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NEW AFRIKAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

WE, Black People in America in consequence of: arriving ata knowiedge of ourselves as

a people with dignity, long deprived of that knowledge; as a consequence of revolting with

every decimal of our collective and individual beings against the oppression that for three
- hundred years has destroyed and broken and warped the bodies and minds and spirits
of our people in America, in consequenceof our raging desire to be free of this oppression,
to destroy this oppression wherever it assaults humankind in the world, and in
consequence of inextinguishable determination to go a different way, to build anew and
better world, do hereby declare ourselves forever free and independent of the jurisdiction
ofthe United Stateof America and the obligations which that country’s unilateral decision
to make our ancestors and ourselves paper-citizens placed on us. -

We claim no rights from the United States of America other than those rights belonging
© to human beings anywhere in the world, and these include the right to damages, "
" reparations, due us from the grievous injuries sustained by our ancestors andourselves

by reason of United States lawlessness.

- Ours is a revolution against Oppression—our. own oppression and that of all people

in the world. And it is a revolution for a better life, a better station for all, a surer harmony ;
~with the forces of life in the umverse We therefore see these aims as the aims of our
.-revglution: - S
-+ To free black people in America from oppression v

« To support and wage the world revolution until all people everywhere are so free

« Tobuild a new Society thatis better than what We now know and as perfect asWecan .

-make:it;

N : - »Toassure all people in the New Society maximum opportunity and equal acoess to that

-maximum; r
- -+ To promote industriousness responsrbility scholarship, and service; .
_» To create conditions in which freedom of religion abounds and the pursuit of God and /
or destiny, place and purpose of humankind inthe Universe willbe

- without hindrance;

~ «Tobuild aBlack independentnation where nosector religious creed subverts or imped&s r
~ the building of the New Society, the New State Government, or achievemcnt of the Aims
_ ofthe Revolution as set forth in this Declaration;
~ + To end exploitation of humanbeings by each other or the environment

" “Toassure equality of rights for the sexes;

= Toend color and class discrimination, while not abolishing salubrious diversity, and to
o promote self-respect and mutual understanding among all people in the

- society;

" «Toprotect and promote the personal dignity and integrity of the individual a-nd his or

her natural rights;

'+ Toplace the major means of production and trade in the trust of the state“i:o assure the

‘benefits of this earth and our genius and labor to society and all! its‘

" members,and

.-+ Toencourage and reward the individual for hard work and mitiative and inﬁght and
devotion to the Revolution v ,,

o

7 Inmutual trust and great expectation, We the undermgned, for ourseives and for
B " those who look to us but are unable personally to affix their signaturcs herei:o,‘do join

talents and all our worldly goods.




MALCOLM X & BLACK PERSPECTIVES ON THE CRISIS OF SOCIALISM
by: ABDUL ALKALIMAT

Presented at: MALCOLM X: 1991 -
“RADICAL TRADITION AND A LEGACY OF STRUGGLE"
an J.nternatlonal conference

- Borough of Manhattan Communlty College/CUNY New York' C;ty .
: December 14, 1991 = r -

: - . It is‘a great challenge to speak on the toplc ”Malcolm X and Black

'Perspectlves on the Crisis of Socialism" at this time in our history. This is so
whether we thinkof th:Ls ‘country in particular or the world in general. Inthe last
decade we have seen an explos:.on of contradlctlons produce unprecedented: changes
and we continue to see these changes unfold before our eyes virtually on-a daily
basis. To put together ‘the name of Malcolm, with the theoretical and practical
experience of Soc:.allsm, is to place before us the most strateglc aspects of the

‘question being debated at the center of this storm: Can society be reorganized to
produce a better quallty of life than ever before, both in terms of race and
natlonallty on the 'one hand, and politics and economics 6n the 6ther? - .

I-“urther, the results of this historical debate is no mere academic exefcuse,

but will determine how all of us will live our lives into the 21st century. There
will be a new world order, and everyone will be playing by new rules. The 50 year
dominance of the USA since World War II is over, everyone who takes a serious look
at the situation seems to know that. As well, every country and reglonal power bloc

[ isbeing restructured and realigned Thus, the debate that is ragmg over the future
course of history is itself a historlcal nece551ty.

E ‘ Some would argue that History has ended, some would argue that progress is

;, over and some would argue that scarc:.ty and greed will destroy morallty and reduce

E

|

allof soc1ety, fmally, toacashi nexus, the ultlmte market 'I'heSe arethe prophets
of doom—our doom—who usually hold these beliefs as express:.ons of their coum:.tment

to capltallsm as a system, especmaily their position of pr1v11ege within'it, and
in response to the deepenlng crisis, these forces are
prepared tocarry their defense of capltallsm to extreme )
and ominous limits — Yes, once agaln we face the specter
of fas<:1sm from Maastrlct to Moscow, from Loulslana to
Latvia.

On the other hand, those of us who would ralse ‘the
name of Malcolmas one whose llf.e and pOllthS contains
positive lessons for the future, and who belleve that
socialism remains a viable historical form of social ,
transformation have “the awesome respons:.blllty of
revolutJ.onary leadershlp, " the task of hlstor:l.cal
criticism, strategic vision, and tactical action. The

~doom sayers of fer barbarlsm, genoc1de and war for the .
masses of people — check it out, look around in New

- York, you can see advanced forms of social. degeneratlon
everywhere. But we gather to argue the poss1b11.1ty of

'l
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prosperity, peace and justice, My hope is that-this session contr;putes to qur
collective grasp of socialismas a plausible scenario, and then together.wecan
leave here and work to lJ.nk this v1s1on with the practlcal tasks of the day to
day struggle. i R RSP IERTRT e

In my hrlef tlme I would ll,ke to address three maln 1ssuesz -
1. Was Malcolm X a Socialist? : :
2. . What is.the crisis of Socialism?

3.. Hhat is the relat.lonsh;lp between a B,laek agenda and a SOc.taliat agenda?

1 WASWXASOCMI%?

. On one Jevel th,].S J.S one of the most controyersa,al and easy to solve problemg
No, there isnoevidence that MalcolmX publicly committed hmselftotheprmmples
of Socialism. But we can’t. leave it at that,.si) e,defmmg people only by.the
. text of their talk is limited at best, and usuallgrwould have to assume that their |
context and soc:Lal practlce was 1rrelevant while J.Q. fact no serz,ous mterpretatlon i
of someone’s speeches and interviews can take p’ 2
and socz.al practice. = - i
v »Malcolmwas a northern Black workmg elass vm,ee whoemerged put Qf the Radieel
‘ ,A,,Blacle 'J.'radit:.on . Our Radical Black Tradit:mn, 48 rooted-in the. cumulatbve
experiences of Black peoples struggle for survival —. lessons paid for, lear '
and encoded in a culture of resistance, The ultimate l:ustorlcal sxgn,a.f;,gance of
Malcolm X is .,\tf,hatv,.;he( reaffirmed the tradition and pushed us forward to egenvyp
~the debate we are hav1ng today. e 2
. The LJ.ttle famlly nurturedMalcolm i .m a cradle of Panafr:.canlsm, Hatlonallsm,
Religion, and Feminism. Earl Little, Malcolm!s father, ‘was:-an itinerant Baptist
~ preacher.who steeped him in the: Bible as .a historical- paradigm of the Black
- experience and armed himwith the 01d Testament ethics of revolutlrmary violence.
Louise thtle, Malcolm’s mother, was a strong personality in fanu.ly and politics v
while connecting Malcolm to the African diaspora through her:Caribbean origin in
Grenada. Both of his parents. were activists in the UNIA, his *”fat‘her being-an
organlzer and spokesperson, and hlS mother an admlnlstratlve off1c1a1 at the 1oca1
. leml. 2 : \ ‘, ‘li.‘yf"\ ,(t,» “..‘,, } i ,-;%);, : ¥ H
Malcolm was snatched out of thlS context and put under Jdiret:t "wm.te"
supervision where he gave that a shot and grasped the spJ.rJ.t of mainstream
achievement and success with an openmind. Be was négated in-this: ‘éxperience by
whites in a foster home and school, justas h:Ls ‘parents had been negated by white
terrorists and welfare bureaucrats. This was.a reflection of the conditions facing
Black families who either trJ.ed to uphold the Radical Black 'r;:adlt;.on {Malcolm’s
Pdrents) or Black youth who try and conform to the behavior required for success
by the mainstreameducational institutions.: Both were«negatedg <y tajﬁctmﬁr zby
linstitutlonallzatlon, and by murder.’ SRR
~In turn Malcolm then negated the convehtmns of MLéﬁynby Sterlng fsr |
‘success in the underworld of street hustlers. This was a gangster hedonism that
required the mainstream as much as if one were in J.t And hen ofzceu »‘s‘em piace
“of be.mg killed he was locked up for burglary. e KR SERI
I thls scenarlo, -themain overall contradlctlon is that we fmd the radlcal




‘b‘lack tradltlon of the thtle fam:.ly llquldated by the racist terror ‘of us
capitalism. ,

' In the depths of thls prison experience Malcolm was "reborn w.u:hm the
Radical Black Tradition through a religious conversion experience by joining the
National of Islam. Elijah Muhammad, the leader of the Nation of Islam, ‘becamg a

father figure for mlcclm as he had been for several of Malcelm's s.l,sters and
. brothers.
The Nation Qf Islam was a hlghly styl:,zed form of- na.tlonala.sm. Ell]ah
Muhammad was a man from Georgia with little formal education, but who was wise
and skillful in training his orgam.zatlonal representatives and devising a -

Muhammad. On the one nand the Nation of Islamwas a sectariandogmatic organization
upholding a formof:Black capitalism run by an authoritarian leadership, while
- on the other hand its ‘newspaper was usually edited by a Black socialist who filled
~tHe pages with radical ‘critiques of Us cap;u:allsm and Western imperlallst
‘interests throughoutthe world.
- 'Malcolm X was térmented by great conflicts w;.thin the Natlon of Islam that
-pulled him from thé ‘dogmatism of Elijah Muhammad into the historical dynamlc of
-ion movement and world revolution. His leaders’ shortooming was
‘partly the reason; but‘mostly I think it was Malcolm’s links with the peoples
‘movement, the motion'of history drew him into the great debate of the 1960's, and
~hé began to charnige and growwithin that context free of sectarianismand dogmatism.
‘v Theonlycritical theoretical issuewithinthat debate that sums upMalcolm!s
“motion for-at: least tne last two years of his 11fe po:.nts to rsoc1a11.sm. COn31®r
thefollowmg, e R . B R Pk A

1. Malcolm took a elass pom.tlon. He consclously argued the case for the ”bottcm ‘
‘of the pile Negroes” and proudly proclalmed lu.mself “field Negro" in oppos:.tien
to the Uncle Tom - ﬁmxse Negroes . :

’ ,‘2. Malcolm declared hmelf a revolutlonary and- among others gave partlcular
- reference to Chlna and Cuba' , S F
| 3 Malcolm noted that the onlywhlte people who seemed towant what he wanted usually
*burned out to be soelalzst' ERN . . e

> ‘4 Malcolm flnally came to the pos:.tlon that the struggle muld not: be a race war,
=but-a world wide struggle of the oppressed of the world, in opposltlon to ”western
J.nterests" or in ether wards mperlalz.sm. g - S R

In sum, for me, the 1ssue then is not really the quest:.on was Malcolm x a :
ygocialist, but rather the clear and. undeniable fact that Malcolm X guided us to
“take up the issue of socialism (directly dnd indirectly) as part of the main debate
- sdriwving forward the Blackliberation movement. Of course, Malcolmwas not alone
" sin‘this but was joining the ranks of virtuallyall significant liberation movements
4R 'the thirdworld. In this way Malcolm finally helped resurrect the fifth: aspact
of the Radical Black Tradition that had been virtually silenced since the McCar
ipatges and the isolation of flgures swch asWEB DuBOlS Paul Robeson, and Claudia
Jones among others. - :

-program. He was in direct lineage, from Garvey to Noble DrewAli to Fard to Elijah
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2. WHAT IS THE CRISIS OF SOCIALISM? .

