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NEW AFRIKAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

WE, Black People in America, in consequence of arriving at a knowledge of ourselves as
a people with dignity, long deprived of that knowledge; as a consequence of revolting with
every decimal of our collective and individual beings against the oppression that for three
hundred years has destroyed and broken and warped the bodies and minds and spirits

of our people in America, in consequence of our raging desire to be free of this oppression,

to destroy this oppression wherever it assaults’ humankind in the world, and in
consequence of inextinguishable determination to go a different way, to build anew and
better world, do hereby declare ourselves forever free and independent of the jurisdiction
of the United State of America and the obligations which that country’s unilateral decision
to make our ancestors and ourselves paper-citizens placedonus.

- We claim no rights from the United States of America other than those rights
belonging to human beings anywhere in the world, and these include the righttodamages,
reparations, due us from the grievous injuries sustained by our ancestors and ourselves
by reason of United States lawlessness.

Oursis arevolution against oppression——our own oppression and that of all people
in the world. And it is a revolution for a better life, a better station for all, a surer harmony
with the forces of life in the universe. We therefore see these aims as the aims of our
revolution:

"« To free black people in America from oppression;

» To support and wage the world revolution until all people everywhere are so free,

* To build a new Society that is better than what We now know and as perfect as We can
make it; '

« To assure all people in the New Society maximum opportunity and equal access to that
maximum;

* To promote industriousness. responsibility, scholarship. and service.

» To create conditions in which freedom of religion abounds and the pursuit of God and/
or destiny, place and purpose of humankind in the Universe will be without hindrance;

*Tobuild a Black independent nation where nosector religlous creed subverts or impedes

the building of the New Society, the New State Government, or achievement of the Aims

. of the Revolution as set forth in this Declaration; v

* To end exploitation of human beings by each other or the environment

* To assure equality of rights for the sexes;

* To end color and class discrimination, while not abolishirg salubrious diversity and to
promote self-respect and mutual understanding among all peoplein the society;

* To protect and promote the personal dignity and integrity of the individual, and his or
‘her natural rights;

* To place the major means of production and trade in the trust of the state to assure the -

_benefits of this earth and our genius and labor to society and all its members, and
» To encourage and reward the individual for hard work and initiative and insight and
devotion to the Revolution. : .

In mutual trust and great expectation, We the undersigned, for ourselves and for
those who look to us but are unable personally to affix their signatures hereto, do join
in this solemn Declaration of Independence, and to support this Declaration and to
assure the success of the Revolution, We pledge without reservation ourselves, our

talents, and all our worldly goods.
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Remembering Henry Adams:
A New Afrikan Leader who Struggled For
- ... Landand Independence
Asrevolutionary New Afrikans, Ournational culfure isthe
historical struggle to fulfill the mandate of Land and

Independence. Our Comrad Y aki stresses to Us thatitis

extremely necessary that the New Afrikan Independence
Movement (NAIM) assert, at every opportunity, its sepa-
rate (national) identity from all movements which do not
seek the establishment. — of a sovereign and independent
nation-state for Afrikans inthe U.S., because the failure to
do so will impede the national liberation struggle. We
distinguish Ourselves from false nationalism in all its
metaphysical and cultural expressions. , '
It was Frantz Fanon who made this distinction
crystal clear when he said: , . ‘
- Isayagain that no speech-making and no procla-
mation concerning culture will turn Us from Our funda-
mentaltasks: the liberation of the National Territory; [and]

a continuous struggle against colonialism in all its new.

forms.... o :

Our distinction establishes Our national identity
and culture of resistance. In Our cultural gatherings and
during Our rituals We must remember and honor those
distinguished New Afrikan leaders who dedicated their
livesto Land, Independence, and Self-Government. Dur-
ing slavery/kkkolonialism many of these New Afrikan

leaders led escapes and established communities in the

woods, mountains, and swamps. Others organized rebel-
lions aimed at freeing slaves and liberating territory from
which to build an independent state. -

In the reconstruction/neo-kkkolonial era, New
Afrikanleaders — Exodusters — soughtindependentland
anywhere. One of the Exodusters was the dedicated na-
tionalist leader Henry Adams, Adams was a committed
grassroots organizer; he and other New Afrikan men,
some ex-union soldiers formed what they called ‘the
Committee’. As many as 500 New Afrikan men took part
in this public clandestine organization. The Committee
functioned as a secret intelligence group gathering infor-
mation on the plight of the New Afrikan masses and
assisted the masses with their problems. Committee mem-
bers were able torelay the concerns of the people because
they went into the field and worked with them. '

- For Adamsand otherCommittee members, work-
ing amongst the New Afrikan masses was costly and
dangerous; though they organized in a clandestine man-
ner, they were often suspected a$ being affiliated with the
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Committee. Once suspected by the ‘white league’,a
kkkolonial terrorist organization, suspected Commit-
tee members were fired from their jobs, tortured, or
brutally murdered. As a suspected Committee mem-
ber, onelived under the threat of death. Attimes, with
his pockets empty and a noose hanging over his head,
Adams remained committed to the New: 'Afrikan

After working amongst the New Afrikan
masses from 1870-1876, the Committee concluded
that New Afrikans would remain wretched and teiror-
ized ifthey remained in the South. In 1877 the Coni-
mittee became the Colonization Council; the new
organization advocated emigration, leaving from the
South; and colonization, collective pioneering to ac-
quire Land and establish Self-Government either in
Liberia (Afrika) or in Kansas. Until his death Henry
Adamswasloyaltohisvisionand pursuitof Land and
Independence. o

 Inexamining the life of Henry Adams, mak-
ing the past serve the present, We discover he was a
dedicated New Afrikan community organizer. As
members of the New Afrikan Independence Move-
ment today, how many of Us are dedicated commu-
nity organizers and are loyal to the New Afrikan
masses? Does Our social practice reflect ‘from the
masses to the masses’ ? Are We confined torhetoric,
commandism, tailism, adventurism, or revolutionary
intellectualism? Without the New Afrikan masses
organized We will never obtain Land and Indepen-
dence; ‘FREE THE LAND' will remain justa battle
cty, adream: The major weakness of the New Affikan
Independence Movement is the lack of skilled cadre
who have community organizing capabilities. We
musttumthis weaknessintoa strength; let Usinternal-
izé the organizing spirit of Henry Adams. )

Lo T —Cinque Kofi Kinaya

reprintedfrom ‘NewAfrikan PrisonerBulletin'(March,
1996), The Freedom Network, NIS&G publishing,

654 Franklin Rd, Pontiac, MI 48341, Cover picture:

Benjamin 'Pap’ Singleton, 'Exoduster' & contem-

- porary of Henry Adams who headed the Tennes-

seeRedEstateandHomesteadAmiaﬂon; ;
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Dostmymg the Green Line, Destroymg a
Community Destroying A People
: ByJamila-Ra, copyrightJamila-Ra. ;1996

Imagine, the shock of waking up and finding
your house has disappeared. Imagine further, that not
only, your house, but your block, even your family,
and all those you know and love have ceased to exist.
Try to imagine, the shock of Woodlawn community
residents when they were informed by the Media, and
the City of Chicago, that they nolonger wanted public
rapid transit in their neighborhood. Imagine state-
mentsattributed to them that are untrue, contrary, and
blatant nusreprcscntatlons of their views and actions.
It is the same as being completely ignored  and,
becouungnon—exxstent,actuallyUrban ‘Renewalized”,
and removed from the picture. Exactly the way mod-
ern technology can remove and replace objects and
people from photographs with computer imaging
techniques. Also, very similar toremovaland dis-
posal of concrete and rubble when a community is
being gentrified and redeveloped for upscale users by
unscrupulousdevelopers. '

Imagine, the utter disbelief of those who at-
tended the March 12, Public Hearing at Hyde Park
Career Academy, sponsored by the Chicago Transit
Authority Board, chaired by Valerie B. Jarrett, when
learning that the board’s report(1) was as follows:
attendance estimated by Chicago Police at 1000 per-
sons (at least 2-300 persons were unable to find even
standing room)(2). 73 persons testified at the hearing
(at 11PM, number 125 had not yet spoken); 725
personssubnnttedwnttencomments 36personscom-
mented by phone, a telephone survey with unknown
attribution) of 668 calls was submitted for the record,;
and two petitions were submltted witha total of 3,439
signatures. According to this report, 56% of the re-
spondents were in favor of demolishing the EL.

