


















four handcuffed behind their backs and wearing only 
underwear. One prisoner testified that he was injected with an 
unknown drug which caused him to lose consciousness for two days. 

Rersonal property was destroyed in the raid. Articles for 
religious worship, glasses and false teeth were destroyed or 
seized and never returned. For example, guards Alan 
Iron Moccasin's medicine bag and confiscated sacred articles of 
his Lokata religion. A minister's Koran was taken in the raids, 
and' he was given a 8ibl'e in its place. · 

Prisoners were locked in their cells around the clock. Most 
were curtailed or eliminated. Congregate religious 

worship was eliminated. Visits were restricted. After 
revelations about the beatings attorneys were denied 
entry to meet with prisoner clients for a period of several days 
in November.. · 

days, the Control Unit was expanded from its original 
seventy-two cells to include all 353 Marion prisoners. The 
entire population. at Marion was collectively, severely and. 
permanently in a calculated move by the BOP. 

3. Ongoing Conditions. of the Lockdown. 

USP comprises nine living 8 through I and K. 
Conditions vary units. The five general population 
units, B through are located on Marion's East Amohg 
these- units, D, E and F are most restrictive. C-Unit is 
s 1 ight 1 y 1 ess restr ic ti ve than these three u·n its and · ho 1 ds 
prisoners who are being considered for transfer to 8-Unit. 

is a pre-release unit with conditions to those in 
most maximum security prisons. the North Corridor are located 
the prisons four ''special living units.'· I-Unit 11 the 
Disciplinary Segregation holds prisoners from· the East 
Corridor units who are on disciplinary or administrative 
segregation, and those who are considered for_ transfer to 
H-Unit. G-Unit is s.lmilar to I-Unit and also holds prisoners in 
protective custody. or the Control Unit, holds prisoners. 
who are on long-term administrative segregation (8ruscino v. 
Carlson, 1985: 491-2). K-Unit, or the Director's Unit, holds 
prisoners assigned there on the order of the 
Director of the Bureau of Prisons (Dickey, 1990: 69). The 
following description of conditions at Marion, unless otherwise 

applies to units E and F. At the end of this section 
we will briefly describe some of the differences between these 

the remaihing units.(4] 

D, E and F-Unit prisoners. are let out of their cells one and a 
half hours each day. By in the rest of the Federal 
prison system prisoners spend an average of thirteen hours per 
day out of their cells. The hour and a half of daily 

·recreation· is usually §pent in the narrow 
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waraen. The gu1delines allow for disciplinary actions at Marion 
for trivial matters~ such as failing to replace salt and pepper 
packets on a food tray, or h~nging wet clothes to dry on the bars 
ot a cell. In particular, no rules govern graduation of 
prisoners to relatively less restricted status within Marion. 
Prisoner promotions and demotions are officially at the 
discretion of the assistant warden. However, the power to veto 
any promotion effectively resides in every guard in the form of 
the despised Incident Reports~ or 'shots,·· citations for rule 
violations. \One of the most common shots is ''disobeying the 
direct order of a guard,·· which can be used to cite any 
···misbehavior' a guard desires. A single shot wipes out all 
good-conduct time a prisoner has earned, and puts the prisoner 
back at the beginning of ·'the program'· that ostensibly governs 
the progression out of Marion to a level five prison (Leyden, 
1986: 2-3) 

8 and C-Units are the stepping-stones to release from Marion. 
Prisoners in C-Unit spend slightly more time out of their cells, 
and are considered for transfer to 8-Unit. 8~Unit serves as ao 
··honor unit,·· the last stage before transfer out of Marion. 
Here prisoners can spend all day outside .their cells~ eat meals 
in the dining room, have lockers and suffer restraints only for 
legal visits. They also work seven hours a day in the prisons 
factory for twenty-two cents an hour, which makes the monthly 
labor bill for the fifty prisoners less than $2000, during which 
period they produce $250,000 worth of electrical cable for the 
Department of Defense (Lehman, 1990: 30). However, placement in 
C and 8-Units is completely arbitrary. A prisoner must have one 
continuous year of good conduct before being considered for 
C-Unit, a total of eighteen continuou~ months of good conduct for 
consideration for 8-Unit, and a total of two continuous years of 
good conduct for consideration for release to a level five 
prison. There is no specification of what ·'good conduct'· is, 
so even without the intercession of guards and their shots, no 
clear system for progressing from one unit to the next exists. 