- Inthe iast 75 years we have been tolci by the capitalists that the sociiaiist

- system was dead while the socialists have in turn charged that capitalism was
‘moribund. But now we see the governments that proclaimed socialism in such deep
_erisisthat they are repudiating socialism, disbanding commnist parties, andeven
- destroying nmltlnatlonal countries in favor of a realignment based on narrow
- nationalist prmc:lples and the resurrectionof thecapitalist system. Inthe Soviet
~.Union both Yeltsin and Gorbachev uphold the capitalist direction part, but they

disagree on the form and function of the political structure.
While there are 1nterna1 and external bases for this crisis my summatlon

~ is simple, the main basis of the crisis of socialism remains capitalism.:So,. .Lf

these historical forms of already existing socialism have died, rather than |
Suicide, it was: murder, or death following a premature birth.
The thesis of a premature birth is that the Marxist prescrlptlon for the

“development of socialismdidn’t take place. The idea was that socialismwould be

best constructed in a society with a developed economy, advanced technology and

“an educated culturally advanced working class, with broad democratic traditions.
“In fact what did happen is that virtually all 20th century socialist revolutions
‘were in relatively undeveloped countries that took ona political form far. more

advanced than the econom:.c forces and social fabric could sustain. But even:as

“such, though with only 50 ‘years experience with the exception of the'former soviet
“union, they were gflcnous experiments whose successes affirmsocialism, but whose
"~ failure forces:

340 be sober in our assessment of the freedom we have within the
objective material conditions of our historical necessity. In theend the broad -
massSes of working people will decide the future and fate of all hlstory, whatever

~they are like, and whether we like it or not! So this thesis is that socialism
‘went as far as it could go, and#@iow in the midst of the world wide gcientific and
' technologlcal revolutionits present forms are belng swept aside requlrmg anew
f-more advanced form of socialist révolution to develop.’

‘The murder of soc:r.als,sm ‘thesis is that within the centrallzed bureaucracy
of the former governments and ruling conmunlst partles a new bourgeoisie was

‘created (and in some cases ‘0ld reactionaries were simply let in) and personal
*prlvlleges were generalized tothe restoration of capitalism, creating an enemy

headquarters within a state capitalist framework. The masses of working people

" became discontent with authoritarian states, an economy that fed a superstructure
‘burdened withofficials and cold war military expenditures, and a lagging supply
- of quality consumer goods. The new bourgeoisie has seized the moment of this mass

discontent, often propelled forward by youth influenced by western cultural and
material trends and is us:l.ng thelr new power to klll soc1a11sm. Its a case of

ﬁclass war.

- Bothof these arguments have merit in explamlng the last several decades ’

f*:.ncludlng our case of the African Americans inside of the USA. We face two

‘interrelated questions. First, the economic conditions: when has the economy
-polarized society into two warring classes? And two, when have white workers
- understood that their :mterests were flghtlng inunity with Blacks and not agamst
- Blacks?

The main outllnes of US hlstory seem to point to at least three tlmes that




workers rose up, twice in alliance with the bourgeolsz.e to carry out the nat:x.onal v
democratic revolution in 1776 and in the 1860‘s, the socalled amerJ.can revolutlon
“and’the civil war, and once in the Great Depression that. resu:lted in the creation
‘of the US welfare state. The crisis of socialismin the USA is that the. conditions
of class war have been muted by the partlcularltles of this country, economic
expansion across diverse regions in a country with vast resources, an imperialist
bribe of the workers based on third world plunder and the collaboration of trade
‘union bureaucrats. Finally the most important problem hasbeen the racmmof the
white workers who have more often than not refused to unlte and f:.nd common cause
Wlth the masses of Black worklng people. “ : : S

1’Thls leads to our final questlon-

3. | What :.s the relat:.onship between a Black Agenda and a Soc:.ahst Agenda?

First let me indicate that MalcolmX lived at the end of hls life in a period
“when the US economy was expanding. This meant that US ;mperlala.sm was able to
‘continue the bribe of white workers and extend to them pm.vileges Of course this
was only relative to Blacks as in fact they remained fi the‘grlps of the
. ~exploitative mechanisms of capJ.talJ.st class relatlons, : wh i;e, but: they
remained workerst = g S
. A Black perspective on the crisis of soc1a11sm has to come to grl,ps w;th
the fact that for the mass of: people there is no Black agenda sepaa:ate from.a
‘socialist agenda at this moment in. our hlstory. A corollary rs that Black u;u.ty
~is no longer the key to social progress.
' For the last 100 years or more the Black mlddle class has led the slack o
-liberation movement for the most part because Black unity was the key to social
_progress and they had the ability and inclination to lead the si:rqule. However,
the civil rights movement fought and won gains for a sector of this class that
has become an openly right wing oreo tro;an horse within the Black camnlty . These
are major corporate board members, high government. off 1c:.als » and conservative
ideologues of the. rlght This is the final betrayal of the :“house Negro.”
- Forthe majority of Black people the unity required fi ~social progress is
-abottomup political motion that turns the fundamental economic polarization into
- a staging ground for the army of oppressed, the wretched of the earth right here.
:  The agenda for this army is clear. On the one hand tounleash the scientific
~--and technological forces to create and sustain unprecedented possmﬂ.lltles for
.improvements in the quality of life, by placing a “serve the people" prmclple
- in place of a; ”prlvate profJ. " prlncz,ple. : -

‘In sum, the crisis of socmllsm in the Black comunlty is the CI:LSJ.S of
. leadership..As long as the Black middleclass provides leadershlp and the illusion

- of an inclusive Black unity dominates Black political- culture, socialismwill be

~ repudlated just as Bush, Pat Buchanan, and David Duke want it to be. ‘But when the
-air is cleared by 'straight talk and open debate in the spirit of Malcolm and the
#pottomof the pile Negroes” everywhere, ‘socialismas a center piece of the Radical

Black Tradition will be reborn and the p0551b111ty of a future worth llvmg w:.ll
-'become a practlcal pro;ect. ; S -
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Onthe Questlonof Political Prisoners

. Thereisno quest;lon thatsupportfor pohtlcal prisonersand prisonersofwar should and must

bean mtegral partofanymovementforliberation. Thereisno questum&hat ig eoplewhohave
dedicated theirlives to the struggle fof#igedom in this coun andreg notpossibleto

talk about a movement for lib
ofthat struggle fc

Whatisca
hberatlon.
I remember 31tt1ng i
SeventhAvenue andhste i

 victories. I mterpreted that t&
" and tellnolies ab;butwli’éfgw
tobuild a strong bond of
the politicians and corpotate busmes@en
‘people to go along with their program.
This lesson, Tell no lies and claim no easy vzctorzes, has been the cornerstone of my
understandmg of what this struggle is supposed to be about. If we take the Tl no lies approach to
organizing, then we take the time out tobuild a foundation for a movement thatisdestined tobring
us the victory we say we're fighting for. There would be no need to organize separate programs to
educate the community to the existence of political prisoners because as we work to organizerent
stnkes andtakeﬁ ontrolofabandonedbuildings to create decent housing in our community through .
, 2! We ‘euldbe talking while we’re working about how Abdul Majid and others
orgamzed tenant assoclatlons inthe East New York and Brownsville sections of Brooklyn such as
the Oceanhill Brownsville Tenants Association. While we’ reorganizing around the issue of quality
education that teachesour true history androlein this societywe could talk about HermanBelland
Albert ‘Nuh’ Washington and their work with the liberation schools. While we're organizing food
co—ops and other survival programs we can talk about Gerommo Pratt, Sundlata Acoli, Robert
‘Seth’ Hayes and all the other political prisoners and prison- _
ersof war who workedin the Free Health Clinics, the daycare -
centers and went to prison as a result of their active partici- .
pation in organizing efforts around issues that dlrectly af-
fected the Black and oppressed communities. ;
Because our ‘movement’, for lack of a better word has-_ ;.
deteriorated to the point. that the majority of our organizing | &J
is done through demonstrations, rallies, conferencesand ! *
press conferences; the onlyway we feel we can talk aboutthe
issueof political prisoners is when we drag them out for show
- and tell time or when weneed to leg1t1m1ze what we're doing.
- This raises the question, “Are we serious about struggle? or
Are wejust profiling?” If we're not serious then we needtolet .
our political prisoners off the hook and tell them to“Dowhat |
youthinkisbestforyou!”Ifweareseriousthenweneedtostop .| I
ego tnppmg, stopprofiling, stoprabblerousingandgetdown | #£3
to the serious Work of organizing. Talk is cheap, action is -
supreme'
, Political prisoners didn’t become pohtlcal prisoners |
out of a vacuum. They went to prison, for the most part as - R
members of polltlcal formatnons There are . Ahmed Evans

others that say anythmg and do anythmg toget the

J;
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. .." . over150political prisonersinjail across this country. Themajority
" -7 ofthesebrothers and sisters are serving upward of 25 years tolife
. andatleastone, MumiaAbuJamal,isfacingdeath. Atthetimethe -

majority of these people went to prison there was a thriving
. movement on the street. They are sitting there now and the
v mcvementlstotallyfragmentedandmastateofdlsarray ’I‘heyare
2. beingpulled in alot of different directions by fragmented organi-
L zatmnsthataremoremterestedmpostmngasthe‘vanguard and

- Jockeymgforpomhonthandomgﬂle workoforganizingthe people

' ntly wonder why it is necessary for them to be fighti

‘ among @mnselves to be the titular ‘vanguard’ of a ‘movement’ -
when there are mllhons of people that have to be -organized? If they all got down today to the task
oforganizingNew York City,oranyof theotbgrmémm acrossthe United States, therewould
still be room for more help. We wouldn’t evenstepon er’s toes and would be glad to share
the work because that’s how much work that has tobe, atis, if we were serious about the ,
~joboforganizing for liberation. ;
. The term ‘political prisoner’ means notlung to the WVRFagE ln'other;or sister on the block
* because the terms Tliberation’ and ‘revolution’mean nothmg The. /e no meaning for our
people, no realmeanmg, because wehavedone noreal orga ,and :

lack of consciousness among our people, and the lack of s gpuppnrt for pohhcal fmSQners isadirect
‘resultofourlackofconcrete workamongourpeople ’Ihedaysafpeoplegethngmvolvedmstruggle :
Qur people require examples of what
ghtforchange. Oneetheyareshown

for great socialist ideas is long gone, if they ever existed. G
~ concretechanges willoccurin their conditionifwe collectivelyfig
‘the example of what could be achieved, they are more likely to A .
_confronted by how the state - government - - police respond to ‘people who dare to speak out and’
- organize and educate against a system that has consmtemly exploited, brutalized and oppressed
them, they are more likely to support political prisoners.
: Some of us mistake the people s anger at, frustration w1th and distrust of the system as
meaningthey arereadyforrevolution. Itistrue thattheypossess adeepseated anger atthe system,
-that they distrust the system, butit’s also tru¢ that they have not made the connection between thé
‘source of this anger and distrust and creating a revolution. Our people are more inclined to
~participatein arace riot than arevolution. They would support adrugdealerbefore they’d support
- arevolutionary. Why? For anumberofreasons, chlefbemgthatthe drugdealerisinthe community
constantly, is known by the community and has picked upona lesson that the revolutionaryused
- toknow. The drug dealer understands that he has to give something back to the community. He
~_employsthelocal people and therefore, even: 1f 1t S penmes; makes a ‘
~difference in the life of the community. ' ,,
- This is not an indictment of our people, but rather an
” indictment of the detérioration of the movement and our complete
lossofdirection. At some point we should havebeen able tostopand
_take an assessment of the state of the movemtent, especxally follow-
. ingthe major offensives against the revolution brought on by the
government, i.e. COINTELPRO and the destruction of the Black
Panther Party. ‘We seem to have forgotten everyﬂung we ever
. d about revolution, thatit’s aboutthe people, makmg quali-
e and quantltatlve ‘changes in the conditions of our people.
‘ aboutgammgnameororgamzatwnalreoogmtmn




prisonersof war.