The Hyde Park Herald has been one of the few
publicationsto accurately andf axrly report the issues.
Randolph Smith, of Woodlawn East Community and
Neighbors (WECAN), is quoted in the May 1, 1996
issue: “I don’ t believe it...anti-demolition speakers at
the CT A public hearing outnumbered pro-demolition

speakers by a margin of twoto one.” The Herald goes -

ontosay that,on Monday April 29, the city’ sCommu-
nity Developmént Commission was meeting to ap-
prove plans for a new parking lot to serve Bishop
Arthur Brazier' s Apostolic Church of God.
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It' s mind boggling to see how the powers that be
continue to control the media and public officials to do
their bidding no matter what the cost. Over the course of
the last two months various [headline] stories have been
reported in the media in a calculated and well-planned
series of stories in a disinformation campaign to hide the
real issues. The Green Line was awarded millions in
federal dollars to be rehabbed and re-opened, [but] it was
probably slated for destruction by deals cut long ago.
Around the nei ghborhood itis well known that residents
favor the re-opening of the El line and what it can provide
for a vibrant urban community.

The March 12 meeting was one of the largestI’ ve
witnessed since the 1960’ sinvolvingleadershipand com-
munity united, and opposed to being mampulated and
controlled like marionettes. Many offered documented
testimony from recent studies by Urban Planners, scien-
tists, and conservation groups that the idea of traveling by
standard combustion engines is something that will be
thoughtof like the horse and buggy in justafew years. Not
only are fuel costs going to be prohlbmve but air quality,
natural resources and other quality of lifeissuesdictate that
the majormodeof transportation cannot possibly continue
to be gasoline driven buses and cars that belch out incal-
culable fluorocarbons, nitrous antigens, poisons, and nu-
merous pollutants mortally dangerous to plants, humans
and any other species of life as we know it.

There wasaloud, well financed, well orchestrated
minority representing developers and outside interests
who tried, but failed to disrupt the tide of pro-retention
speakers and audience members. Many comments were
heard among those in the crowded auditorium, about the
use of provocateurs reminiscent of demonstrations in the
early 70's and late 60’ s that led to violence and riots. The
final speaker spokein behalf of keeping andexpandingthe
El. Audience members remained until the very end, riv-
eted and anxious to hear the comments of every last
speaker. Memories surfaced of the recent march in Wash-
ington,; this was a serious gathering and people wanted
their voice heard.

' Theminority,carryingprofessionallypaintedsigns,
bused in by their sponsors, and armed with prepared press
releases, charts, graphs, slide presentations and other
propaganda, which they were encouraged to utilize “on
cue”. Their leaders openly led them in the disruptions.
While the heavy hitters were allowed to make presenta-
tions from the stage using audio/visual aids, community
residents were given tinny sounding microphones at a
table beneath the stage and with their backstothe audience
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(a calculated move no doubt). However, their message

was clear and resounding: Keep The El! One of the very

last pro-El speakers made this stinging comment to the
boisterous minority: “you can love your preacher all you
want, butdon’tdrinkany Kool-Aid, if he offersit to you”,
anobviousreference tothe b;tamwashed masses who gave
up their lives in the Jonestown tragedy some years ago.

- What this boils down to is a battle between the
Haves and the Have-Nots with the Haves getting the
~ Whole. It's no‘accident that the Museum of Science and
Industry is expandmg and in need of parking and other
space, or that many large church con gregations draw their
membership outside of the Woodlawn community, and
need more parking areas, or that property in the vicinity

has seena 300% increase, and land value is beginning to .

be priced similar to other lakefront communities to the
" north. The people’s needs for housing, transportation,

schools, and viable shopping are ignored tosuit the needs
of a politically and financially powerful minority. The

stakes are too high, too high for people that depend on

publictransitforalifeline. It makes sense/cents thatif poor

and working people cannot travel to jobs from wherethey

are currently residing, they must move tootherareas. And
when they move, that allows developers todestroy viable

housing stock and replace it with pre-fab, cheap fiberglass

constructed housing that pullsin 10times its money for the

owners. Withall the evidence pointing toa future of more -
notess public rapid transit, and more attention paid to

cleaner air and the environment, I’ m reminded of some-
thing my mother said concerning the folly of nuclear
proliferation and mass destruction: “the big guys don’t
care about any of that, they just want to die rich”.

(1) Public Hearing Summary, Public Heanng Comment

Response, Jackson Park-Branch Rapid Transit Elevated -

631d Street/ Dorchester Terminal, April 17, 1996 CTA,
Valerie B. Jarrett, Chairman

(2) parenthesisare my own commentsregarding the report
Scialoickickickickickk dokiciokoiakioiickickickekickkaskick saksickk sololckek ok
Concerned users of the El and those wishing to voice
concern should direct comments to the City of Chicago
Department of Transportation, 30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite
- 1100, Chicago, IL.60602-2570, Valerie B. Jarrett, Chair-
man.

' Formore information, contact WE-CAN, 1541 E. 63rd St,
‘Chicago IL 60637.312-288-3000// 288-3081 (FAX)

APOEMFOR
MALCOLMAND HO CHI MINH

TODAY is YOUR BIRTHDAY, a day for
sadness and CELEBRATION.

this is a poem about two FREEDOM
FIGHTERS EXTRAORDINAIRE, who un-

derstood that the MAIN CONTRA-

DICTION is between OPPRESSOR
NATIONS AND OPPRESSED NATIONS.
Even though you have both made

the SUPREME SACRIFICE and have

gone over to the revolutionary

‘happy hunting grounds,

YOUR EXAMPLE AND YOUR SPIRIT
still continue to reside deep

within the PSYCHE of the people

who are STRIVING to LIBERATE,

the planet from the rotten

greedy frightened indivduals,

- who aré responsible for man’s

exploitation of Wemin and men.
the beat goes on and on. Your
INSPIRATION WILL LAST US FOREVER,
BECAUSE no one can stop the beat.
FREEDDOM FIGHTING will continue
until the planet is free from :
COLONIALISM. _
‘ - MAY 19th, 1994

ABDUL SHANNA, CHIURBA

(- CROSSROAD )
islooking for briefessays, poems &r eviews
Jrom traditionally ignored sectors of the
New Afrikan community -- women, gays
and lesbians, so please feel free to contact
us. Ifyou have acontributionwhichis more
than a maximum of 2500 words, We would
be happy 1o consider an abstract of your

kan'icle  for publication. y
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Contml Unit Hearmgs - Observations

'I’he Conference held to stop the.building of Control

«L'Jmt prisons on Sat., April 20 was an intense edugatwnal
- experience for most of the attendees. The workshops presented

were: Women in Pnson Death Penalty, Control Units, Political

"Prisoners, and Prison Economics. By having the Workshops

befote the Forum, organizers enabled participants to.get infor-

* mation on what is happening in the prison system. Attendees
Reparations. Reparations are cash, land, scholarships, technal-

were able to visit more than one Workshop; get-questions
answered, and engage in meaningful discussion. We also lis-

tened to personal accounts from those who are back in society .

. strugglmg to make a better life for themselves and their f amilies.

" energies to systematic oppression of the poor, and the “Cultural”

. The system which we live under today'is devotmg its

Other”: Afrikan Americans, Hispanics, and Native Americans.

The Political Prisoners Workshop covered the Puerto Rican-

. Independence Movement, the Black Liberation Movement, and

the Native American struggle against tyranny and capxtallst
exploltauon, many are - being held captive for excesswely long

 tefms, while money to fight their casés is non-existent. The

- brutalization and exploitation that exists in the system makes

one cringe and weep. This country has more people imprisoned

than any country in the world. Many prisoners will.one day-
return toour cities. Whatare we and the system doing to prepare:

. them for re-entry and independent survival? The Death Penalty

is aclear illustration. There is a rush to destroy certain segments
of the population, by miseducation, proliferation of guns, drug
infiltration, removal of factories and industries, diminishing
health -care facilities. The necessities of food and housing are

. becoming increasingly inaccessable. This creates homelessness,

vagrancy, and resulting criminality. The ever-expanding prison
economy and resultant slave labor is a boon to the corporate
suucuma[uiaboosttoﬂxeouﬂymgamasandtownswhm many

‘of the prisons are located; isolated from the homes and relatives

" of most of the prisoners: It is a diabolical construction encour-

aging greed and racism 'as well as creating an elitism withinthe -

. administration that erodes democracy. Although I was unable to
 stay to hear all of the Forum.presenters, I feel the goals of the .