At the other end of the spectrum from B and C-Units are the North 
Corridor Units, G, H, and I-Units. In these units, what minute 
breathing space exists in D, E and F-Units is further restricted. 
Cells contain only a toilet, sink and concrete bed. Prisoners 
spend only one hour a day out of their cells, are strip-searched 
before and after exercise periods, are allowed only one phone 
call per month and three showers per week, and are put in both 
handcuffs and leg-irons and escorted by th~ee guards, one holding 
their handcuffs, when they are out of their cells. Even this 
level of punishment is superseded in I and H-Units' ·'boxcar'' 
cells, which have solid second front doors that cut off sound and 
air circulation. 

Despite the gradations of repression, all of Marion functions as 
a control unit~ where the men are under constant and total 
control of the guards. John Campbell, a prisoner at Marion, 
comments, ·'No one belongs in an environment where he's being 
buried alive, where he's in a- like a tomb for the dead... And 
the police have total control over you, and they know they have 
total control, and they abuse that control frequently, either on 
a psychological level or a physical level.'" Another prisoner, 
Steve Layton, adds, · ·They tr-y to drag up the monster in you. It 
eats on a person, on a person's mind.'· (Leyden, 1986: 2) 

(par-t 2 in the next issue of CROSSROAD) 
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mounted has be organized and 
spearheaded by blacks. 

Although there are plenty of 
informers at Pendleton and the 
general population isn't 
sufficiently political or 
oriented towards prison 
struggle, it nevertheless, is 
still by far the most 
progressive and rebellious of 
the two. Even interracial 
solidarity is stronger. 
Recently, new additional 
facilities, i.e., dorms and 
cages, were constructed at 
Pendleton, initially to 
accommodate over crowdedness, 
but ulteriorly, the 
authorities have also used it 
as a kind of "honor" kamp to 
induce conformity. In any 
event, the most militant 
sector of both prison 
population are to be found on 
the lookup units, which tends 
to be always predominantly 
black;,,_ Also, at· both prisons 
the guards are brutal cowards 
and some are fractionalized 
into · several racist gangs, 
i.e, Klan, Sons of Light, Nee
Nazi & Masons. usually headed 
by a high ranking, Major, 
CaptainJ Lieutenant, 
officials. The following are 
just a few egregious cases of 
the behavior against prisoners 
in recent years: 
* September 26, 1969, 2 

prisoners were killed and 
46 others were gunned 
down at Pendleton, on the 
recreation yard during a 
peaceful prot~st. 

* January/March 1980,, a 
white prisoner at 
Pendleton on a lockup 
unit ( MRU) was shot 
pointblank in the face 
with a stun gun by Major 

* 

* 

* 

* 

FrankJ. in, 
for life. 

blinding him 

October 1983, in the 
aftermath of a cellhouse 
takeover at Pendleton, a 
black prisoner, Ricky J. 
Macon, "died" 
myster.ious ly of "medical 
neglect." 

Spring 1984, a black 
prisoner, Tony Williams, 
was ruthlessly beaten by 
several guards on the 
lockup unit recreation 
pad at Pendleton. 

April 1985, a black 
prison, Vito, was heavily 
maced in the face, 
causing his skin to peel 
red by discoloration. 

September 1985, at the 
Indiana State Farm, a 
black prisoner, Meritt, 
had his front teeth 
kicked out by the "goon 
squad.·· 

* May 1992~ a white 
prisoner was shot dead by 
a sharpshooter during a 
hostage situation at 
Pendleton. 

Concerning political harvest 
and/or conscious ra{sing via 
media exposure, over the 
years, there has been three 
incidents of major importance 
and they occurred in 1980, 
1985 and 1991. 

