary term which 
means before the end of next year – 2023.”
  She added: “I’m convinced that when 
people get that choice again they will vote 
for Scotland to be independent – most of the 
promises that were made to Scotland at the 
last referendum by those who argued against 
independence – not least that we’d continue 
to be in the European Union – have been 
broken.
____________________________________

Brazil’s Bolsonaro officially 
launches re-election bid   
  “The army is on our side,” he told cheering 
supporters. “It’s an army that doesn’t accept 
corruption, doesn’t accept fraud. This is an 
army that wants transparency.” 
   With his image battered by inflation, 
Bolsonaro is down almost 20 percentage 
points in some polls compared to Lula, who 
governed the nation from 2003 through 2010 
and lifted millions out of poverty thanks to 
aggressive social spending during a period 
of rapid commodity-driven growth. 
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People's Advocacy Institute 
is raising funds to support 
the Bring Sundiata Acoli 
Home Alliance (BSAHA)  

Dear Friends, 
  
   We Won! May 25th, 2022, Sundiata 
Acoli walked out of prison into the 
arms of his family and loved ones! We 
knew this day was coming but wanted 
to ensure it was official and that we 
saw it with our own eyes. As you can 
imagine, after 49 years, Sundiata is 
finally able to spend time with his 
family and we want to make sure we 
respect these precious moments. 
   For people incarcerated in prison, 
there is no 401k, no savings plan, and 
no pension. It's up to all of us to 
provide that. We ask for your 
generous support to allow Sundiata 
to enjoy his years of freedom with 
the financial stability he deserves.   
   As an octogenarian with his health 
continuing to decline, he is in dire 
need of quality comprehensive health 
care. He was one of the oldest people 
incarcerated in the nation. He 
contracted Covid-19 in 2020, 
requiring hospitalization and is 
experiencing post-Covid health 
complications; it exacerbated his 
cardiovascular disease, hypertension, 
emphysema, and glaucoma. He is also 
experiencing dementia. 

   All donations received will go to 
Sundiata's family to provide the 
necessary care for him. 
   The work to free him was 
exhausting, but we are not done yet. 
We are committed to making sure he 

enjoys this next chapter of his life as a 
free man. 

Please donate here - https://
secure.actblue.com/donate/
bringsundiataacolihome   

#WeBroughtSundiataHome
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