packages and cards and were there waiting when I was released from prison in 1986.

movement thatwe arel
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pepple that were in my section in the community were the ones who stood by me and gent me

-

thatwill lead us to victory.In orderto create the conditions for revolutlon we mustgo backtobasws .
" and deal with the fact that revolution is protracted, it doesn’t happen overnight therefore we have

the time to make sure we lay the correct foundation and build a strong movement based on work. -
* This is the only real way we can build the necessary support to free our polmcal prisoners and :

" Afinal word, to‘our pohtwal prisoners, we used to lmow that pnson was a microcosm of -
society. Thatis, we recogmzed the truism that the conditions of the people that came through the -
~ doorsofthe pnsonreﬂectedthestateof the society without. Ifyouthinkback to what washappening .
on the streets at the time you were incarcerated and the activities that were going on among the !
prisoners in the institutions and compare that to what the people who are coming into the .
institutions are talkingabout and doingnow, youcan deduce for yourselfthe state of themovement, -
today. Just.as we haveajob to do out here, you have ajob to doin there. Being in prison does not
releaseyou of yourobhgahonstoeducatetohberate someofyouseem tohave forgottenthat. What
being in prison does is change the venue from which you organize - change the playingfield. .
.. Iremember another class that took place in the Harlem office of the Black Panther Party ]
Thls lesson had to do with the 10-10-10 Program. This was alesson on organizing. Wehad tolearn, |
the 10-Point Program and Platform of the Party. We had tolearn the 26 rules of the Party. We had
W tolearn the 8 Points of. Attention and the 3 MainRules ofDlsciphne Wehadtolearnthe motto and
internalize all of it. We had tolearn and internalize it for the day when the offices would no longer.
L be open and available tous. We had tolearn it for the day when we would be on our own without :
i other Panthers sothatwe could carryout the tasks of the revolution. Once we mtemalized these |
3 teachings wewere readytu goeutandorgamze The theory was thatifeach one of us organized ten.

people, and ‘ ten people, and those people organized ten people - the thlrd 1
group, Eeaz g j _'zed 10 people, would number 10,000 people. It’s a time consuming . -
L method of ¢ stried and true. This was the approach to organizing thatTusedinmy .
| ‘section when the Party. During the time Iwas incarcerated in Goochland, Vu-guua the

Orgamzah@ﬂseﬁmeandgo}butwehavetocreatewrthmourpeople thespmtofstruggle We
have to build: amovement toliberate our people. The issue of political prisoners is part of that |
Iding and inbuilding that movement we must understand that thisis not

a separate issue. Itis anmtegral partofthat movement, it can’t be putinfront of the movement and
an't be an a&erthought It mustbe woyen into the very fibers. .
. Comrade- Sister SaﬁyaBykhan is presently working and orgamzmg
~ inthe New York area, She plans to publish a collection of essays inearly’
. '95. Shecan be conta;:ted through the Black Panther Newspaper Committee.




9 . Jan-Mar/5.1 "

I nternatzonal Polztwal Przsoners Umt_e toSave | f
MumzaAbuJamal I

msal . s ) : . 7‘ - s R ! T S el

DearComrades&Fnends brR e '
Many of us were outraged by Natlonai Pubhc Radro’s deasmn not to broadcast a series’ of :
: oommentanesby political prisoner ‘Mumia AbuJamal. NPR collapsed in the face of pressurefrom
Philadelphia police and other law ‘enforcement groups led by Repubhcan Bob Dole on the floor of
the US senate. Several political currents were crystallized in that moment: the seriousness ofthe ’
state’s drive to execute Mumia and hasten the pace of executions overall; the real subserviénce of
ofte of the few media services that oncemsaintained even the pretense of’ mdependence* therelative"
weakness of progressive and anti-death penalty forces in the US which have beeri unable to -
reinstate the radio program. The cops and their advocates like Dole well understoo: | the possible

impact ofallowing a reasoned, articulate andutterly himanvoice such as Mamia'sc on aphbhé that ;
~ hasgrowninureto, fnotactuallyfondofexecumons It’s alothardertado w'rekilli ’

' anatlonal discussionofthe executlonofaUSpohttcalpnsoner-theﬁrsts utiontobecarrie
out since the Rosenberg’s. The state murder of a former Black Panther, people’s journalist, pri
anti-death penalty activist and supporter¢ ofMOVE is somethmg that the nght wmgWeuid préfer
tokeep secretuntil it’s been accomplished. "’ ’
" Currently, the warrant for Mumla S execution is sxttmg on the desk of Pénnsylvania :
GovemorCasey awa1tmgh1s signature. Caseysupportsthedeath penalty, but withoutenthusiasm. *
Last month he narrowly defeated aneffort bythe Pem:sylvama leglslaturetolmpose an‘automatic
time limit for signing death warrants. Casey leavesoffice in.J anuary; the} major candidatesinthe*
campaign to succeed him are pro-death penalty and are under pressure to promtse to hastentﬁe‘
pace of executions. Time is of the essence for Mumia. /
- Political prisonersin the US andother countriessuchas Germanyhave come mgetherbefore ‘
todo what we could to build solidarity with Mumia and call for the abolition of the death penalty. -
Itis time to make ourbest effort. We are proposmgthe organization ofa series; ofeventsduringthe
, week of December 10, 1994 (International Human Rights’ Day) whiel We?ve tentatively titled, -
4 “International Polztzcal Prisoners Unite to Save Mumia Abu Jamal: Art and Writings Agcunstthe’ '
Death Penalty.” The concept isoneof creating a muItl-medla lngh-lmpact seriesof’ pmg‘amsthat
are crafted, produced and written primarily bypohtxcal prisoners and former political prisoners
from the US and as many from othér countries around the world. asgwe can contact. Overthe past
10 years Mumia has received strong support in Europe We believe we can count on political
prisonersfrom Germany, Italy, Spam andIreland to participate in whatever ways they can. We will
reach out to political prisoners in other countriesicharacterized by anti-colonial/ anti-imperialist -
struggles where we alreadyhave some contacts the Phlhppmes Isz‘ael ’I‘urkey, Chﬂe and Mexico.

represeritatlves addre ssesin Asia, Africa and Latin America. Themore weare able to mtefnatlon- |
alize this project, the more effective it will be. If you have contacts with political prisoners or their
g orgamzatlons abroad, please wnte to them and put us in touch with them as well




/’ 3

cmssp a0 | | JanMar/@ﬁ

- Within the projectitself we envision the posmblhty ofanartand m‘aﬂs show/sale to benﬁt S
Mmma s defense fund as well as the production of prisoner-authored plays, videos and guerrilla
theater; rap, poetry and even musicwherepossible. We hopetoinvolve actors, artistsandmusicians
onthestreet(well-knownand not-so-well-known)who are associated with humanrightsstruggles
or¢an beorganized to be so. However, the point would be to organize them to read, present and/or
produce works by the prisoners. Obviouslythe scope, varietyand success of this effortisdependent, |
on the prisoners primarily, and then uponour collective ability to activate our own netwerks and '
orgamzatwns of supportersonthesm'eet Itisforusto determme R R L LRSI

The goals we’ve dlscussed fer thxs progect areas follows

:’. 1 Tp motw \le zns;deami eutszdetodo whatever is possLbIe testop theexecutzon eﬂ
i :Mumzaam! work towards the abolition of the death penalty overall. S

- 2.Toraisemoney for Mumid’s legal defense. :
-+ + i Toinvolve political prisoners from other countries, thgreby ﬁtrthermg the

5 f fm«té‘mtwaahzatwn ofthe demandtostoptheexecuuonandat thesame tzme
L s-ramzzg censczousness inthe US abou:t tke struggles ofpolztwal prisoners

J ersey Clty, NJ 07304 :
(201)485-3244 ’ L
. bymail, phone (collect ormtlnrd person) byJanuary 15. L ‘ ,f
 Whenyou contact Mary, plemmnform herif you are willin to have your name added o
| to thelist to signatures on the Call and an idea of what contnbutlons you can make
* towards the project. Please tell her also if there are an individuals who she or others might
contact aboutdoing work on the street, However, don’t waitaround; if youknow actors, musicians,
rap artists, poets or orgamzers who could eonmbute oontactthem yourselfand put them in touch

wﬂ.hMary Ci

“We wanttobe clea,rmth everyone that this pmjectis from us, the pnsoners, andforMmma

' 'i and others onthe death rows across the country. We are not talking about building a coalition of

ions, but rather a working groupof; mdmduals who will facilitate oure collective abilityto -

beheard. The pnnclples for this working group are: 1)Save Mumia; and 2) Abolish the death

penalty Anyone who agrees with these principles : and is ready to do work is welcome All other :
ional ndasshouldbeleﬂ: atthe door o :
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‘Wehavea snmil amountofseed moneyto covertheinitial mallmgs butother organizing costs

' wilI have to'be met. We're asking each prisoner to mobilize her/his own network to assist with

“‘something? We areof

ﬁmdrmsmgthmughdonatlons,house parties, charlas, raffles, house art sales, etc. Insomemstaneés
thefse actmhe’s canlay thebasis for bringing the project to other cities. == .

| you to'share this with other political prisoners/pow’s who are w1th you amd nther
ally us prisoners who you think would beinterested-in contributing. o
Many people onthe street are under the illusion that Pennsylvania won’t reaﬁy execute
Mum1a-—that something will happen, someone will intervene. Others; including some of usinside
the walls, have succumbed to the apparent inevitability of the state doing whatever it wants to do.

Those of us in these kamps know that they’ll pull that switch in a hot minuteunless they' perceWe N

that it is not in their long-term interest to do so. There can be no waiting for ‘someone’ to do
upthis project proposal as one collective effort we might make_.It won’t
rs make it happen. We each need to determme for ourselves‘what is
in our means. :

succeed unless the pr
possible and what is’ ~

Please let us hear from you as'soon as possnble thh your 1deas alternatlves cntlclsms and
suggestions. Again,] besurﬁwmfoxm Marywhether»vehaveyourpe.sxmlssmnm sendoutthe enclosed
“Call for Submissions” with you’r nameon it and an idea of what" el you can contnbute

.‘=-thuBomam Sababu
[# Jihad Abdul Mumit -

Y 1“Hamehabazz Bey
Larry Giddings

" Abdush Shakur

: ;%R;cardoJlmenez .