In April 1980, on a lockup 
unit at Michigan City, 9 
prisoners staged a takeover 
capturing several guards and 
prison personnel. This move 
was precipitated by guards who 
had manhandled and pushed a 
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the U.S. Justice Department. 
1 The Feds did intervie·w the 
cases but they didn't pursue 
the prosecution of any of 
tpem. 

move had a 
on the black 

the prison 
and prison 

However, this 
dynamic effect 
community, 
population 
authorities. 
the move met 

For instance, 
with a favorable 

response within some ·sectors 
in the black community because 
a few ministers and local 
activists expressed concern 
and solidarity. Host of the· 
youth readily identified with 
it. because the guards were 
perceived as the same kind of 
police that were harassing, 
brutalizing and killing them 
in the neighbothood. As for 
the prisoners, their moral and 
political ·consciousness was 
heightened tremendously. Fir 
it was· mass therapy at its 
best. '---Because the move itself, 
attaoked the very core of the 
psychology of fear that is 
inherent in .·the oppressed
oppressor dialectic. Simply 
put, the act· demonstrated, in· 
concrete terms; that they were 
vulnerable and could bleed 
too. Yes, that day, for a 
moment, the emperor had no 
cloths. Lastly, the move set 
the guards and· administrators 
back on their heels because 
never within ~he history of 
t~is penal system had they 
witnessed such a bold and 
righteous act of retaliation. 
Thus, in order to regain some 
moral ground~ to discredit and 
depoliticiz~ the event, in the 
eyes of the general public, 
they entered into a collusion 
with the media and began to 
characterize the prisoners as 
gang members. In any event, 

as much as this was an overall 
political victory, cdmrades 
John Cole and Christopher 
Trotter paid a heavy cost 
because both drew long 
additional prison terms. So 
as Sundiata Acoli would say, 
"this time it's up to us, that 
is, th~ revolution will have 
to parole them." 

!Illl :1~~, a top official from 
the Department of C6rrection 
("DOC") made a statement in 
the Indianapolis Star 
appealing to c1v1c leaders, 
legislators,the press and the 
general public to forebear 
while it clamp down on the 
prisoner population at 
Pendleton. He also announced 
that the DOC had no~ 
identified app~oximately 200 
individuals as the prime 
"troublemakers" throughout the 
penal system, ~nd that within 
six months they would have 
every thing under control. The 
temporary plati was to expand 
by converting a cellhouse into 
a maximum lockup unit, and the 
long-range plan was to b~ild a 
new maximum.control complex. 
Thus , in Apr i 1 18 B 1 , the n e,w 1 y , 
constructed Maximum . Cont~ol 
Complex ("MCC") at Westville~ 
Indiana was officially opened. 
Gradually, prisonets were 
brought in from across the 
state and by Septeaber 1991 
the population was 
approximately 50 men. Due to 
the authorities rigid policy 
of "isolation and punishment" 
prisoners had also by this 
time accumulated a list of 
grievance , from 
constitutional to human ·rights 
violations. So by mid
September 13 men launched a 
hunger strike to protest and 
expose the conditions at the 
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So we have witnessed this 
vacillations and outright 
betrayals o~curring inside and 
outside. What is more, we 
have tried to identify and 
psychoanalyze this individuals 
and although there 1s an 
objective pattern in their 
behavior due to the 
unpredictability of human 
nature it is difficult to 
create a sing]e profile of 
identification. For the point 
is loyalty and betrayal is a 
dialectical entity. In other 
words, these opposites are 
interconnected and 
interdependent. Each is the 
condition of existence for the 
other. There exists an 
unavoidable1 uneasing conflict 
and s~~uggle between the two; 
a continuous penetration of 
these aspects within the human 
sou.l (character), the 
particular aspect. is 
contro,lling at any give·n time 
or will Ultimately· prevall 
depends upon the 
circumstances, conditions and 
level of consciousness, 
especially the mental factor 
or the " mora 1 gr it " as Dr . 
Dubois would say. 