Conference were achieved: educating and informing citizens of

curfrent trends and events, and encouraging them to become

actively involved, and to demonstrate their dlsapproval of
injustice. We must involve our’ Representatxves by letting them
know how we expect them to vote on issues that affect the prison
system. We must be constantly active and consistently vigilant

to prevent the destruction of the spirit which imbues humans.

~ with love, hope, and concem for each- other. Our potential and

creahvﬁy must direct us toward provxdmg environments which

‘enthance ourlives as humans; not fordehumanizing and exploit-
ing others for material and financial gain fora small elite fascist-

like group wha rely on weaponry, drugs, and lies to prolong their
control.

The conference should be repeated as often as pdssible.

- Submitted by Erline
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NEW AFRIKAN NATION DAY
CELEBRATION ‘% - | '
" bylJames Wyatt

“The New Afrikan Nation Day, Celébration "96 was held March

29-31,1996 at Malcolm X College in Chicago. Thisis one of the

..most important events in our struggle because it shows the
“coritinuation of stmggle for ﬂie hberanon of the New Afnkan

People ,
"I was asked to.give a presentation on the topic of

ogy and freedom for political prisoners that New Afrikans are
demanding the federal government and former slave-holding

, states pay for centuries of enslavement, unpaid labor and

brutality. .
‘ “The theme of the celeblahorrwas “The Role on outh
in Advancing the' Independénce Movement: Foward Ever,
Backward Never”. I would like to tie the Youth Leadership
Workshop Focus Questions duectly into ourstruggle for Repa-

_rations.

L What is the direction that Afnkan people in America need to

‘take as we move into the 21st centuryV

a) Do we need to take the position of mmnstream ass:mllanon
orBlack Nationalism? :

) Do we need to create new goals and 1deol6g1es“

L How have other Afrikan Liberation movements been orga—
nized, fought and won?

@) What strategies worked during the Black Power duect actlon

movement?
b) What have been the accomplishments and downfalls of our
Black Liberatiori Movement since the 1960°s?- :

TIL How should Afrikans in America continue to progress and

move forward as a New Afrikan Independence Movement?
a) What is the role of youth in advancmg the Independence
Movement" ,
b) What are effective methods of orgamzmg and mobxhzmg
youth for adirect action campm ign?
*. As we move into the 215t céntury, Afnkan people in

America need to move toward economic re-birth; if we build

‘economic power, we can heighten political power, because any
power without an economic foundation is symbol without
substance. This economic foundation can be built by collecting
a debt for the hundreds of years of unpald and underpaid labor
donated by our ancestors.

Do we need to take the position of mainstream assimi-
ation or Black Nationalism? We New Afrikans herein America
were never able to attain full citizenship with America; at best
‘we can only be subjects of this country. The  question of Black
Nauonahsm needs to be re-defined in the context of our struggle.
The way one dresses does not make one a nat:onahsL .

s Wyattis The Co-Chalr of the Chicago chapter of N’ COBRA

 (National Coalition of Black - for Reparations in America) and

Program Director of S.1.T.T.E. (Staying In Touch Through Ed-

-+ u-tain-ment); 7621 North Sheridan Rd.; Chicago Il. 60626 He

can be reached at (312) 274-7378 Ex.2

« N’COBRA’s 7th Annual Convention will be in Atlanta June
21-23; contact N'COBRA, P.O. Box 115182, Atlanta, GA
30310 or call (404) 286-0258 for more information. '

R
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Black Fascism & White Rac’hn: Two
Facesof the Death Penalty

(Ken Saro-Wiwa and Mmma Abu-Jannl)

The execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa, theNl gerian play-
wright, writerand thtical activiston Friday, Novem-
ber 10th by, the military regime of General Sani.
Abacha should have senta lightening bolt of reality to
freedom fighters around the world. Why? Because
despite world wide opposition to this execution, Gen-
eral Sani Abachasaid, ‘In your face’ topublicopinion
and world wide expressions decrying the anticipated
exegutxon andcarrieditout. Even the United States, in
ahypocritical effort, reached out toNi igeriatostay the
execution and was told, “You have a death penalty,
- dom’tyou?” That is the basic issue.
‘ . Wehave consistently held that the death pen-
alty is a politically repressive tool used to silence
dissent and build up state power. When all else fails,
. the state, whether ngena or the United States, em-
ploys the death penalty to spark fear.in the hearts of
those who dare to speak out against the racism, capl-
tahsm imperialism and economicslaveryof the state.

, Overthe past few years we have been waging
a relentless struggle to save the life of former Black
Paather and Revolutionary Journalist Mumia Abu

Jamal, andthereamthosewhowouldsaythatnow that -

Munmia has the international and national support that
he has there is no danger of him being executed. The
executionof Ken Saro-Wiwa and eightotheractivists
onFriday begs toputalieto this belief. They executed
. Ken Saro-Wiwa and there isn’t even a ripple in the

- water. Business is going on as usual. The sky is not lit

up w1th fire, nor are the oil wells of Nigeria aflame.
‘ When South Africa abolished the death pen-
alty earlier this year, for every crime except for trea-
son, the world applauded. But, at the same time we
recognized that some of the worlds countries, specifi-
- cally, Japan, Nigeria, the United States and Saudi
~ Arabia among them; still have the death penalty and
were pushing forward with the implementation of it.
The fact that the United States, the police force of the
* world, notonly has the death penalty but is executing
at the rate of 3 to 4 people a month and sometimes a
week without the people of the United States pausing
to acknowledge the fact that an execution even took
place, legtimizes the executions taking place in other
‘less humanitarian’ countries.

-7.
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When we speak of the death penalty-in the
United States and why it should be abolished we
invariably speak to the issue of its racist use, because
thedeathpenaltylsoverwhelnnnglycamedoutagamst
Black people. What then do we say about the death
penalty in Nigeria? Is it an Afrikan country? Finally,
we have to deal with the issue of the fascist state - a

Black/Afrikan fascist state. The., use of the death

penalty can now beseen for what it really is-a fascnst
tool of repression. -

In the United States the fact that the over-
whelming majority of the people sentenced to death
are poor, specxﬁcally Blackand poor, puts aracial and

‘economic spin on the use of the death penalty. An

empirical study of the use of the death penalty in this
country would show that the death penalty is utilized
more when the United States is experiencing eco-
nomic instability to shift the focus from the economic
situation to crime and pumshment In Nigeria, it was
Ken Saro-wiwa’s organizing around the continuous
explontauon of theoil resourcesand the environmental
damage to the oil producing regions by the Shell
Oilcompany with the support of General Sani Abacha
and the defacto support of ol i 1mportmg countries of
the world that led to his trial, 1mpnsonment and

g subsequcnt execution.

Shell Oil Company expressed it's outmge at
the execution of Ken Saro-wiwa, but outrage is/was
not enough. The problem was/is an economic one.
General Abacha saw Ken Saro-wiwaasa threat to his
economic security. An economic problem requiresan
econamic solution. If the Shell Oil Company had

really opposed the execution of Ken Saro-wiwa all it
‘had to do was let General Abacha know that there

would be an economic price to pay if Ken Saro-wxwa
and thc eight were executed.

KenSaro-wiwaand Mumia AbuJamal: Black
Fascism and White Racism - Two Faces of the Death
Penalty; bothdesigned tosilence dissent. We lost Ken
Saro-wiwa but we should have learned a lesson from
hisdeath - worldwide protest s not enought. We have
to make them an offer they can’t refuse! We have to

build the revolution... We have to keepthe pressure

on... We have to Free Mumia Abu Jamal! Or Else'
Long Live the Spirit of Ken Saro-wiwal

Free Mumia Abu Jamal Coalition .
P.O.Box 650, New York, NY 1 0009, (212) 330-8029
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Itis now or never, brother.