‘Sundiata Acoli -

the Weats;de Kwamaa Cpmmlttee demonstmbd the Kwapzaa ntual and explamed t.he symbols ‘

~* Herb Newkirk, AchngSupexmtendent ISP, POBox 4], Mmlngan&tle%%OdemandmgthatShakabe

CROSSROAD SupportNetwork News & Updates

On September 16, the CR/SN sponsored "Speakmg From Behind the Wall: Mu.tma Abu-JamaI o along mth t.he
Peace and Justice Radio Project, Prison Radio Project, Chwago Conference of Black anyéhs and the Ilfinois
Coalition Against the Death Penalty. There wasa full house on hand in the Center For Inner City Studies .
basement lounge to hear some of Muinia'g+ ful comimentaries which were never dired on National Public

Ea;tio Ifa,nyonelsmh@ma,t@dmdmnga ihi gTmenmthelrcommumty, pleasecall&;l2-4;27 2533formom

OnNovember 26, We ran down the CR/SN Pnnclples and Program to folks gathered at Afrika West' Books &
Bottique (5941 W. North Avenue, Chicago) for their Grand Opening and Open House. We were happy to parhm‘
pate‘and enjoyed dancing and dmmmmgbysmerlssam and her son, Mungay. Mama Erline Arikpo talked -
about our work in The National Coalition of Blacks for Repa;mhons in America (N'COBRA), and a bmther,&om -
the Ausar Auset Society talked about how to qat to live and the spirituality of our ancestors. Sista Tabasnmu, of

,,,,,

: QO..’.O S

egxpanded' it chthmuriicatione capadtywh FAX and e«mmwpabmues OurFAX#}s 31’2-737-86?9
ar e-mai addressis m@abl COM <immimmadi - (for more, seepage 29).° T

D .CC.‘

Comrad-Brother Shaka Shakur is bemg demed medmal treatnent. for aback problem Please sepd letters tao

A\

g;ven appropnate medical attention; send copies of your letters to CR/SN.,




Like Marl:ln Malcolm&n?:l brothers, hersinthepen

Are the oo called black leaders Just Agureheads hat really don't amourittomuch "

st fi parentmg and the raisiﬁg
| So‘Where are the brothers is the C

T’he Black Nation s fate rests in Black hands
TheSe who deny the conspiracy fall prey toits plan

The President government and others shouldn’ t have to feel our hostﬂity
For our neighborhood community children and people are our responsibility

N \ s

Lorne Runnels

TRl .. Subscribeto

o © CROSSROADY
EHUSSHUHD is @ non;sectarian newsletter produced by and for New Afrikan Prisoriers ofW,ammir f“?nsongrs—
captured combatants who were and are engaged in protracted people's war against the colonial tfamfmﬂonof the United .
States, for national self determination and independence of the Republic of New Afrike. CAOSSRORD alsoprovidesa
perspectweontﬁerzpmswnaftﬁemassmovemntand’genocu{a[/w[om[vw&mwagec{agmtﬁemmofﬂ[ewﬂ
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Search And Destroy Missions In
Chicago Housing Authority
Projects Buildings

Vince Lane, the chairman of the Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) and the Chicago
Police Department want to continue their illegal and unjustified policy: of searching and.
destroying apartments in C.H.A.-controlled buildings without any type of warrant. For
the past several years, the CHA along with the C.P.D. has carried out these warrantless.
searches and raids at their whim and tried to justify it by sdying they are trying to take
back buildings that have come unde,r\tlg”e control of certain youth organizations
(misnomered as gangs). This policy of search and destroy has been ruled as illegal and
unconstitutional by a Federal court judge yet Vince Lane and the police department are

- trying to find ways to circumvent the ruling. This policy reminds many in the Afrikan-

Amerikan-community of the Separate and Equal phase of the Amerikan nightmare ithat
we have experienced, where there was one law for Afrikan-Amerikans and another for
- white settlers. This policy continues unabated in the eyes of many in our community
when we look at the large number of Afrikan-Amerikan youth that are unemployed.and
the concomittant number of Afrikan-Amerikans who are involved with the justice.
system. o - T o

~ The so-called justification for the. sweeps is allegedly to stop the sale of illegal:
drugs and the drug warfare raging out of control within many of the C.H.A.’s high rise
buildings. In order to stop or effect the sale of drugs and drug warfare it is necessary
~ to deal with the root causes of drugs; poverty, high unemployment/underemployment,
lack of quality education, lack of self respect and lack of self-esteem, etc. It is virtually-
impossible for the invading armies of police and C.H.A. bureaucrats/mercenaries to-
mount an effective effort against the drug trade and drug war despite their gestapo-
community like paramilitary raids and pogroms. The raids are solely for publicity and
part and parcel of the u.s. governments plans to destabilize, stigmatize, and commit
genocide against Afrikan-Amerikan people, especially young Afrikan-Amerikans, many
of who are in youth organizations and pose a specific threat to this nation if they become
- politicized with the politics of national independence, self-determination, and national

liberation. The raids are tantamount to an unjustified and undeclared war against

‘Afrikan-Amerikans in general and young Afrikan-Amerikans in particular. The main
S S .~ suppliers and even users of illegal

.drugs are.not to be found in our com-
. | munities. The children of white set-

.| tlers and white settler women are the
2\ | main users of illegal drugs in the u.s.
3.| There are no plans being developed to . |

.| raid and sweep Carl Sandburg Village
- | or.Lake Point Towers for guns or drugs
- |"and:-suspend the constitutional and

| human rights of those tenahts: Why'is
it even -necessary to search.every
apartment when . the police :usually
.have advanced information on which
‘apartments are involved in drug sales?
| Those officials that advocate or stand




idly by during this period of wide-spread random warrantless searches would leave the :
New Afrikan community more vulnerable to the former notorious and infamous period
in our h|story of captivity in this nation when Afrikan-Amerikans were subjected to the

‘Black Codes in the North, Fugitive Slave laws below the Mason-Dixon, and the Dred Scott -
decision (a Black man has no rights a whiteman is bound to respect).

~ To'add insult to injury this policy of warrantless searches is being supported by
the people pimp and hustler better known as babbling Bobby Rush, the congressman from
the first Congressional district. Rush has licked boots and tommed his way to the Vice-

" Chairmanship of the lllinois Democratic party. Rush has even out-tommed the late

Congressman William Dawson, the sell-out who sold the Afrikan-Amerikan community

. to the hlghest bidder, may his soul burn eternally in hell. What makes Rush’s support for

the sweeps ironic is that Rush is the former Deputy Minister of Defense for the lllinois
Chapter of the Black Panther Party. While head of the party, he advocated and urged our
people to.defend themselves arms in hand: against anyone trying to enter our homes
without a warrant . U.S. president clinton has also asked his staff to try and devise
methods to attempt.to get around the constitution similar to ronald (ray-gun) reagan

-and george bush devising a plan. to.aid the Contras in Central America through allowing

them to buy cocaine from the drug Iords in Colomb|a and selling it for money to buy |

~-weapons and equipment in the u.s.

Vince Lane and Bobby Rush, if they have any concern for the residents of the CH.A,,
shauld and could better spend theintime working to rehab and repair the thousands of
vacant apartments that they claim have been taken over by small-time drug dealers. The
fundamental causes of the shooting war are the dire economic contradictions in the
Afrikan-Amerikan community, the lack of self-determination, and the racist white

- supremacist policy of benign neglect towards its internal colony, the Afrikan- -

Amerikan community along with the Puerto. Rican commumty and Native Amerikans.
The only way to slow down and make an
impact on the volume of drug sales in the
community in general and the C.H.A. in particu-
lar is to turn to the tried and tested methods
used in: other communities. The community
must. organize and unite and step forward to
stop the sale of drugs and the drug war. Only the
-commumty united and organized can make a
dent in the problem. The C.H.A. and the C.P.D.
have ho more right to search the projects than
they do to search Marina T owers‘?and Sandburg
Village or any other. luxury htg :‘,,'nse S

’  Abdul Shanna

Child in Chicago Project
shows mandatory LD. -
: card
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trayingfemales in prison as children, promiscuous,
. orlesbians, have had an adverseimpacton the way
society views fernale prisoners. These cruel percep-

. Women in Prison: Does Anybody See?

: - From their breasts flowed the fluids of life that nurtured the fraternal twins — Hum amty |

and Civilization. Now held captive for having been convicted of crimes, they are repudiated and

venomouslyopposed by those same siblings asifthey were diabolical enemies. Screamsfor dignity

and respect are common, yet, the screams are inaudible. Their ongoing suffering is shielded from

view. Their vociferation can no longer survive a societal overview. These screams for dignityand
respect emanate from Women in Prison. S ST - ,

: Womengenerally suffer inequalities lower wages, sex discrimination/exploitation, etc.)at

~ the hands of a sexist society controlled by white males. The situation grows more intense upon |
- entering prison. Passivity is the order of the day and paternalism is nestled snugly in place. For .
themost part, America’s society hasbecome desen- , ' B

sitized toreports of custodial rapes; sexual/psycho-
logical abuses, and racism. Low budget films por-

tions are misleading and, in most cases, these per-
ceptions are deceptions. Sexist attitudes dominate
andreinforcestereotypical viewsof womeninprison.
Male chauvinistic persuasion has produced an un-
caring and uncomfortable attitude towardsthe dis- -
gusting conditions that women find themselyes
under while in prison. Thus, human cruelties such
ascustodyrape, sexual abuses, psychologicalabuses
and racism have come to a point of toleration, and
vile acts committed against women are intentional
and receive virtually no public attention. E

Femaleprisoners receiveselectivegenderbased punishments umquelytaﬂored toproduce

passivitys Punishments of the greatest severity are: custodial rape, threats of rape and sexual
abuses-includingmanipulation. Strip, patorshakedownsearchesare other formsofoffensivebody
contacts. Infantile treatment is another technique specifically designed towards humiliation.

are pervasive forms of intimidation. Certain abuses encompass a combination of punishment,

‘Threatsofplacementinisolation andinterference withrel ationshipbetweenmothersandchildren

* humiliation, intimidation, and racism.

Complaints of custodial abusesof womehére pdlitical time-bombs, thus the complaintsare

‘éleverly concealed through shrewd and stealthy maneuvers. A major factor for concealment of
. reported custodial abusesis, the accused are government employees-who are sworn to uphold the

laws. Government officials in many cases will not investigate allegations of abuse because they
themselves are also employees of government. Having government monitor government is an
unrealistic approach to solving abuses by government, officials. Complaints by females are

- primarily dismissed because of the paternalistic doctrine which reigns over the penal system.