Another negative tendency of 
the ( · neophyte transformed 
lumpen is though they 
baslca~ly have good 
intentions, they nevertheless 
are adventurous and 
romanticist at hear who see 
"miracles flowing from the 
gun) while they shun~ shirk or 
belittle day-to-day political 
work among the ma.sses'. 
However, in spite of these 
negati~e tendencies we hold 
the Fanonian perspe6tive; that 
is to say, the lumpen 
shouldn't be glorified or 
romanticized as inherently_ 

\ 

·revolutionary. In fact, as a 
class, the lump en is 
reactionary but they can 
become a progressive force if 
the revolutionaries are able 
to transform their mentality 
and integrate them into 
programs of concrete struggle. 

In summation, for those of you 
who are "search~ng for a 
scientific road" we urge you 
to read and study, form prison 
collectives, political cells, 
forge ·principle links with 
other similar forces and to 
start b~ilding an 
infrastructure beqause if 
history is any indication of 
the future, there will be a 
social upheaval soon. It. is 
going to erupt in this country 
that only a prepared and 
mobilized people will 
withstand ,and carry on to 
victory. 

"The function of _a social 
structure is to ~et up 
institutions to serve people's 
needs. A society that drives 
its members .to desperate 
solutions is a non-viable 
society, a society to be 
replaced." 

Alht b:iittte:l) tllnte t~ t~t fe.et!li~ 
me. 

Tdhaka Olu~bala Shab~zz 
Maximum control Complex 
Westville, Indiana 

Suggested Reading: 

The Long Dream, Richard Wright 
Omni American, Albert Murray 
Mao Tse Tung 
Dialectic Its Laws and 
Categories, Ira Gollobin 
Black Boy, Richard ·wright 
1985 Oversight Hearing on 
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I . . 

I 

IN THE ~PIRIT OF FRED HAMPTON AND MARK CLARK: 

CARRY· ON THE TRADITtON OF RESISTANCE 

(Revised; originally published in Notes From A New Afrikan POW Journal. 
6pok_~~ven._~~80~l 

So when you select heroes about which. [Afrikan] peopl~ 
ought to b'e taught, let them b.e [Af-r: ikan] hero.e13 who ..... 
have died fighting for the.ben~fit :of [Afrikan] peopie. 

Malcplm X 

December 4, 1992 will mark twenty-three.years since local agents of the 
U.S. imperialist state (Chicago police, under the direction -of the FBI), 
launcihed a pre·-dawn search-and-destroy attack upon. an apartment at 2337 
West.: Monr·oe Street·,·. Chicago,· as.sassinated Fred Hampt-on and -Mark Clark, and 
·wounded four other members of the B~~ck .Panther Party (BJ?P). 

Immediately aftex' the attack., the U.S. and its ·a,ssass.ins stood behind a 
fabricated ~tory, trying to cdnceal their real motives and methods. They 
ela.imed that illegally purchased weapons were. in the· ,apart.ment. There 
were weapons in the apart.ment~ but all of them had been legally purchased 
-- a. fact·. known to the as·sassins, the iT hav·ing been :!so informed by their 
paid aruw_t.__.I;Lrovbcateur! William o··N;eal. 

If the assassins knew that. th~re was no legal justification for their 
mission, then whi did they launch it? They did so because Fred Hampton. and_ 
the Black Panther Party were leading forces -~ and thus major targets -- in 
the revolutionary war between the U.S. and Afrikans inside its borders who 
struggle fo'r national se.lf-detertnination. · 

Fred Hampton and Mark Clark were murdered as they slept because they 
carried on a tradition of resistance to their people's 6ppression; they 
worked each day to awaken .and to organize Afrikan people, and to build 
bonds of solidarity with other oppressed peoples, in a common struggle 
against U.S. settler-colonialism and international capitalist-imperialism, 
and to build a socialist society. 

**********************· 
The [Afrikan] youth.and mQderates must be made to understand 
that if they succumb to·revolutionary teaching~ they will be 
dead revolutionaries. 

FBI Internal Memo, 1968 

At the time of his assassiriation, Fred Hampton was twenty~one .ye~r~ of, 
age, and sat as Chairman of the Illinois Chapter of the Black Panther . 
Party. Chairman Fred, ~s he was affectionately and respectfully called, 
began his political activism as a fourteen-year~old high schobl student in 
Haywood, Illinois1 where he organized a -youth chapter of the NAACP. 