It is the hour of the knife.

The major operation: the break

‘with the past.! ‘
’—Kwame Nkrumak to Malcolm X

Comrad George:
A Signpost on the Road

AN

In all struggles for social change the general course of
movement and development proceeds notinastraightline,
butinazig-zag fashion. Thisis alaw of social development
(revolution) and there is no exception to the rule. In other
words, “stony is the road we trod.” 2 And this road is
characterized by stages, by uneven development, by peri-
odic stagnation, by fits and starts, by breaks in continuity,
by ideological splits, by setbacks and mistakes, by major
and minor defeats and by big and small victories.

‘ Since the emergence of the Prison Movement in
the mid-1960s, its overall growth and development has
been positive in spite of its many shortcomings. For the
most part it is still pregnant with dynamic revolutionary
possibilities, and in order to transform these possibilities
into actuality there are a number of internal contradictions
that must be tackled and resolved to smooth the path. Itis
beyond the scope of this paper to address every shade of
contradiction that besets the Prison Movement, and we
will not argue the point of which particular aspect of the
contradiction is playing the primary or secondary role in
the “sum of contradiction,” even though we recognize its
importance. No — the aim of this paper is tofocus on one
particularly disturbing internal contradiction which has
grown along with the Prison Movement: that is, “vltra
militancy or “revolutionary posturing.”

By the mid 1950s the integrationist Civil Rights
Movement, which had been revitalized by the 1954 U.S.
Supreme Courtdecision outlawing segregation, had runits
course. It was time for a new direction and a new
leadership. Asaresponse tothisimpasse, the Black Power
Movement arose to chart a more militant course. Since
nothing exists in a vacuum or splendid isolation, the
sociopolitical struggles being waged in the black commu-
pities in particular, and the larger society in general,
reverberated in the prisons. As prisoners began to become
more politically conscious, they also began to come to the
forefront of the liberation struggle, creating various orga-
nizations and challenging, rebelling and struggling against
depressed conditions on the inside. As a result of this
prison activism, prison struggles in turn reverberated on
_ the consciousness of the black communities and larger
society. Thus the inside/outside, back and forth intercon-
nection was born.3 It became even more solidified as
activist/revolutionaries from the communities entered
prison.

-8 -
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Other community-based organizations began to
takeup the“‘cause” and align their struggles thhthephght
of prisoners. Some of the most 81gmﬁcant prison rebel-
lions to dramatize the inside/outside interconnection were
the case of the Soledad Brothers in the West, the Atmore-
Holman Rebellion in the deep South, the Attica Rebellion/
Massacre in the urban North, and the Pontiac 17 Rebellion

" here in the Midwest. Within the Prison Movement these

events are exalted as courageous and audacious revolu-
tionary events. Out of these struggles figures such as
George Jackson, L.D. Barkley, Yukeena Dotson, Chagina
Dobbins, Fred Ahmed Evans and Sam Mellville, to name
a few, have emerged to be revered and placed in the
pantheonof martyred revolutionaries. Infact, these events

and the political lifestyles of those who led them have come

to serve asmodelsforawhole generation of prisoncrs who
were inspired by theni.

In connection to this, the role that revolnuonary
literature? has played in awakening political conscious-
ness among prisoners must be emphasized. For this
literature more than anything else is responsible for per-
sonal transformations, and for the radicalization of many
prisoners. Itis through books that prisoners have come to
meet, love and be influenced by revolutionary figures. In
every political movement there emerges a body of work

‘which most shapes the vision and behavior of the revolu-

tionaries of that generation. Spontaneously, these writings

'genemte a “required reading list.”- Among the books to

most inspire the Prison Movement are: The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X; Soledad Brothers; Soul On Ice; Blood
In My Eye; Comrade George; Revolutionary Suicide; To

Die for the People; Sun Views; and New Afrikan P.O.W.

‘ From this group of books; the works of George
Jackson would have the greatest impact upon the political

_consciousness of prisoners. A warrior and a major theore-

tician, Jackson was one of the leaders who best expressed
the ideology of the entire radical movement because his
influence was not limited to the Prison Movement alone,
butreached a wider group of radicals. No single figure has
had more impact upon the militancy of prisoners than
George Jackson. It was he more than anyone else who set
the tone for the rising militant prisoner of the seventies.>
Thisis validated by the fact that it was his assassination that
ignited and gave impetus to the Attica rebellion on the
other side of the continent, when one moming in Septem-
ber 1971 prisoners emerged from “their” cells and filed
through the chow-hall wearing black armbands inhomage
to him, and as a protest against his execution.

If it can be said that George Jackson imbued
prisoners with a militant revolutionary attitude, then it
must also be said that the Attica Rebellion introduced
hostage-taking as one of the most effective ways to drama-
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- tize prison grievances. In the wake of Attica a rash of
_hostage-taking situations.erupted in numerous prisons and
jails across the country, and even today, 25 years later, we
still see prisoners making these same desperate moves.
The Attica Rebellion was also significant because for the
. first time in its history-the Prison Movement was cata-
pulted onto the intemational stage, politicizing the griev-
ancesof prisoners, andlinking them tothe colonial struggles
for national liberation throughout the Third World. The
martyred revolutionary prisoner L.D. Barkley® would

characterize this event and periodas “The sound before the

. FromMilitancy to Ultra Militancy

... - The current idéological struggle being waged by
the varions factions inside the independence movement
today is a necessary and unavoidable process. Itshouldn’t
. be viewed merely as something negative, divisive and
counter-productive, although that will surely be the case in
some instances. What matters mostisn’t whose line s the
most militant, but which lines and programs best corre-
spond to the material reality of our situation and advance

us closer to national independence. .

Although we recognize the polmcal significance
of prison uprisings, and we hold in esteem the exemplary
‘behavior of all those who have acted to dramatize our
grievancesand push the Movementforward, especially the
martyred prisoners who made the supreme sacrifice and

- paid with their lives, wenevertheless alsofeel that thereis
now a pressing need (o re-examine the “role of force and
violence,” particularly the strategy of hostage-taking.
Furthermore, we have come to identify the tendency of
“ultra militancy”’ as being a retardant and corrosive inside

- the Prison Movement, because this tendency is largely

_responsible for scores of prisoners now being locked into
the prison system with long additional extra time.

. Briefly defined, ultra militancy is the tendency
which says that the only real revolutionary prisoner is the
one who is an agitator, is confrontational and is always

_ ready to take hostages or correcta pig. We categorically

reject this one-dimensional view. There are Sbasic styles
" and/or modes of behavior for a politically active prisoner

.to-assume: (1) the Political Educator mode; (2) the

- Agitator Organizer mode; (3) the Conspirator Organizer

mode; (4) the Theoretician Organizer mode; and (5) the

. UltraMilitant mode. These are distinct modes and are not

. absolutely rigid or mutnally exclusive. One can, and often

.does, shift from one mode to another; sometimes a prisoner

. may even combine more than one mode at any given
‘e memﬁnt,

. The political educator s pnmary concern is con-

scnousness—raxsmg by teaching history and revolutionary

theory. The agitator’s primary concern is to keep things

-9 .
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“stirred up” by agitating and constantly confronting the
administration about prison conditions or abusive pigs; the
ultimate aim is to organize the prison population for mass
confrontation. The conspirator has afurtive style and seeks
to work in the least conspicuous way to politicize prisoners
— all the while conspiring with new recruits and those on
the verge of release about how to establish political bases
and carry out revolitionary armed activity. Whereas the

“agitator’”is more inwardly focused, the “conspirator,” is
more outer-directed. The theoretician is a writer who is
primarily concerned with developing and disseminating
revolutionary strategy and tactics for the Movement. This
is intellectual work that amounts to “subversive propa-
ganda” because it organizes the readers around a set of -
ideals which illuminate the path, and it provides the
ideological ammunition to undermine the enemies’ politi-
cal and cultural hegemony. The ultra militant prisoner
generally espouses the line, “When the killing starts then
come and get me.” or “If it ain’t about some bloodshed,
then i don’t want to hear it.”  Once politicized, the ultra
militant begins to shun:books and theory, or any type of
mass line work among the population, and moreover, the
ultra militant has the tendency to deliberately exaggerate
and magnify minute contradictions.