Individual denials 6f the wrongdoings by male officers accused of abuse should not be grounds for
a lackadaisical investigation, nor should the fact that guards have sworn to an oath serveasa
bulwark of infallibility or righteousness. BN o e
‘The hands offapproach, spearheaded by the Supreme Court of the United
Statesinthe case of Bellvs, Wolfish, 441 US 520,60LEd2nd447,99S Ct 1861(1979)
increased the potential o T R RS RS
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custod1al abuses. The Supreme Court of the United States hashterallysetthe stage forbrutal penal ‘
~ officials to do as they please without substantial reasons for restraint. The Supreme Court held:

~ (Prisonofficials are accorded wide-ranging deference on the adoption and executionof policiesand
practicesinsustainingclaimsofcustodial abusesandfind comfort with the courtallotteddeference.
- Justice Thurgood Marshall felt, "the standardlaid out by the Court was a toothless standard” and
“applies mespectlve of the excessiveness of the restraint or nature of the rights infringed” in his
dissentingopinion, US, at 567, 60 LEd2d 447, 99 S Ct 1861, The “deference negates multiple acts

- of abuse, and to have a court scrutinize a complamt of custodial abuse is comparable to a butterfly

soaring with an elephant in tow." Thus, the court has consﬁwbed a sanctuaryformale guards to |
abuse female pnsoners T 4 N ‘

Pumshments % ‘ ‘
Hlstoncally women pnsoners have faced enormous pumshments mﬂxcted upon them
through male prison guards and officials. In the 1800’s, women working alongside men on the
dehumammngchamgangs suffered whippingonthe buttocks, inthepresenceofmen..(1)Theywere ]
. alsoforced to defecate right where they worked, in frontofmen .(2) In 1826 ,Rachel Welch,became = §
impregnated whileisolatedin solitaryconfinement, and died from L abeatingatthe handsofaprison
official.(8) In the period 1830-1930, the Indiana State prison operated aprostitution ringinvolving
female prisoners and male guards.(4) Although both men and women wére incarcerated there
together and shared certain aspects of work, they were quartered se{;arately ,

- Ina1992 Newsweek article, it whs reported that women at the Women’s Commumty
Correctional Center(WCCC)onOahu Hawaii, had accused male; guardsofrunmng aprostitution
ringby rentmg roomsfor theillicitsexina downtown Honolylu! Hotel, where they were taken from
the prison to the hotel by van, and returned to the prison before the prison curfew hour.(5) Lynn
Shaffer, a prisoner at WCCC, reported witnessing a uniformed guard whisper to anotherinmate

to“Getup”,andleadherto anoffice. Lookingthrough a window, Shaffer said, “Isawhlmhalf-mttmg

against a desk. Judy wag on her knees performing oral sex."(6) ,
ill ar /CCCprisoner, Elizabeth E., reported she was forced 1ntohavmgsex anda
ms. photographmg the other having intercourse with her. (7) In 1993,

ge abuseoffemale prisonersat Georgig’ sHardwnck prison were reported

onnationwide telews Women also suffer crueltyin a varietyofother ways. Daisy Jane Benson

reportedthatshewasbemg&mﬁlymedmatedmthunnecessarymndaltenngdrugsas apre-tnal '

| detamee and was not ahle to partnclpate fullyin her owndefense.(8)

Hmmhatlon , a
‘Humiliation also plays a part in
female prison abuse. Male guards are
~ allowed to do body shakedowns where
theyrunthelrhandsalloverﬂlewomen S
~bodies.(9) In the prison caseof
. Leev.Downs, Lee, a female prisoner
‘ attheCorrectlonal Centerfor Women
..# {  inGoochland, Virginia, suffered men-
“tal anguish after her panties were
B foreefullyremovedandhervagmawas
_searched by a female nurse in the
presence of two male guards.(10)
- Women in the State of Washington
Correctlons Centerfor Women Sl
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(WECW)complained thatpat searchesbymaleofficerswere anunnecessaryandwant.on infliction
- of pain and constituted cruel and unusual punishment.(11) The pat searches permitted a male .
guardto use a flat hand and to push his hand across the inmate’s crotch area. The search also
included pushing his hand inward and upward when searching the crotch and upper thighs.The
search further allowed searching the seam of the leg and the crotch area. Using the backs of the
hand, a guardwas permitted to search the breast area in a sweeping motion so that the breasts
would beflattened. The search was estimated to take 45 seconds to one minute.(12) One female -
suffered severe emotional distress from the cross gender search. Her hands had to be‘pried loose
from the bars she grabbed during a search and she vomited after returning to her cell. ~

Shaffer at WCCC said she... “was. regularly frisked by guards who grabbed my breasts :
crotch, everything(13).” A few years ago, women confined in the Federal Control Unit for Women
in Lexington, Kentucky, complained of indecent pat and strip searches by male guards. A court
investigation was instrumentalin the Federal Bureauof Prison’s closing the unit and transferring
the women confined to the unit to a federal prison for women in Marianna, Florida. A guard from
a Georgia prison for women previously mentioned, was caught on video camera as ‘he rubbed the
buttocks and inner thighs of a female whowaslylng onatable orbunktotallyhelpless Patorfrisk
searches provide opportunities for male guards to touch female prisonersin anindecent manner.
The comfortlevel of the idea that all males can divorce themselves from the human form and act
purely roboti¢in instances of a 'search of the female bodyis very ﬁ'agxle The authonty to conduct,' :
searches is oftenintentionally abused tohummate R

‘Humiliation also comes from the way a woman is treated. Women pnsoners become
offended for not being taken seriously. There is a view that women in prison are perpetually
infantalized by routines and paternalisti¢ attitudes.(14) The treatment has been described as

"pseudo-motherly... which all too oftent successfully reverts women to children."(15) Women also
complain of bemg “called a girl by prison guards,"(16) and there is the concept that incarceration
of women is “massinfancy treatment."(17) Sharee Mckinney, incarcerated at a Montana prison,
comparing women’s treatment to thatofmen’s, summarized the condition: “<M>enaretreatedlike
intelligent adults. Women are treated likeidiot children."(18) Treatments are developed toreduce -
self-esteem and to create a slave-master relationship. Prison officials further break down a
woman’s spmtsbyd:scouragmgﬁlendslrups andmanyprisons prohibitanytypeof] physical contact
between women.(19) Consequently, treasured contact. such asa hug, whlch in many cases 1s
spititual;is. arbitranly forbldden , :

Intimidation . ‘
- -Therearea number of methods used as tools to encourage oomphance to rules besidesrape
and sexual abuse. Ironically, children become a pawn'in the penological mmﬂgame exceptitsreal
life. Children are sometimes used as ameansof. direct persuasion. SaraBuel, a battered women’s
advocate in Massachusetts said, “The unwritten rulels don’t make a fuss. and we'll help you get
<them> back.”(20) In other words, in some cases, children are held as hostages to promote
acceptable penological behavior. A mainstay tactic in any prison is the threat of placement of an
inmate in solitary confinement as a means to achieve forced cooperatlon (21)and Iesblans receive

incident reports simply because they are gay.(22)
 Another effective form of psychological intimidation imposed on female pnsoners is the

possibility that male guardsmaybe watching them as they take care of their basic intimate needs.
Male guards can take down a curtam, walk into a bathroom, or observe a woman showenng or
changingclothes.(23) AtCrane prison in Michigan, officers’desks are right next to the bathroom and
the bathroom doors must be left open.(24) Women at the California Institute at Frontera (CIFW)
also complained that guards spyon them while they are showenng or usmg the toilet.(25) Male

voyeurism at female prisonsisnonew phenomenon Report,s of voyeunsm in the conbext of female

.




footing wheniit comes to her bemg sent to prison, As the. prison popu)la_f s

- the Federal Medical Center (FMC)located in Lexington, KentuokyonAugust 12-14,1
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pnsonscannotbeoverlookednorshouldmdmdualdemalsofﬂ:eseaocusatlons quahfyasmootmg ]
allfeportedmmdentsofthepredamract S S

Hatred or dlshke based on skm color 1s, for the most part hpmlhatmg and degradmg
H.lstoncally, black women have suffered pretty much, the same fate 'aﬂ}blac ; ‘ineg. The rate of
incarceration for black females has always been dispropor he, §
percentageofblackfemalesin prisonexceeds themcarceratlonle; men ratiowise. Today, §
black females suffer directly from the racist Cr, Law : lug, bla ck females aré 81 times §
more hkelytobe sentencedtopnsonthanw}ntefemales Ithasalsobe ]nes_ﬁmeted thatGOpercenff s |
of the women in federal prisons are there on drug related charges Th lack woman is on equal
) .continues to soar, the
percentage of black women in prison w1ll undoubtedly increase, as well as incidents of r raclam, 4
Racism breeds brutahty Asaresult of aracist attack on a black female by.a wﬁite male, the first §
female prison uprising in the federal prison system in 20 years oecun'ed The uprisi oocuned §t
19 (26) L,
was reported that a fight broke out between a black and white female. A white lieutenant r ranup
and gi-‘ abbed a blaék woman who had no involvement in the scuffle and “body-slammed her to thé
\Ithough other women yelled out the truth of the matter to him, he continued to attack,
neeitithebackofher neck and smashing her facetothepavement "(27)Several Black

lainingofracism were placedmtheTH,o_le(sohtaxyoonﬁnement)fOroompIamﬁlgabout |
‘(%}Theiaetsau ';, ouslackofinformation dealmgWIthfa‘éisfactsinfémalepnsons ’Hﬁ’s . |

g1 at;on prévents any real assessment of the situation. '

of Justice statistics réported that the iumberof womén i lnmates has neaﬂy |
10 years. Those same statistics revesled a female populatlon increaseof 218 §
ss 6 1989 In 1982 black females constitutéd 50 perdent of the totdl nuiberof |

~cerat1c££ and-as prison condltxons ‘continue to’ detenorate

g 1990, CIFW reported a population of 2500 fof dti

3  199( ;FMC’s ‘population exceeded its limits and housed 1900

inmates, Inmany cases, sev’ rercrowding at prisons appearwbéa prnnary factor producmg
eollectlve cooperation for improvement ofoyerall conditions. ~

‘Social and political apathy has forced incarcerated femiales to form alhance and solidarity

: movements Intimesofa ensxs wememhave often shown the ability to'come together for a specific

purpose. OnJuly 7,1991, inmiates at CIWF took ofFtheir clothes arid stayed inbed in solidarityfor
the death of an inmate who died after a prison nurse injected the inmate with & drug to calm heér
down.(32) Otherpnsoners claimedthatshe died within oneminuteofthe injection. (83) Alsoon July
7, 1991; about 50 women marched all over the pnson groundsin shack’les for a period of 12 hotrs
as they sang “Bringing in the Sieep” andother songs.(34) Thereis an extéhsive l'nstoryof‘WOmen
prison rebellions which for some reason has been removed from historical studies of the American
penal system. However, mformatlon doesindicate there was ariotin Sing Sing Prison inNew' York
1943 whichwasthe ﬁrstwomen s prison.(35) Around thetimeofthe infamousp prison riotat Attica
Prison in New York State in 1971, women at the’ federal pnson in Alderson Vu'gmia held a
oourageouswork stoppage (36) . . Lt

CustodialAbuses Worldwnde ‘
’I‘}us report pomts outs mstances of custodlal abuses of women natxonmde However

ed,9p andSpercentnatlveAmencan{%) ’Ihereareestlmateswhtch 5



: - female prisons threaten, actually rape, or sexually/

custodlal abuse of women are by no means exclusively conﬁned to the Umted States. Custodlal

abuses of women are problematic to the international community as well. For example, in 1987,

an Americannun, Sister Diana Ortiz, who was workingin anIndian communityinGuatemala, was

abducted by two masked gunmen while she wasin the gardenof areligiousretreat. She wastaken
by an official pohce ¢ar to a warehouse near Guatemala City where for the néxt 12 hours, she was

, beaten, recelvedo‘Ver 100c1garettebnmwounds onherback andbreasts, rapedand sexually abused
in ways she says are “too horrible to be described." (37) Cherry Mendoza, a labor and'social reform
activistwas amestedbymhtarypolloemBataan Philippinesin 1990, and takentoamilitarycamp,