Lik~ ~ost Afrikan youth of the time, Fred was influenced by the giowing 
revolutionary movement-of Afrikan and other opp~essed peoples throughout 
the U.S. in the late 19130 · s·, Fred's consciousness and pra.etice reflected 
hi$ political shift to the l~ft, so much so that.he drew the attentiqn of 
the repressive forces even before he joined the BPP, and the ·FB! itself 
began to monitor his activity in 1967. Shortly thereafter, Fred, Bobby Rush 
and sev~ral others organized the Chicago chapte~ of the BPP, which soon 
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The first settlement within the present borders of the Un~ted 
States to contain [Afrikan} slaves was the victim of the fir~t 
slave r~volt. A Spanish c~lohizer, Lucus Vasquez de Ayllon, in· 
the srimmer of 1526, founded a ~own n~ar the mouth of the Pede 
river in what. is now South Carolina. The community consisted 
of five hundred Spaniards and one hundred '[Afrikan] slaves. 
Troubl~ soon beset the·colony. Illness caused numerous deaths, 
carrying off in October, Ayllon himself. The [Native Nations] 
grew more hostile and dangerous. Finally, probably in November, 
the [Afrikans] rebelled, killed several [co.loniz.ers] .. and 
escaped to the [Native Na~ions]. This was a fatal blow and the 
remaining colonists -- but one hundred a~d fifty souls -
returned to Haiti in December, 1526 . 

.Just as We resisted and fought to regain our 'ihdependence, the 
.::olonizers ·sought to repress our :resistance, to kill our warriors and 
leaders, to disrupt the independe~ce movement: 

~he system of slavery demanded a special police force and 
such a force was made possible and unusually effeqtive by the 
presence of the poor whites ... First of all,, it gave him work 
and some authority as ove~seer, slave driver, and member of 
the patrol system·. But above and beyond this, it fed his vanity 
because it associated him with the masters ... He never regarded 
himself as a laborer, or as part of any labor movement ... The 
system was held stable and intact by the poor white ... Gradually 
the whole white South became an armed and commissioned camp 

't-o keep [Afrikans] in slavery and to kill the [Afrikan] rebel. 
(W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in Americ~, p.12.) 

When fourteen agents of the U.S. imperialist state attacked the BPP ~nd , 
assassinated Fred Hampton and Mark Clark, they were ca~rying on a tradition 
of their ownJ with the help of William O'Neal, who must also be seen as 
carrying on a particular tradition -- that of a traitor: 

On Septembe~ 13, 1663, a favorite slave of a Mr. John Smith 
of Gloucester County, Virginia, betrayed an extensi~e conspiracy 
of [Afrikan] slaves ... An unkuown number of the rebels was 
executed. The day of the betrayal was set aside by the colonists 
as one of thanksgiving and prayer to a merciful god who had 
saved them from extermination. The traitor was given his 
freedom and 5,000 lbs. of tobacco. 

They gave William O'Neal a $300.00 bonus. 

Throughout our long struggle to regain independence as a people, We 
have developed many forms of resistance. And, all forms of resistance are 
recognized as threats to oppressive power, and they receive attention from 
repressive forces .in overt and covert forms, and in all spheres of social 
life. 

Heavyweight boxing champion Jack John~on resisted oppression both 
inside and outside of the ring. He was a symbol of the ability of Afrikan 
people to resist the social hegemony of the oppressive state, and to d~feat 
the state in its· own arena. When Jack Johnson was forced. out· of the U.S., 
he stood then on an international level,as a more threat~ning symbol of 

28 CROSSROAD WINTER 1992 



either directly or indirectly led to the assassination 
of Malcolm X in 1965 ... 

As the civil rights movement moved to the north, and 
urban ghetto uprisings punctuated [Afrikan] people's 
demands for national liberation, the FBI greatly expanded 
their counter-intelligence programs against the [Afrikan] 
movement and its leadership_ (Counter-Intellig~nce: A 

Documentarv Look at America's Secret Police.) 