In other words, ultra militants have the tendency
to take anon-antagonistic contradiction and blow itup, that
is, to convert it into an antagonistic contradiction. They
will then polarize the situation by drawing an artificial line
and characterizing one position as “hard-line” (read: real
revolutionary) and the other as “soft- lme” (read: weak,
reactionary). This is not the correct way of handling
contradictions among people because it only turns poten-
tial recruits, friends and dissenting comrads into enemy’s.
The bottom line to organizing is: “unite with the left, win
over the middle and isolate the right.”7 There should
always be space for disagreement without hostility. It’s not
simply an either-or situation, that is to say, either you're
with us or against us. What happened to the middle
ground? Neutrality? Or, more importantly, the right of
individuals to choose how and when they will sacrifice
theirlives? .

Ultra militants also have a propensny for dra-
matic, grandstand plays, that is, seeking the spotlight,
where they can be seen, known and recognized. In short,
it’s the vma?cho attitude of “Yeah, I done it, so what? Come
onwithit!” In themovie, The Battle of Algiers, theleading
character (Ali Aponte) makes a similar mistake. For after
leaving prison he is given a test by the F.L.N. to “prove
himself” by correcting a pig. However, instead of correct-

 ing the pig from behind, with one well-placed shot to the

head, Ali confronts him face-to-face in order to verbalize
his personal vengeance, anger and rage. — eventually
discovering that he had been given an unloaded gun!
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Coming out of prison, the fictional character Ali Aponte
got a chance to “prove himself,” and there’s alessontobe
learned from his performance. There are scores of real live
prisoners, however, with long-term sentences, who came

- of age in prison and dream of proving themselves oneday, -
but who may never get the chance to do so.- On the other

hand, there is another group of prisoners who have also
“come of age” while in prison, who do have a chance of
getting out shortly, but who unfortunately fall under the

influence of the ultra militant line and/or “commandist

personality” and end up drawing an extra long-te!m sen-
tence.

Now we come to the crux of this paper because it
is here that the ultra militant tendency causes the most
practical damage to the developing infrastructure of the
Prison Movement. If the ultimate aim of Peoples® Waris
the “fielding of a peoples’ army,” then special attention
must be taken to return politicized prisoners to the-front,
and they shouldn’t be engaging in any type of activity that

could jeopardize their release. In fact, unlessitisa*door

die” situation, this policy shouldn’t ever be bent. When
confronted with a serious problem it is especially incum-
bent upon.the leadership elements to evaluate these situa-
tions and to make sound judgments and rational decisions
regarding just what should be the course of action, keeping
fully in mind that the hostage-taking move, though coura-

geous and dynamic, is basically a trap — anend game that -

is nowadays mostly a Pyrrhic victory for the Movement.
To be sure, self-sacrifice definitely has its place in the
struggle, but for the most part, at this stage, it is not
necessary or wise. Besides, there are some comrads
among us who have long-term sentences and who are
locked into the judicio-penal system without any hope for
release in the near future, barring revolutionary help. Soit
is from this pool that the soldier-guerrilla(s) should come.
' Now, we understand the “psychic hunger” of
prisoners. Thatis tosay, the psychological hunger for self -
validation, social recognition and that deep desire to con-
tribute to the revolutionary Movement by wasting the
- agents of repression. Thisis anatural reaction engendered
by years of living under the boot of authoritarian mile and
becoming conseious of the revolutionary process. How-
ever, Samsonian politics is not a viable strategy. No, itis
time for us to elevate our thinking, to think more soberly,
and less emotionally and amateurishly.
In the aftermath of the 1970 San Rafael, Marin
County Civic Center MassacreB Henry Winston (member
of the Communist Party U.S.A.) wrote a book entitled,
Strategy for a Black Agenda. In this book there is a
particularly interesting chapter (entitled “Meaning of San
Rafael”) in which he attempts to point out a lesson in
mature political thinking by drawing a parallel between the
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lives of two sets of brothers: - Lenin and his brother
Alexander; and George and Jonathan Jackson. For in-
stance, like George and Jonathan, Lenin and Alexander
had an undying love for each other. Winston would
charactenizeitasaumique bond of “love and hopor.” Some
other similarities in theirlivesare: (1) atage17bothLenin
and Jonathan would get drawn further into the Movement
because of the activities of their brothers; (2):Alexander,
Jonathan andGeorge were executed by agents of the state
—Alexander officially by banging, and Jonathan and
George summarily by gunfire; and (3) after the deaths of
their brothers, Lenin and George each would become grief
stricken and find himself confronted with a choice about
how to carry on the struggle. Herein lies the wisdom of

‘Winston’s insight: he foresees this fork in the road, and in

analmost prophetic voice he warmns revolutionaries against
adventurism, acting hastily, and reacting impulsively ina

-spiritof vengeance and retribution. Continuing touse the

life of Lenin as amodel, Winston then goes on to.point out
how Lenin repudiated his brother’s “line of struggle” and
instead took a different road by devoting himself to the

long-term strategy of mass revolution.” (As we know,

Lenin’s decision would ultimately turn out tobe the correct
strategy, because he and the Bolshevik Party would seize
state power in 1917.)

.- So, speaking on behalf of the Movemcm inan
ominous voice, brother Winston would entreat Comrad
George, saying: ‘It is our fervent hope that George
Jackson, unjustly imprisoned these many years, and-him-
self a courageous symbol of indomitable will to Freedom
of his triply oppressed people, will take under consider-
ation the lessons pointed out by Lenin. Indoing so he can
fulfill the remarkable potential he has manifested in serv-
ing the cause of liberation.”10 We know Comrad George
never got a chance to “fulfill his remarkable potential”
because he was summarily executed by the state before he
could join the “wider struggle” outside. ‘His death was a
tragic loss and it wounded us near the heart.

As sharp as Winston’s insight was in comparing
thelives of George and Jonathan with Leninand Alexander,
he failed to take into consideration one crucial factor:
George, unlike Lenin, was “caught under the hatches™11
— facing the death penalty.  As such, he was a desperate
man, pressed for time. We agree with the principleand the
spirit of Winston’s admonition against adventurism and
impulsiveness, but it is one that does not fit Comrad
George’s sitnation squarely. Winstonis not the only one
to have misread the situation that was confronting George.
No, for we must venture to say that there also has beena
whole generation which has misread Comrad George and
has taken his lifestyle as a license to embrace ultra mili-
tancy. :

\--




“CR/SSP, Vol. 7#1
Teon Let’s examine two of the most salient events

'+ concerning Comrad George’s prisonlife: first, the Soledad
- Brothers case where a guard was killed as a retaliatory

" measure; second, his execution and the circumstances
- surrounding it. 2 With respect to the retaliatory killing of
. - the guard, if Greg Armstrong can be credible, he reports in
“ his book, The Dragon Has Come, that George admitted to
- breaking the pig’s neck. He didn’t take any hostages.: No,

*he simply commiitted the sct and let the deed speak for-

. itself. Now, the questioniis; if he did it, should he himself
have done it or been a direct participant in it? We don’t
think s0. No, that move should have been delegated

- because George was advance cadre — in short, Field
*+ Marshal material. Axid althoughhe had not yet garnered
i the level of support he would later attract, things were

" ‘nevertheless becoming favorable for his release. (For.

- instance, his connection: to-the Panthers was ripe with
possibilities, and James Carr!3 had just been recently

released) - oo S
- Withrespecttothe secondevent;in which Comrad

& :

iGeorge’s life was snuffed out, there. have been several

versions of the story.to emerge. Of course; one is the

“official” version in whichhis lawyer!4 smuggled a gunin -

- tohim and George supposedly tried to seak it back into the
maxi-max unit, under an Afro-wig, to beused later as an

' escape weapon. Then there is Louis Tackwood’s15 ver-
"'~ siom, which says that indeed there was.a real escape plan
- afoot, but that the authorities had gottenlucky because a
«Diy Cleaner had supposedly discovered the escape plan

inadvertently left in the pants pocket of James Carr. The:

~-political police seized upon this opportunity by returning
- -the “escape plan” to his pants pocket;:then turning the

sulation)' and going so far as to plant an inoperative gun

+ with dud bullets. RS e
-7 s Athird version would surface in The Guardian, an
independent Marxist weekly and one of themostreputable
~papers on theleft, in which, according to the San Queatin

6,17 a group of fascists came to George’s cell and con.- -
- fronted him, and he managed to disarm the gunman.