: where her fingers were stapled together before she was beaten, sexually abused and drugged into
unconsciousness. Herhymen andvaginawerealso severelylacerated (38)Inanothercase,al13year
oldPalestmiangu'l Ollaal Gharali, wasfalselyaccusedofwnhngpohtxcal slogansonwallsbyIsrael
authorities. After her arrest by an Israeli army patrol, she was taken to a room with ¢ acameraand
threatened wlth rape. The threat of rape produced psychologlcal terror' under the thmat of. rape,
she signed g confession of guilt.(39) The problemof
custodial abuses of women is, mdeed a world
problem ‘

Conclusmn . : . |
- This essay briefly sets forth only efew of the = .

hlghestformsefcustodlalabusessuﬁ'eredhyfemales o

- whilein the care of male prison staff. Thisessay was

not assembled to portray all male staff assigned to
women’s prisons as being governmental riff-raffs
from hell bent on some sortof witch hunt, nordoesit
intend toinsinuate that the majority of male staffat

psychologically abuse females. It is further noted
that alack of information ex1sts concerning abuses

by female prison staff. No YOU "RVE Tmiﬂl ED ,

| abmsqg“mﬁ?ﬁnﬁmﬁe&muﬁf ol 117 WOMEN YOU B3

racism. Reportsofabusepersomﬁesaneedforeollec— ST' “CK A ROGCK. Yol RVE

tive and cohesive efforts to be taken in defense of
female prisoners. Then maybe needless hostilities. D X "G ﬁ A BO DE‘
directed towardsincarcerated women could be effec- y alk W BE c Ru HED
tively pulverized. It is hoped that exposure of the ' -
problems will shed arayof lighton the darkness ofpenal abuses Fe ,.tlon ﬂlummates
the need for citizen oversight committees. Further in depth st he p blem should be
undertaken. Political and social cataracts prevent the light of the reports of abuses from reaching
society. There is no quick fix solution, but there are ways andmeans to ass;st in ehmmatmg and
redumngfemale abuses. e «
Subsequently, 1txshopedthatfemalepnsoners screamsf gnityand
and answered, Cataracts should be removed from eyes causmgthe sight neces
' mPnson o . e

‘ By- Lee Alphonso Moore B
. #01169- 025 '

’ - . BOX PMB

mta, GA 30315
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The Politicization of Parole

(editorial note:ﬂm followmg arﬁcle refers to Puerto Rican Prisoner of WarCarlos Alberto Torres
. recent pamlehuﬁmin particular, but Leonard Peltier's, Sundiata Acoli's indgerommo Ji Jaga' s/
ancenbhefore paroleboardswere similarin tone and had the same outcome: "you ain't
n', see you in 15 or 20 years, [one in geronimo's case, but they've been telling him .
‘ years now]."Where lmpﬁaomnent has been pohhcxzed, We must polmclze parole.) .

Q. D& yau have any credzble evidence, ather than your own opinion, that you were
" eengc@ed in legitimate political activity and not crime? We are looking toestablish the
offense ﬂo you denythat the orgamzaiwn[FALN ] commztted bombzngs ¢ '

‘ «"A That’s self-evident. The actwltbes of the FALN were brought out in court. A
: packageseekmga presidential pardonhas beensubmitted whichincludes letters from
Congressionagl representatives, legtslastors inPuertoRico, religious people, educators,
-+ elected officials. Those people are in an excellent position to determine whether our
. activitywas legitimate political activity. Internatxonal law provtdes that our acthty :
‘was legi&mate pohtlcal acthty ' j R

Q. That’s not a legztzma.te argument Its too pohacal You were conthed of
' crzmm&l activity. We are not here to argue thelegitimacy of your cause. That has no
 bearingorithis hearing. Wewill notentertainarguments thatits revolutzonazy that
youractzons werelegitimate. You cannotsay you arejust accountabletointernational
w; although we understand the argument The issue here is your criminal convic-

If you ask a U S government ofﬁc1al if the U S has Puerto Rican pohtlcal prisoners in its .
prisons, the answer will be a firm no. But a look at how the U.S. treats the Puerto Rican men and
 women inits custodyfor their actions in supportofindependence and self-determination for Puerto
Rico, mcludlnghcw its parole commission responds when they apply for parole the facts reﬂect
rather afirmyes. =
Pamle isa ﬁ)rm of conditional release from pnson where the prisoneris still accountable to
thegovernment, butcanservethe remainderofher/his sentenceinthe community. Thegovernment
has setup complicated rules governing parole, designed to make it appear that the decision to grant
- ordenyparoleis anobjective non-discretionarydecision. Inreality, the parole commission hasbroad
discretion, and, inpolitical cases, exercisesitinamannercompletelyconsistent withthegovernment’s
political policies. The commissioners, not coincidentally, are appointed by the president.
. First,alittle about parole. Prisoners with sentences of more than 30 years, sentenced before
1984, are entitled to be considered for release on parole after they have served 10 years in prison.
The commission can decxde torelease them immediately; give them arelease date for a specific date
in the future (which is done over 90% of the time); or tell them to serve 15 more years before doing
either;orrefusetorelease them, thus requiring them to complete service of their sentencei mpnson——
the Puerto Rman political prisoners have release dates well into the 21st century.’ ,
: sugh the routine case is decided by the regional parole commission, the pohtlcal ,
; pnsoners cas are smgieé out for special handhng as “original ﬁmsdictlon cases, referred to the
national commissioners for decision. Around 1% of &ll parole cases fall into this category, selected
for their antl-gaovemm:enn, highprofile nature and for their sentences in excess of 45 years.
~ The “objective” criteria boil down to two numbers which are plugged into a chart which then
reveals how much tlme a pnsoner should serve before bemg granted parole One, the salient factor
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score, is arrived at by adding together points from a list addressed to the prisoner’s age, prior E |
convictions, drug dependency and other factors. The other, the offense severity rating, is arrived

" atbylookingtoachart which assigns anumber, or category, based on the seriousness of the charge

the prisoner has been convicted of, from category one being the least serious, to category eight, the
most serious. Every category prescribes arange, from the minimum to the maximym amount of
time a prisoner must serve. Category8 is the only category thatdoes not preseribe the maximum,
Inordertocomeup with the desired result—in this case, tokeep the Puerto Rican political prisoners
in prison for as long as possible, the commission must be very creative.in manipulating the
“objective”criteria. RN R - e .

, If the commission applied its rules without political manipulation, the Puerto Rican
political prisoners convicted of seditious conspiracy would be classified as category 7, which covers
“national security” charges such as insurrection andrebellion. Prisoners in category 7 with the
same salient factor score as the Puerto Rican political prisoners are, under normal circumstances,
paroled when theyhaveserved 52 to80months. Sincethe PuertoRican political prisonersconvicted
of seditious conspiracy have already served between 132 and 171 months, they would thus be
entitled torelease. - BRI ‘ : S :

Alookatthecommission’sconductinCarlos Alberto Torres’case revealsjusthowunobjective
therulesare whenitcomestothe PuertoRican political prisoners. After servingmorethan 14years &
on his 78 year sentence, he went to the parole commission in March of this year. Ratherthanlook &
at what he was convicted of —seditious conspiracy, the facts that he and his comrades are serving
excessive and politically punitive sentences, thathe (and they)have already served moretime than

- others readily paroled, that he haanpnor convictions, or that he has a virtually spotless

disciplinary record and his numerous achievements include reorganizing the entire prison -
educational program for his fellow prisoners, the commission exercised a little poetic license, &
classifying him as a Category8 and denyinghim parole, asserting that he was “partofagroupthat

committed bombings which killedinnecent victims.” A rather tortured excuse on their part, given _§

that Carlos was never accusedor convicted of such acts. Although the indictment, or accusation,
against Carlos and nine of the others charged that the FALN (Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion
Nacional) was responsible for 28 hombings in the Chicago area, neither the indictment nor the

- evidence at trial included murder. Infact, the recognized practice of the FALN has been to phone

inadvance warningstoclear thetargetedsites and totake precautions toavoidrisktolife. AChicago i |
editorial contemporaneous with the events charged recognized that, , _

Most of the incidents have involved bombs, fortunatelyso -~
placed and timed as to damage property rather than persons...
But again the terrorists were out to call attention to their
-¢ause rather than to shed blood. (2)

The commission obtained the desmed results by manipulatingits criterié, issuirié anorder §

. denying parole and informing Carlos that he must serve another 15 years in prison before he will

be considered for parole. On appeal, the commission affirmed this decision. A challengein courtis
being contemplated. N | - I
In the meantime, two other Puerto Rican political prisoners, Dylcia Pagan, in prison at FCI
Pleasanton, CA, and Alberto Rodriguez, at USP Lewisburg, PA, are preparing to appear before the
parole commission in September and December. Both convicted of the identical seditious con- |
spiracy, Dylcia has served over 14 years of a 63 year sentence, and Alberto, 11 yearsof a35year
sentence. : : R

i
/
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"~ While legalistic arguments, such as outlined here, cer-
tainly justify the release of the Puerto Rican political prisoners
by parole or by act of the presidént — these are not the onlyor -

_eventhemainreasons thesemen andwomenshouldbereleased. g
‘ - Other compelling reasons abound in history. Did the criminal = £7
’H - lawofapartheid stop Black South Africans from fighting for the 5

$

&

5

right to shape their own destiny? Did the criminal laws of the
Israeli occupation stop the Palestinian people from seeking self-
determination? Indeed, did the criminal law of King Georgelll
stop those in the 13 colonies from seeking an end to British
colonial domination? BRREEL i H SRR

+ Inthese pending cases, the parole commission needs to
hearﬁ'o;nyou.Writetothecommissipnimletthemlmowthatthe B B
men and women who have given their all for the freedom of their people should be released from
prisonimmediately. Send yourletterto: =~ - R o

6S6T ‘1 Arenue[ - j2iqr] eqn)

. U.S.Parole Commission
. 5550 Friendship Blvd..
 Chevy Chase, MD 20815

.Thé parole hearihgs are takmg ﬁléce in the context of a campaign for the feleasé of all
the Puerto Rican political prisoners. The campaign submitted a petition to President Clinton,
who has the power under the constitution to release them. He also needs to hear from you. Let

him know you support theirrelease:

. WllllamJChnton, President

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
SR Washington, D.C.20500
JanSusler = L e e '
Revised
September, 1994

(1) Notes from theMarch 29, 1994 Parole Coinmissibn hearing of Puerto Rican political prisoner Carlos / |
Alberto Torres. (2) “Terrorists without a cause,” Chicago Tribune editorial, March 18, 1980, Sec. 2,p.2.
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“On Transformatlon”

“ufs nota questzon of the lumpen bemg good or "‘bad ”Many? SN

lumpen fighters, as everyoneknows, played amilitantroleinthe ..

- Revolutionary Movements. But tofalselyglmﬁ' theclass as such

is tounderminethe necessary understanding that therevolution -

. requires lumpentotransformthemselves, tobecome proletarian. - .