On August 25, 1967, the. Director of the FBI (who operated under the 
authority of the U.S. Attorney General, who in turn operated und~r the 
authority of the President of the United States), issued a Memo 
establishing .as additional counier-intelligence program, designated as 
"Black Nationalist-Hate Groups: Internal Security." 

The_Memo was circulated to twenty-three Field Offices, which were 
instructed to "expose., disrupt, misdirect, or otherwise neutralize" the 
activities of Afrikan nationalist organizations, ''their leadership, 
spokesmen, IDembership, and supporters ... The activities of all such groups 
of intelligence interest to this Buteau must be followed on a continuous 
basis so we will be in a position to promptly take advantage of all 
opportunities for counterintelligence and to inspire action in instances 
where circumstances warrant." 

The Memo further instructed FBI agents to prevent the consolidation of, 
and recruitment by, Afrikan nationalist forces, and to ''exploit. through 
counter-intelligence technique~ the organizational and personal conflicts 
of the le~derships of the groups and where possible an effort should be 
made to capitalize upon existing conflicts between competing [Afrikan] 
nationalist organizations... . 

FBI agen~s were also encouraged to disrupt and neutralize groups 
"through the cooperation of established local news media contacts or 
through such contact with sources available to the Seat of Government, in 
every. instance careful attention must be given to the proposal to insure 
the targeted group is disrupted, ridiculed, or discredited through the 
publicity and not merely publicized." · 

. In February, 1968 .. the FBI issued another Memo, to. "expand the 
Counter-intelligence Program desigried to ·neutralize militant black 
nationalist groups from 23 to 41 field divisions so as to cover'the great 
~ajority of black nationalist activity'' in the U.S. The Memo emphasized the 
b.S. need: to prevent the coalition of nationalist .groups; to prevent the 
rise of leadership which might unify and electrify the movement; to 
"prevent these nationalists from gaining respectability and prevent the 
growth of these groups" among Afrikan youth. 

Also listed again were the names of the organizations and individuals 
that were to receive particular attention under this program: SNCC, Stokely 
Carmichael.and H. Rap Brown; SCLC and Martin Luther King, Jr.; RAM and Max 
Stanford; the Deacons for Defense and Justice; CORE; the NOI and Elijah 
Muhammad. It should b.e noted that there is no mention of the Black Panther 
Party and its leadership in these memos. The particular concern with which 
the U.S. held the BPP is seen b' the F~I·s creation of a separate file and 
counterinsurgency program targeting th~ party. 

Two years after it was organized in October, 1966, the BPP had 
thirty-eight chapters throughout the U.S., an approximate membership of 
4,000, and became the major target of the U.S. government's domestic 
counter-revolutionary thrust~ largely because of the effectiveness of the 
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LEST WE FORGET 

November 

1-Afrikan Free School established in New York, 1787 
2-Three slaves (statebuilders)found guilty of conspiracy to rebel in Va., 1722 

-Assata Shakur !~berated from prison, 1979 
3-Felix Mou~ie, ~a-founder of the Union of Peoples of Cameroon (UPC), 

murdered in 1960 · . 
-UN comdemns U.S. invasion of Grenada, 1983 

5-Art Tatum dies, Los Angeles~ 1956 
-5,000 New Afr-ikans march on the U.N.· in Human Rights demonstration, 1979 

6-Roland Price, 20, shot 25 times by 6 police in Rochester, n.y., 1947 
?-Abolitionist lynched in Alton, Illinois by a pro-slavery mob, 1837 
-Afrikans on slave trader "Creole" overpower cr.ew and sail to Bahamas, 1841 
-Afrika's "last colony", Namibia, holds elections in 1989 

8-Chicago voters defeat Ed Hanrahan~ the most visible symbol of the murder of 
Fred Hampt6n and Mark Clark, 1972 

9-Maroons, attack plantat~ons and capture weapons in a Virginia county, 1691 
-Malcolm X delivers "Message to the Grassroots .. in Detroit, 1963 

10-Britain off~rs 'freedom' to enslaved Afrikans joining their army, 1775 
.-Riot in Wilmingtbn, N.C. leaves 8 Afrikans dead, 1898 

11-Nat Turner hanged in Jerusalem~ Virginia, 1831 
-Whites in Rhodesia proclaim independence from Britain, 1965 
-Angolan independence day. 