*-Realizing that this perhaps was his date with deathanyway,
- he then slipped into the “martyr’s mode” and went about
*“knocking” informants and agents of repression, finally

“.running outof theunit, into the open yard, in order to draw -

- gunfire away from the other cadre housed at maxi max.
* Lastly,at the grassroots level, itis commonly believed that
- George had indeed become boiling with vengeance and
- decidedtofulfill hisdeclarationthat“Myforefathertrembled
when his brother was lynched, but my brothers’ immola-

- tion means war to the death, war to the utmost, war to the

knife!!”18 :

Now, we may never learn the full story or the
complete truth of the circumstances surrounding his death
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or what actually motivated George that day. Only he and
the cadre there would know this. Our guess is that it's
probably bits and pieces of all the above versions. How-
ever, one thingis quite clear; in none of these scenarios was
he trying to take hostages, hold down ground and complain
about grievances. No, Comrad George was a Black
Guerrilla of the highest order and as such he strove to
practice basic guerrilla strategy, that s, “get down and get
up” / “strike and melt.”

Twins - . , :
On the other side of ultra militancy is revolution-

-ary posturing. So close are these two tendencies, we could

think of them as twins; not identical twins, but twins

‘nevertheless, with similar characteristics. And justas ultra

militancy has grownup inside the Prison Movement, 50 too
has revolutionary posturing come to assume a certain
“stature” of its own. Justas we have come toidentify ultra
militancy as a retardant and corrosive inside the Move-

ment, we also have come to view revolutionary posturing

as a negative, extremely harmful, and often hideous,
pracitice. oo e : .
Briefly, We define revolutionary posturingas the
tendency of half-baked, militant prisoners (sometimes
well-meaning) to project themselves as serious and genu-
inerevolutionaries. There are a variety of poses associated
with revolutionary posturing. Here are a few striking

examples: (1) It is revolutionary posturing when a
‘prisoner baits or needles a pig unnecessarily, and then

when the prisoner is roughed up and confined to a disci-

plinary unit, the prisoner tries to project himself (herself)
- as a hard-core revolutionary.
+ whole operation into a “controlled situation” (i.c., encap-

~ (2) Itisrevolutionary posturing whena neophyte
comes inio the Movement seeking instant recognition as a

‘Prisonerof Waror Political Prisoner based uponasmall act

(e.g., hitting a pig in the mouth) or a paucity of work. To
be sure, there are many newly emerging militant revolu-
tionaries in prison deserving wider recognition and sup-
port. Wefeel, however, that itis wrong for them to elbow
their way to the front of the line through exaggerated and
inflated measures of self-promotion, eventually making

- themselves equal to, and/or overshadowing, long-stand-

ing; genuine PP/POWs in the public’s eyes.

©(3) Another form of revolutionary posturing is
embodied in the individuals who have assimilated a good
grasp of the theoretical, political and historical knowledge
of the social problems, but yet are unwilling or incapable
of purging themselves of negative habits that*‘damage the
line”” and/or cause secutity problems. These individuals
have made only partial transformations. Inother words, as
Richard Wright would say, “They are a warning and not an
example.”19 - ,
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(4) By far the most hideous tendency of revolu-
tionary posturing is when individuals politicize their cases
“after the fact” and present themselves as the “suffering
servant.” For instance, banks are the “nerve centers of
capitalist sociéty” and we consider an attack upon them as
alegitimate actof expropriation. This doesn’tmean thatall
prisoners who were captured for robbing a bank have the
right to re-write the script and declare themselves POWs.
No — wemustmake adistinction based upon the prisoner’s
original and conscious intent, and the aims and purpose for
which that money was to be used. According to Zayd
Malik Shakur,20 some expropriations are carried out to
sustain the groupitself, and others are earmarked tofinance
Movement projects. To give another example of revolu-
tionary posturing, if an individual in prison kills a pig
because of a personal beef, although we may applaud the

pig’s death; the assailantdoesn’ thavetherighttopoliﬁcize
the case because it wasn’t carried out in the revolutionary
spirit of retribution. -

Now, this doesn’t mean that prisoners who acted
out of personal motivations don’t have the right to raise
funds for their cases. Itis obvious that they need financial
help for lawyer fees and so forth, but we feel that it is the
worst kind of deception to appeal to the masses and rally
them around a flat out lie that they are PPs/POWs. This
practice, in effect, drains material resources, and political
and spiritual support, away from long-standing, genuine
PP/POWs. So, this practice of hustling the masses, of
appropriating the behavior of others, in short, of misrepre-
sentation and of building monuments to ourselves, is
wrong. And we shouldn’tengage initor give credence to
1t. st

. The fundamental principles that differentiate PP/
POWs from prisoners whoengagemrevohmonaryposun'-
ing are work, sacnﬁceandsemcetotheMovcmmL There
‘certainly are high profile PP/POWs who should get our
special attention. ((“Special attention” is due not because of
their celebrity status, for not-even veterans have the right
to simply rest on their laurels, but because of the political
dynamics of their cases, and because of their work, sacri-
fice and service.) The whole point is that we have no
choice but to evaluate and distinguish people inside the
Movement by the roles they have performed and are
capable of performing in the future. Realistically, there are
some who are eloquent orators and articulate our brand of
politics well. Others are accomplished writers and effec-
tive organizers.” There are even some who are more
audacious than others. Mostimportantly, not all political
theories or lines are of equal value; some are progressive
and some are downright backwards. Therefore, we must
come to terms with the fundamental, inescapable law of
uneven development. The idea of “absolute equality”is a
myth, and we need to debunk and collapseiit, for everybody
does not possess the same amount of political knowledge
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orsocial skills. Inany case, high profile ornot, no genuine
PP/POW should simply be left in the lurch “to rot, bleed

- and die,”?! nor should those who pose as what they are not

be accorded PP/POW status. We are not attempting to
establish a hierarchical structure of elitism, bat a structure
of xclevance where what matters most is “socially neces-
sary labor.”

In conclusion‘, by focusing on the:destructive
tendencies toward ultra militancy and revolutionary pos-
turing, this paper-has explored some issues relevant to
“style of work,” “cadre building” and “‘basing the party in
clandestinity.” Since we are discussing the need tochange

~our style of political work in the public arena and commu-

nities, then why should it be any different on the inside as
well, where people are constandy held under the repressive

- gaze of the state authorities?: Some of us are “‘contami-

nated” and surveillance will never be relaxed. Therefore

‘we should attempt to conceal precisely how we relate with

the newcomer. Forexample, withrespecttoanactivity like
Political Education classes, a subtle method for holding
sessions is the one-on-one, or 3-person cell, where the
cadre hangs out together [i.e., weight pile; handball court;
work site; walking in the yard] and discusses the assigned
material in an informal style. Absolute clandestinity is
almostimpossible in prison, given the fact that all our mail
and literature passes through administrative chanriels, and
that our Afrikan/Islamic style of dress and “look” is
obvious. However, we can minimize obstacles and inter-
ference withour work by making it alittle more difficult for
observers to identify each and every one among us who is
politically active, or for them to leam exactly how we’re
“pushing the line.” For concerning the politicizing and
Hmmngofcuheweshmﬂdbc&nnlungmtermsofplanung
“seeds beneath the snow.”22

Moreover, if “Good practice is the result of good
practice™® then we also need to begin cultivating the

“clandestine style of work immediately, and we must elimi-

nate ultra militancy and revolutionary posturing. For the
bottom lineis: “‘we are concerned with avoiding pitfalls...
We are concerned with materialist factors of revolutionary
warfare,” and with how to avoid moving “toofast with too
few.”%4 We’re concerned with having a sufficient degree
of consolidation before the next “open” attack by the
enemy, so that the Movement loses none of its dynamism
and continuity, and the scattering of our ranks is kept to a
minimum. We wanna take a few steps forward, without
taking any steps backward.

Vita Wa Watu

Tchaka Olugbala Shabazz
Predators’ Unit

Indiana State Prison
December 1995
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Jalil A. Muntagim and Lorenzo Komboa Ervin de-
serve particular mention, and any paper dealing with the Prison
Movement would be remiss if it failed to acknowledge their
theoretical contributions and incessant practical work.