No lumpen can successfully serve: thezr people wtthout commit-

tzng class suicide“ s
. -False Natlonahsm False Internahonahsm e

~

1iWascapturedeeptemberoﬂQADM(1)(-1984)bylocalsold§;r- g |

| cops in L.A., along with one representative of the California Youth §

AuthontyParoleOﬁice The residenceiwas stayingin, along withmy §

companion and four year-old daughter, was overrunina pre-dawn raid by the above-mentioned §

soldiers. Needless to say, We were treated very roughly by theinvading unit. Luckilyour daughter §

was away spending the night elsewhere when Our door was kicked. down and the small spaceWe §
* called thelivingroom wasflooded withvile amerikans, gunsdrawn, shouts pronounced. BothTamu, |

my companion, andi were handcuffed and made to mtatgunpomtontheoouch,whﬂeﬂleapartment f |

Werented was torn to pieces. Once they found a weapon theybecame more fanaticallyobsessed with

searching. Upon finding nothing else, Tamu was let out of her mechmcd restralnts and i was 3

marched out of the apartment and led roughly to a personnel carrier (pig car). . [
- iwascharged with Assault With A Deadly Weapon, Mayhem andWeapons Possessmn Lwas

-a criminal, not because the invading soldiers had captured me for running afoul of the colonial law, &

, orevenforbemg1npossess1onof aweapon,iwasacriminal becauseithoughtlikeacriminal,icarried

onin an exclusively criminal mode, As a street organization (“gang”) member, my preoccupying
thoughts were totally predatory, and socially self-destructive. My predatory behavior and socially §

self-destructive activity were confined by the criminal, as well as, colonial mentality, to a strict
“horizontal circumference; Which, of course, is one of the single most costly detriments of boththe §
criminal and colonial mentalities. But let me not get ahead of myselfhere, becausei warit to unfold - ;
this piece by piece so as to iluminate some areas that i feel We usually take for granted. . f
iwas sent to the county holding facility to await trial on the shootings, which stemmedfrom §
agunfight between myself and some opposing street combatants, three of whom hadbeen wolinded §
during the battle, Once i had been thru a few kourt proceedings, i plead guilty to the charges,and §
wasgivensevenyearsin prison.iwashoused in the countyjail,ina100%-criminal: populatlon among §
other street combatants, who like myself, were awaiting trial Qtreadytohe shippedoffto Qnﬁgf &he 5
- manykampsupstate. Althoughihad been chosen by the most advancedgroup of street.comby: |
tojoin an organization that was founded in prison to collectivize and educate, tosome extent, these £ |

- combatants who had the greatest potential for conversion, i was not made awareof the: psychology §
of colonialism or criminality. Therefore, that organization, the Consolidated Crip Organization §
(CCO), was nothing more than a collective of mmmally minded colonial subjects.Conversionwas §

preferred to transformation, because conversion, in this arena, meantone changing from amere §
street combatant, whose primary allegianece was to his particular set,.to a collective-minded |

 representative of CCO, which mandated that one read and be bound by a constitution. Conversion |
was anostensible variation that was actually non-threatening to anyone outside of the same social ' §

circumference that Our criminal/ colonial mentalities bound us to before capture. Whichis tosay |
that Our energies, in spite of rhetorical clambering, were spent in horizontal exchanges withgther |
groups inOursame SOClal caste Transformauon, onthe otherhand washever conmderedbecause 4
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it was an extreme which threatened the absurdity of CCO’s paradoxical platform. One was
encouraged to read/study revolutionary material, but only in conformity with the organization’s
ideals, which wereinextricably bound bytheglass ceilingcageofcriminal/colonial myopia. We were
a doomed collective from the outset; however, i do believe that the founders of CCO had good
intentions, but were simplyignorantofthe pervasive psychologyofboth colonialism and criminality.
. * Wecarried oninQurignorance from one kamp to the next, conductingOur liaisons overopen
lines, thinking that We were of no importance to the probing eyes of the state. What We failed to |
overstand was that We were the greatest threat to the kamp system because, unlike the other

Wefs&ﬁdablehowmanadvanéedététeofrevolutionm'yoonsciousness; regarding’Ourécti\fityﬂlen,
' Inanincident where a pig “fell on something sharp”on Comrade-Brother George Jackson’s

“consuming Fanon, Mao, Cabral, and Nkrumabh, i was not conscious. i was socially aware, but

- i'was notconscious, and thereis a significant difference. L
« = Togivean exampleof the differencebetween social awareness and consciousness, i’ll use the
‘entire Congressional Black Caucus (CBC).Collectively, theyhave probablyread overone thousand
“books, and 5,000 newspapers in theiradultlives. They know what is goingon in neo-colonies such
- asJamaica, Haiti, Brazil, the Dominican Re ublic, and New Afrika, but they are excluded from
' -consciousness by their colonial mentalities. As socially aware folks they believe that New Afrika’s
freedom can be found in the clutches of Amerika, So in this way it is not hard to see the dangers of

lity cloaked in social awareness, passed off as consciousness.

 Quentin’

~ This is precisely where We were as a.collective in 21 ADM (1986). i could have told you

- anything about the Long March in China; the Revolution in Cuba, Zimbabwe or Angola, but when

‘it came to articulating New Afrika’s existence, evolution, and how We related to the colonial

. ‘experience, i waslost. Consciousness begins with self; with one’soverstandingofher/his relation to

: ’theparticularoppressionbindingtheirself-determination.Oversta;ndingthattheblockagebetween

is acolonial mentality takes some diligence in study. Wenever

- thought about transforming Our colonial mentalities because We never overstood that We were

* coloniglized. This s the crucial point of contention, because we got trapped in what 1l call the

- “Angry Blackman Stage” of social awareness, We were led to believe, from what We werereading,

. that We were simply“slaves” that at the height of Our subjugation, which amounted to 10 million

- inthelate 1600’s, We were nothing more than a fragmented entanglement ofindividual slaves. We

“hadnoconceptofNation formation, and therefore We followed suit with the popularmisconceptions

" regarding Our N ational Reality. We thought that“Nations” were biologically setentities that were

? - --immovable. Wefailed to apply thisillogical thinkingtothe U.S. settler state, probablybecause, Our
. colonial mentalities prevented us from even going there. ~ =

: We used terms like “slave mentality” to denote those New Afrikans who worked in any

. capacityforthe amerikans, as well as those who refused to participatein the nasty “race wars” going

“onhere inCalifornia kampsystem. But Wewere tryingtoarticulate what Wehad been learningfrom

- anold-line perspective. Our position was Afrika for the Afrikans, Europe for Europeans, Mexico for
the Mexicans, etc. We had a very unclear overstanding of capitalism, colonialism, and neo-

colonialism. For a long time We were confused. Of course, We had Comrade-Brother George’s

: mateﬁaltoenlightenus,butasWegrewinNewAﬂ'ikancOnsciousness,WefoundthattheComrade’s

=
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theories were basma]ly inapplicable to Our 31tuatlon “Comrade Georgewasa Commumst but he
was not a New Afrikan Communist, ”(2) and the difference is far and wide apart.

i did not begin to transform until 23 ADM (1987). The t:ransformatlon wasfroma colomal
mmdtobemgrevolutlonaryand soclallyawaretonatlonal consciousness; from Communistto New
Afrikan Communist. Therewasnomore amblgmtyaboutwheremyaﬂegaancelayWhﬂemverstood
clearlythatiwas a descendant from Afrika - West Afrika in particular - i also recognized that from

' _gngmkannatlonscapturedandtransportedtoNorthAmenka cameg_n_gsocxaﬂyevolvedﬁg
Afrikan Nation. i had no problem overstanding thatindividualscanbe slaves, but that Nationsare
colonized. i use to have the whole Black and white trip: the former was ‘all good, and the latter was
all bad, evil, racist, etc. But with New Afrikan Consciousness i had no problem whatsoever
recognizing Nelson Mandela as an Uncle Tom and a traitor, and Mari ': r ‘

~ Susan Rosenberg asrig fteous comrades and supportersofNew Al ' ik ”'
Determination. (3) o ' -

Thereisas

those whostrivef |
‘the peoples’ overstanding of this and bring them into the conscious fold: Social awareness, whﬂe ]
beingadefinitestageofpolitical development, is certainlyno areatobestl:tckm, in ‘
onecouldlaunchanorganizationand then apopularrevolutionarystruggle Whﬂesocxal awareness

is. necessary itis not sufficient enough to sustain any protracted struggle.

Inarecentcommumqué from af of :f ,adeonthlspartlculanssuethewmradehadt}nstosay' :

-’IhemamthmgWearesupposedtobedomglschangmgOurse}ves Grabholdvfthls ,

- chang , beca else will stand orfall according tohowwell. -

" andhowyoudo this! Wetalkaboutrevolutmnandorgamzahonsandmovementand

- all kinds of issues and needs - but nothing else matters unless and until We first
change Ourselves. WhenWe say “Re-Build!” that applles ﬁrst,toeach ofus!!“Re- -

Build, comrade  re-build yourself. We apply it, so to speak, to things/people
outside Oursel rer-widercircles, e.g. Ourselves, Ourfamilies, Ourfriends, Our
support aﬁnzers,Om‘commumtles the whole people. ThisishowWe -
make the i eand i’undamental definition of “Re-Bmld. Thls iswhatWe .
emphasizein Ourwork e

| saY“WE’reabo 2 di

suicide of the lumpen, and the re-buildmg ofa conscwushess capable ofoversmn' in
that with self everything begins, and moves outward in a meth ical spiral of socia
relationscentered continuallyﬁnthe struggletoacquire, utilize,and retainstate] power
Which is to say that, We need to acquire land, utilize Our productlve foroes to build a Natiorial
infrastructure and retain these to bring into existence the Socialist Republic of New Afrika, Wlth
\the strength of Our umty and the spmt of Our Ancestors, We shaﬁ ﬁght and wm' L

Re-Build! L , o :
SanyikaShakur Rl | | ;
(1) ADM- yem‘sAﬂertheDeathofMaloolmX(Z)StudyNotesOnSecureCommunwatzon SoThat e
We Don’t Fool Ourselves Again. (3) Marilyn Buck, Butch Lee¢, and Susan Rosenberg are North  §
American Anu-lmpenahsts who are long tlme supporters cf the New Afnkan Independence :
Movement Sl .

anendto neo-colonial sub_]ugatlonandcapltalism muststruggledallytoralse |



What Is a ‘C’ Number?