Also we would like to salute prison abolitionist D.
Austin for her ‘persistent work and assistance to prisoners,
especially her work against the death penalty.
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Notes

¥'The Death and Life of Malcolm X. Peter Goldman, -

2 Renita J. Weems, p. 222. Black Theology Vol. II. James
Cone. . '

3 This paper draws its understanding of the growth and
devélopment of the Prison Movement primarily from the New
Afrikan P.O.W. Joumnals (i.e., Discussion Papers 1 & 2), espe-
cially its interpretation and conception of the dialectical inter-
play of thie inside/outside interconnection.

. 4 This paper recognizes and salutes Red Books of Massachu-
setts and Left Bank Books of Seattle, Washington for their
consistent contribution in providing free literature to prisoners.
5 We are not hero-worshi ppers and we do not have an exagger-
ated view of the role of the individual in history. Itis the masses
whoare decisive. Nor do we wish to diminish the role that other
West Coast cadre have played in helping to transform the
colonial/criminal mentality.

6 Executed by Fascist goons during the retaking of Attica,

7 Chairman Mao. . '

-13-

MAY/JUNE 1996

8 1n 1970, at Marin county Civic Center, Jonathan Jackson, Bill
Christmas, James McClain and the judge were killed by prison
guards in a kidnap situation. Ruchell McGee and the state
prosecutor were also severely wounded,

9 Alexander was a member of a clandestirie organization which

. sought to topple the Russian monarchical state by force of arms.

He was tried, convicted and hanged for an attempt upon the life
of the czar. o o

10 Strategy foraBlack Agenda. Henry Winston, p.254.

11 Soledad Brother. George Jackson.

12 In 1970 W.L. Nolen, Cleveland Edwards and Alvin “Jugs”
Miller were killed by a guard on the rec yard at Soledad Prison.
The pig was not charged for these murders. So in the aftermath
of the state’s refusal to prosecute, a guard was killed as retalia-
tion. Fleeta Drumgo, John Cluchette and George Jackson werd
indicted for this murder and would come to be known as the
Soledad Brothers. . , ,

13 James Carr was a Black Guerrilla of unswerving character;
anindomitable will. He was one of George's closest comrads.
They metin the California penal system and became fast friends
and both made the transformation from lumpen to revolutionar-
ies. A glimpse of their history together can be read in James
Carr’s autobiography Bad. In the early70s, he was mysteriously
executed outside of his home in California.

14 Stephen Bingham, radical people’s lawyer, subsequently
cleared of charge of aiding and abetting. He stayed on the lam
for years. ’ , :

15 | ouis Tackwood isasleazy, slimy informant who worked for
the counter-intelligence unit in California, infiltrating various
black left wing organizations. He also was/is the brother-in-law
of James Carr. His treachery can be read in The Glass House
I . Encapsulation comes from the vocabulary of counter-
revolutionary jargon. Itis aterm used to describe a special tactic
of surveillance where the revolutionaries have been identified
(unknowingly to the revolutionaries) and are allowed tocarryon
their activity until such time as the political police call for a
round-up. : .

17. In the aftermath of the assassination of Comrad George, six
prisoners were charged with a variety of charges from “rioting”
to murder. They became the San Quentin Six. Later all were
acquitted,

18 Blood In My Eve. George Jackson. p.29.

19 Black Boy. Richard Wright

2 Spring Came Early. Zayd Malik Shakur.

21 Arm the Spirit. Winter Issue 1984, Hugo Pinell.

2 False Nationalism/False Internationalism. E. Kani.

3 “So That We Don’t Fool Ourselves — Again.” Spearand
Shield. , : ’

24 New Afrikan P.OW. Joumnal, Bk 4, p.9.
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Though the United States government denies thelr existence, there are now over a hundred political prisoners and prisoners
of war imprisoned in federal and state prisons throughout the United States, among them dozens of sisters and brothers of -
Afrikan descent who, in the words of Dr. Mutulu Shakur, “dared to uphold the spirit and principles of Malcolm X with their
lives and freedom.” This is a list of Black, African-American & New Afrikan Political Prisoners & Prisoners of Warm the

Mumia Abu-Jamal
#AM-8335; SCI Green
1040 E. Roy Furman Hwy
Waynesburg, PA 15370

Mutulu Shakur

- #83205-012; USP Florence

5880 State Hwy, 67S
Florence, CO 81226

Herman Bell; #79-C-0262
P.O.BoxSl
Comstock, NY 12821

Bashir Hameed (York)
#82A6313; WCF

1187 Wende Road
Alden, NY 14004

Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt)
#B-40319; A-3-2241,

P. O. Box 409099

Ione, CA 95640

Sundiata Acoli (C. Squire)
#39794-066

USP Allenwood, Unit 3
P.O.Box 3000
White Deer, PA. 17887

Robert Seth Hayes
#74A2280
P.O>Box 500
Elmira;, NY 14902 .-

A Jalil Muntagin

(A. Bottom); #77A4283
P.O. Box 500

Elmira Correctional Fac.
Elmira, NY 14902

Albert Nuh Washington
#TTA1528

Clinton Correctional Fac.
Box 2001
Dannemora, NY 12929

Maliki Shakur lame
#814469

Shawangunk Corr. Fac.
Box 700

Wallkill, NY 12589

Sekou Odinga (N. Burns)

#05228-054; USP Lompoe -

3901 - Klein Bivd. . )
Lompoc, CA 93436 -

Malik E-Amin (M. Smith)

-#96557-131

FCI Lewisburg
Lewisburg, PA 17837

Hanif Shabazz Bey
(B. Gereau), #9654-131
USP Atlanta;P.O. Box 1000

Atanta, Georgia 30318

Abdul Aziz (W. Ballentine)
#96521 -132

' USP Leavenworth

P.O. Box 1000
Leavenworth, KS 66048

Raphael Kwesi Johnson

#96558; USP Lompoc
3901-Klein Blvd.

Lompoc, CA 93436

Kojo Bomani Sababu
#39384-066; USP Florence
5880 State Hwy, 678
Florence, CO 81226

Tillman Morris, #12733
P.O. Box 41
Michigan City, IN 46360

Russell Shoats
#AF:-3855

630 Jefferson Road
Waynesburg, PA. 15370

~ Mark Cook, #20025-148 -

USP Leavenworth

* P.O. Box 1000
- Leavenworth, KS 60048

 Teddy (Jab) Heath
~ £15A0319
138 State Street

Auburn, NY 13024

.- Eddie Conway, #116469

P.O. Box 534
Jessup, MD 20794

- Mohaman Gekua Koti

Shawangunk Corr. Fac.
Box 700

. Wallkill, NY 12589

Abdul Majid (A. LaBorde)
#83A483; Box A-G
Sullivan Corr. Fac
Fallshurg, NY 12733

Thomas Warner
M#049; Drawer R
Huntingdon, PA 16652

Jihad Abdul Mumit
#32379-138-02

P.O. Box 1000

Lewisburg, PA 17837.1000

Richard Thonmon—EL ’
#155229; USP Marion

" P.OBox 1000

Marion, II, 62959 '

Monda Langa (David Rice)
#27768; Box 2500
Lincoln, Nebraska 68520

Gary Tyler .

. #84156; Ash4

L ovainiasa St Priscn’
Angola, LA70712

SekouKambui
(William Tiark); #113058

" P.O. Box 10(6A100)

Clio, AL 36017

" Rikki Green; #84244

P.O. Box 220

. Hominy, OK 74502

Kalima Aswad .
(Robert Duran); #824120
CMC; P.O. Box 8108

San Luis Obispo, CA 93409

Haki Malik Abdulah
(M. Green); #C-56123
Corcoran Prison

P.O. Box 3456
Corcoran, CA 93212

Richard Mafundi Lake
#079972

. 3700 Holman Unit #4-10T

Atmore, AL 36503-3700

William Allen; #66643 .

RMSI; 7475 Cockrell Bend - -

Nashville, TN 37243-0471

Ruchell Cinquie McGee -
A92051; Pelican Bay CF
Crescent Citv, CA 95531

Atiba Shanna
(Sayles) #C-01656
2600 N. Brinton
P.O. Box 1200
Dixon, IL 61021

Awali Stoneman
B-98168; Soledad Prison
P:0. Box 100

Soledad, CA 93960

Shaka Shakur; #28443
P.O. Box 41
Michigan City, IN 46360

" Pnsoners

United States. Join the campaign for their release Wnte and v1s1t them'

“*Zolo Agona Azania #4969

" 7 Indiana State Prison
. P.O.Box 41 — death row -,
'Mdﬂgnncny,mm

2

omuuu#cnm ' k
MCU | !

" Trentot, NJ 08625

Charles Simms Africa

. AM-4975

P.O. Box 99901
Pittsburgh, PA 15033
William Phillips Africa
AM-4984 o

. Box'A.

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Michael Davis Africa

AM-4973

Drawer R T
Huntington, PA. 16652 L
Edward Goodman Africa
AM-4974 - o

P.0. Box 200 e
Camp Hill, PA 170010200

Delbert Orr Africa
AM-4985
DrawerK -

- Dallas, PA 18612

Janet Holloway Africa #006306
Merle Austin Africa # 006306
Janine Phillips Africa #006309
Debbie Simms Africa #006307
Cambndge Springs

451 Fullerton Avenue

. Cambridge Springs, PA 164(03-1238

Free'All
Political

L &“ -
Prisoners
of War!
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Letters :
Dear Comrades & Supporters of the Movement: -

Iam active in the Indiana prison system. The white
power monopoly inthisstate has, fordecades, kept the
life-blood of politically progressive movements from
flowing: This can be seen throughout the state and in
the prisonsystem where itis moreisolated; the vicious
repression of politically active prisoners has become
 the major plot to undermine the possibility of any
progressive movements within from linking up with
the efforts in the community to change the wretched
conditions that we find dominating our existence here
' Thiscallistoall who would stepforward, and
it may save the lives of two committed New Afrikan
men who have put their lives on the line upon their
release from prison to go back intothe community and
contribute something positive in Gary, Indiana. The
genuine efforts and committed actions of these two
righteous brothers have been targeted for false
criminalization. The mayor has personally and pub-
licly vowed toundermine theirefforts and see toit that
these two brothers are put back in prison.

- We desperately need now for the people, as
many as possible, to come to the assistance of these
brothers witha strong voice of support. Letitbe known
that these brothers are supported nationally by the
pedple, and that all eyes are on the situation facing
these comrades, whoaretrying tomake adifferencein
their community, which ismore thanany city govern-
meat has done there fordecades... .
Send your letters of support to; ’

* The Mayors Office - Gary, IN 46407 .

« Info News - 1953 Broadway, Gary, IN 46204

* WLTH Radio - 3669 Broadway, Gary, IN 46409
_*ThePost Tribune - 1065Broadway, Gary,IN 46407

* You may also write Indiana State Representative
‘Vemon G. Smith (P.O. Box M622 - Gary, IN46401),

and let him know that you support the program that

these brothers have initiated.

*Please also send copies of letters you write to Broth-

ers Coley & Campbell; let them know that you are in
support of their efforts and let them know what you

may be able todo or if you can lend further assistance

by helping them expose the injustice that is bein g

waged against them by Gary city officials. (c/o Blacks

United to Save the Hood [BUSH], P.O. Box 07094 -

Gary,IN46407-9998)

=15 .

“politics — not with

MAY/JUNE 1996
Listen - ‘ o
- We’ve been frustrated, often feeling as if We

- were the only ones saying that which needs to be said.
Feeling that exhaustion which accompanies feelin g

overburdened. The irony of this is that We’ ve missed
so much because We haven’t been listening! Just
think: where have We studied the work of bell books,
Barbara Neely,or Pearl Cleage?i use these three sista/
comrade/warriors because they’ ve shown the li ghtfor
me personally, but there are other voices that We’ ve
ignored because of patriarchy & homophgbia. :
- hooks (anything), Neely’s novels featuring
the domestic worker Blanche White - Blanche Onthe

Lam and Blanche Amongst the Talented Tenth, and

Cleage’ s Mad AtMiles and Deals With the Devil all

struggle for clarity in this age of neo-colonialism.
hooks says it best with this quote:

“...[New Afrikans] @
must be very, very . &
cautious in embrac-
ing the notion of a
nation as the re-
demptive location.
The redemptive lo-
cation lies in owur
radical politics and
the strategies by
which we imple-
ment those radical
bell hooks
the formation of a M ‘
nation.” - -
“ChallengingCapitalism_&Patriarchy”,ZMagazine,
December 1995. -

New Afrika is a nation, but this ain’ tenough.
A Luta Continua. Is this nation capitalist or socialist?
patriarchal or not? homophobic or not? imperialist or
a partner in communist development the world over?
freeornot? - '

Re-Build! TR
aNew Afrikan activist- \
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CROSSROAD Support Network News, Notes & Announcements
3021 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL 60629; 312-737-8679; crsn@aol.com

* We'd like to extend our condolences to Brother El-
Amin of the Nkrumah-Washington Learning Center,

wholosthis daughterina tragic household accidentin
March. « Ziyon Yisrayah’s execution date has been
set for June. (See CR, V6#2) » Comrad-Brother Zolo
Agona Azania received the death sentence after win-
ning a new trial. * Merle Austin Africa has been
released from the hole after doing30daysof a 75-day
sentence. She sends herthanx for “all the cards, letters,
butmostly...all the pressure that was puton this prison
administration to release me...” * CLAIM (Chieago
Legal Aid to Incarcerated Mothers, 205 W,
Randolph #830, Chicago IL 60606. 312-332-5537;
(FAX) 332-2570) provides legal services & educa-
tional programs to help the families of women prison-
ers remain intact whenever possible. Through public
informationand advocacy, CLAIM strives to promote
programs & improve government practices to benefit
thechildren & familiesofimprisonedmothers. CLAIM
was the source for “Women In Prison: A Fact Sheet,”
inCR, Vol. 6#2. « Sarah’s Circle (P.O. Box 408061,
Chicago IL 60640; 312-728-1991; women’s line:
312-728-5040) is a drop-in center that offers a warm,
welcoming, supportive, & non-intrusive safe haven
forwomen whoare homeless, transient,and/orreceiv-
ing low-income. Women can come and be them-
selves, sheltered from the abuses they suffer on the
street or in theirhome. * New from the Committee to
End the Marion Lockdown (P.O. Box 578172,

Chicago IL 60657-817 2; 312-235-0070;

ceml@aol.com): “Mass Incarceration & Control

Units: Crime Control or Social Control?” is-a 44-

page pamphlet containing transcriptions of presenta- (

tions by Alan Berkman, Nozomi Ikuta, Jose Lopez,
and Sanyika Shakur at CEML’ s Oct. *95 program
commemorating the lockdown at Marion. ($4+$2p/
h); “Women & Imprisonment in the United States:

History &Current Reality” is a 32-page booklet by a -

CEML founding member. ($3 + $2p/h); “Racism &
In@risonment" is an audiocassette of a 23-minute
taped interview with a memberof CEML.. ($5+$2p/h)

* On thursday March, 7, Loretta Goins (see CR | -

- V6i#3) wastransferred to FMC Carswell, in Fortworth

TX. The Shawnee Unitin Marianna had taken thatday
tocontinually dope herupon Thorazine. They then put
herona Lear Jet and whisked her off. Within the last

month Loretta has struggledto keep her head up. She
had a book on child abuse she was working on (her
only autonomy) taken from her. She is in desperate
need of reading material, the strength of good words,
andmoney. Itisobvious thatMariannais undermining
the truth of Loretta’ s abuse by these actions. Please
write letters to: Loretta Goins #13024-056, FMC

Carswell, P.O. Box 27137, Fortworth, TX 76127.

Write lettersasking for an investigation of Marianna’ s
Shawnee Unit,and Loretta’ srelease, to: JudgeMalcolm
Howard, P.O. Box 25967, Raleigh, NC 27611-5967.

* Wisconsin Rejects Capital Punishment referendum!

-The Wisconsin State Senate voted to reject Senate

Joint Resolution 51, which would have put a death
penalty referendum on the November 1996 ballot. -

o

Ken Saro-wiwa
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