What isa ‘C’ number'? That’s a questlon that people are askx over the state of Illmms It'sa
quesuonthateverypersonmthe statemusthavetheanswerto reareN L A,Baqunumber
inmatesin all ofthe conechonal faclhues across the state; theyall have somethmgm common and
yetthe ‘C’ number inmates are very unique. , -
o Attlus time there are643 ‘G’ pum bersmthe system, two (2) are women. These men. and
3 i et *gpprommate;y twenty to twenty-ﬁve years. Most were
arrested when theywere mngem Alarg eperoentageofthese inmatesare collegeeducated, many
Wlth several trades, certificates, awards of merit. Theyareleadersinthe planning and implement-
ingof programs, they arethe edltore d riters for the papers, theyarethedJ.C.’s, the paralegals,
perpetual students and teachers. Thes_e the men and women who are now consxdexedthe eIders
inghe institutions by the younger inmates as well asmany Qf the staff, because they are the ones
| thgt encourage the youth to attend school, to change behavior, they are the inmates whomanyon
* the outside consider as ‘unpaid staﬂ‘m he department of? corrections, 'Ihere aremany supporters
whoheheve thesemen and women are the cream of the c crop, SR R ,
atthestage of developmenttoputs someth f,_ ngpositivebackinto
thecommumtles o L e
Attlustlmeacoupleof‘C’numbermmates arereleased IS B ,
peryear atthediscretionof thetwelvememherPnsonRewew ﬁ
Board, that was appointed by the Govemer The Prison
'Review Board often makes adecision withonlyoneortwoof @
the twelve members present to hear the case, thenthesame
formletter, withthesamereasonissent toea ng
the same: 1dent1ca1 reason for denial. o R
Over the years many. concerned citizens have spoken’ L
out on this issue, spymg that the procedute needs to, be e
changed. When theissue is looked at in termg of dol
sense: 1) The members on the board, mostly re kred law profesmonals, are pald from $45 000 to
$65,000  per year; 2)the only cases that they review are those of ‘C’ number inmates; 8) it has cost
theI]lmmstaxpayers approximately$252,800,000.00 tokeepthesemmatesmthemsumtlons plus
review board members’salariesof approx1mately$ 12,000,000.00brings us toan approximate total
9f$264,800,000,00, Ifsomething isnot done tobring these individualshome thetaxpayerwill then
have to payfor them to stay in the institutions for additional years and then pay for them.on into
"»olg ein the form of assistance and medi 2. These men and women are now in the agerange
of42 to 50 years of age, a part of the baby boom s, Instead of a continuance of tax dollars to pay
}fqg their keep, these individuals could now work to paytaxes.
1. Under the old law there is no out date for ‘C’ number inmates, they have mdetermmate
“sentences. Wlthwhatsome peoplemthe state arerefemngtoas“MedlaHype ”itisuptothe citizens
ofthe state of Tllinois toget really involved in the Criminal Justice System and tobeinformed voters
on theissues. To realize that there is a way to turn around the conditions that we are faced with.
Acrossthestatethere are several groups and individuals who are speaking outon beha]fof
the‘C’'numberinmates. Thosemws1blenumbersleckedupbehmdpnsonwalls whohavetrulybeen
I hablhtated paid their debts to society and can now be an asset to the society. .
... Manyofthese people were convu:ted durmg very political times, not able to afford adequate
] 1egalcounse1 there: wereno DNA testings, evidence has beenlost, manyare innocentofthe charges. .
. Most are poor, Black and Hispanic. During these many years, the children theylefton the outside
have growninto adulthood w1th children of their own, some family members have dled or moved
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" away; somehavejustexhaustedeveryavenueand havegivenuponjustice everbeing admmsbered
'We appeal to everyone to mvestlgate the issues and support the C# cause.
sepskokeokskskokk
'The followinginformation supplements the basicinformation above.It Was prov1ded bythe ‘C and
L Numbers Ad Hoc Commlttee, Hill Correchonal Center"

Determinate Sentence

'~ OnFebruaryl, 1978, anew cnmmal law came into effect in the State of Illinois. ’I‘lns law
was titled “Class X Law.” It is alaw that imposes upon a convicted felon a Determinate Sentenée
or[flattime]. Inotherwords, oonvmted felons aregivenspecifictermsofimprisonment, with spec1ﬁc
amounts of good-time that they can earn. For example, if convicted felons are sentenced toa term
of 10years, thislaw providesthat theymayearnone dayofgood- -time foreach dayof good behavior.

Thus, ifthey can demonstrate good conduct, they can reduce the term of 10 years to that of 5 yedts.

In addition to speclﬁc terms of imprisonment, those inmates sentenced under the Class X laware
" required to serve aspecificterm of[Mandatory SupervisedRelease]. It mustbe understood that
this M.S.R.is automatlcally imposed without any involvement, or approval of the parole board;

consequently, most felons whoareon parole in the State of Tllinois were not released by the Parole '

Board, but are felons serving their term of Mandatory Supemsed Release

Indetermmate Sentgnce _ e '
The law created massive problems not the least of whlch is the arbltrary and capncmus

denial of parole for C-Numbers. “C-Numbers” is a term used to denote those inmates who were
sentenced under the law in effect prior to Class X Leglslatlon ‘This law was known as the

Indeterminate Sentencing Law. Under this law a sentencing judge would impose upona L

convicted felon a “Minimum Term” and a “Maximum Term” of imprisonment. After the

iprum term aprisoner would become eligible for parole and appear before the
parole board. Even in extreme cases where a prisoner had been given a minimum term of
imprisonment in excessof 20 years, the law prowdedforhlsorherparole ehgiblhtymZOyears less

good-time credits. For example, ifa convicted felon were given a sentence of 100 to 300 years, the
ble for parole in 20 years, less good-time credits, a term that worked out ' -

law made that felon elig
to be about 11 years and 3 months. Moreover, the indeterminate sentencing law Legmred that an
inmate be “restored to useﬁll c1tlzenshlp, and when it was determined that he or she had reached
this point, parole was expec

parole, whether they have been restored to useful cltlzenslup

The following apphes only to C-number mmates. 'I‘here is nothmgcomparable in the X- -

number release process:

1) Vlrtually all paroles must be considered by all twelve members of the everlarger Prisoner ':
Review Board, instead of the three routinely 1mpaneled before 1978. This means that sevenvotes
in favor of parole are required. However, the prisoner is seen by only one or two members of the

- board, who then report back to the others not present. A tape is made of the proceedmgs but the

chairmanof the board has admitted that the other members donot have time to listen to the tape. ~
Testimonyin Supportof theinmateisnot heardby thosenot present. Evenifthe board memper who .

o 2“1"-

saw theinmateisin favorof parole, itis extremely unhkelythat heor she could convince six others Y

asiiansiinidy

»d. However, because of the enactment of Class X (legislation)and
Governor Thompson’s des:re to be more punitive, the rehabilitation of C-Numbersisnolongera -
factorinbeing paroled, even though theindeterminate sentencing law under which all C-Numbers
were sentenced still demands that the parole board consider, as an essentlal factor in determmmg ,
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to vote yes. It is also absurd to expect the presiding boardmember to act asthe inmate’s advocate.
2) The subjective criteriafor parole consideration allows unequal treatmentand “gut feehngs

" to be major factors in the outcome — obvmusly resulting in many, many mistakes. Paroles are
routinely denied to those who deserve parole, and occasionally given to those who should not be
paroled. The inequity is appalling.
3) Employees who work with and supervxse the pnsoners arenot allowed toaddress the board
Employees are strongly discouraged (to the point of threatening job termination) from making

- recommendations to case workers who report on and make recommendations regardingprisoners.
4) = Althoughprisonersarebylawallowed toreview theirmasterfileand all thati itcontains, they
areactually allowed to seelittle of significance. Theycandmpute reports they do see, but cannotget
them corrected norexpunged, nomatter how gross the error, and sald errorcan be used asareason
for denial of parole.

‘ 5) The rationales prov1ded are cursory, statmg lltﬂe more (inhalfa page) than the boﬂerplate

“seriousness of the offense” excuse. They do not indicate what can be done to i improve chances for

parole at future hearmgs and toss aside every posmve e]ement asif they were meaningless.

for moreinformation, contact the ﬁ)llowzng organizations: o '
Prison Action Committee, 1279 N. Milwaukee, Ste 260, Chicago, IL m 812-862—0376
‘Ma’ Houston Prison Outpost of PUSH, 930 E. 50th St., Chicago, 1L 60615; 312-F.R.E.E.D.OM.
Illinois Inmate Relief Organization, Inc. - 640 E. 79th, Ste 200, Chicago, 11. 60619; 312-651-9864
- CROSSROAD Support Network, 3021 W. 63rd St, Chicago, IL 60629; 312-737-8679 «
21st Century V.O.T.E., 1054 W. 63rd St, Chicago, IL 60621;312-7878281 . . . o
Probatlon Challenge, 10001 S. Woodlawn, Bldg #4, Chicago, IL 60628; 312»-291—6670 ; -

‘C# Calendar:
- February -1 Love a C# Week - 12th thru the 18t.h ’ o ' .
 March - (Sat, 25th) Special event in ‘Ma’ Houston Park (50th Drexel @ Cottage Grove), releasmg 643 balloons
symbolic for C#s. .
May - (Sat, 13th) Special event calling on all Mothem of Incarcerated persons to come bogether and mmzmbenng all
incarcerated mothers.
June - (17th) Remembering all our men who are mcareerated

:%

CROSSROAD SupportNetwork News & Updates (conunued from  page | 1 1)

On December 8, the capltahst-lmpenahst state of Indiana killed (‘executed') Ajamu Nassor (s/n Gregory
g Resnover, despite substantial evidence that AJamu was innocent. CR/SN, alongwith the Illinois Coali-
3 tion Against the Death Penalty, conducted an emergency FAX/information campaign in an effort to get
Indlana Governor Bayh to issue clemency- or a stay of execution, all tono avall
(X X X X 3

- On December 2, Anthony "Jalil" Bottom was transferred to Att1ca s Security Housing Unit (S.H.U.) i in
- the middle of the night. He is being held there pending charges he organized a prisoners voluntary
lock-in at Shawangunk Correctional Facility. Jalil had been atfempting to negotiate a settlement
between prison officials and prisoners to avoid the protest, Supporters of Jalil are asking the public to
-~ either contact DOCS Commissioner Philip Coombe or Senator Joseph Galiber, Assemblymen Roger
" Green and Larry Seabrook to have Jalil released from SHU and transferred éither to Sing-Sing or -
'Eastern Correctional Facility. For more mformatlon contact: Robert dJ. Boyle (718—6240—0800) or Saﬁya ‘

Bukhm-Alston( 718-345-6200).

| CROSSROAD needs dlstrlbutors!!! Get 50% off cover prlce on bundles of
- ten or more. Please contact us: CROSSROAD Support Network, 3021 W,
63rdStreet, Chlcago 11 60629‘ 3 12-7 37-8679).
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NewAfrikan Creed

’

i believe in the spmtuality ’humanity and genius of Black people, and in our new pursuit of
these values.

i believe in the family and the community, and in the communityas a family, and 1 will WOrk

to make this concept live.
i believe in the community as more important than the mdlvidual

i beheve in constant struggle for freedom, to end oppression and build a better world. i believe
in collective struggle: in fashioningvictory in concert with my brothers and sisters.

ibelieye that the fundamental reason our oppression continues is that We,asa people lack
the power to control our lives.

i believe that the fundamental way to gain that power. and end oppression, istobuilda
sovereign Black nation.: _

ibelieve thatall the land in America.\upon which We have lived fora long time, which We have :

worked and built upon, and which We have fought to stay on, is land that belongs tousasa
people. :

i believe in the Malcolm X Doctrine: that We must organize upon this land, and holcl a

plebiscite, to tell the world by a vote that We are free and our land independent, and that, after

the vote, We must stand ready to defend ourselves, establishing the nation beyond
contradiction. , :

Therefore, i pledg to struggle without cease, until We have won sovereignty ipledge tostruggle .

without fail until We have built a better condition than the workd has yet known.

iwillgmc my life, if that is necessary; i will give my time, my mind, my strength and my
wealth beca,use this IS necessary. - f

Ciwill follow my 'c,hosen l_eaders and help them.

i will love my brothcrs and sisters as myself.

i will steal nothing from a brother or sister, cheat no brother orsister, misuse no brother or
sxster inform on no brother or sister, and spread no gossip. -

iwill keep myselfclean in bedy. dress and specch knowingthatiama light setona hill, a true
representative of what We are building, , _

i will be patient and uplifting with the deaf, dumb and blind, and i will seek by. word and deed

- to heal the Black family, to bring into the Movement and into the ‘Community mothers and

fathers brothers and sisters left by the wayside.

Now, freely and of my own will, i pledge this Creed, for the sake of freedom for my people and

a better world, on pain of disgrace and banishment if i prove false. For, i am no longer deaf, dumbor

blind. i am, by inspiraﬁon of the ancestors and grace of the Creator —a New Afrlkan

5 x ot e Nt ot