~3~Liberty Party, the 1st anti-slavery political party, organized in Warsaw,' 
New York--1839 

:Spurgeon HJake 11 Winters murdered by Chicago pigs; 4 killed, 7 wounded, 1969 
14-AfrikaA,taken from jail by a. lynch mob, 1867 

-Twyman F~ed ~ye~s, 23, member of the Black Liberation Army, ambushed by 
f.b.i. and n.y. police; sixth BLA ~ember killed in this fashion, 1973 

15-Hannibal crosses Alp~, 218 B.C.E. 
'-"Scramble for Afrika"' organized at international conference in Berlin, 1884 

16~W.C. Handy, composer and musician, born 1873 
-Dahomey defeat FrencH, 1892 
-2 New Afrikan students murdered, 1 wounded by police at Souther-n U. ,La.·1972 

17-Afrikans win major battle against Dutch in Brazil, 16~6 
19-Keita of Mali, overthrown .in 1968 . 
20-Five Afrikans executed for killing two slave traders and.escaping, 1829 
22-Violence against Afrikan labor in Thibod~aux, Louisiana; 30 Afrikans dead, 

hundreds wounded, 1887 · 
-Nation of Islam established, 1930 
-Guin~an masses defeat Portugue~e invasion, 1970 
-ZANU launches guerilla war in Zimbabwe, 1972 

23-2 Afrikans killed, 1 wounded as 2 whites terroriz~ community in N.C., 1947 
-Nkrurnah 

1

and Toure' unite countries; Kei~ta of Mali joins later, 1958 
24-1st Colored Peoples Convention held in South Carolina, 1865 

-Mobutu .installed in the Kongo, 1965 
26-Sojourne~ T~uth dies in Battle Creek, Michigan, 1883 
27-Rosa Lee Ingram and her sons Wallace and Sammie sentenced to life 

imprisonment for self-defense slaying of attempted rapist, 1947 
28-Death of Richard Wright in Paris, 1960 
29-A thoroughly whipped French army limps out of Haiti, 1803 

-Five of an origina1 77 slaves who overpowered and killed 5 white slave 
traders while being transported South, executed, 1826 

-Adam Clayton Powell and Thurgood Marshall born, 1908 
-UN decides to partition Palestine, 1947 . 

30-Shirley Chisholm, 1st New Afrikan woman in Congress, born 1924 
-South Afrikan troops invade Luanda, ~ngola--1981 
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I. 

January 

1-Haitian Independence, 1789 
-cOcganized anti-slaver-y work by New Afrikans beg-ins;. 1808 
-New Afrikan rebellion in Harlem, 1943 
-PAFGC begins armed struggle in Guinea78issau, attack Portugu~se troops.~ ~963 

2-Batista·overthrown. in Cuba, 19~9 
-San Quentin prison strike, 1973 

4-Co.l;umbus r-eturns to Europe with ce1pti ves . from the Western Hemisphere' 
1495 

-C.L' .. \R. James (ThE;> Black Jaco-bins) ··born, .19.01 
-·SNCC ·worker Sammy Younge, . Jr •. mur.dered "in· Tuskegee, A 1 abama, ·1966 

5-0hio is the first of ··the Northern states to pass B.lac·k laws., 1804 
6-12 ~000 Azanian work-ers. strike. Anglo-American's .VaLl Reefs Gold •mine;

. 7-First 'Scottsboro Boys' trial, 1931 
·-rvlark Esse><, 23, is killed atop New Orleans. hotel after killing six, and 

wounding fifteen, 1973 
8-New···Af r- i k an revo 1 t 1 ed by Char 1 es DeLauder in Louisiana, 1-811 · 

-ANC (Afrikan National Congress) of Azania (South Afrika) founded, '1912 
9-Martial Law decl~red in Louisiana• 1811 
10-New Afrikan rev·olt in ·:Louisiana Crushed--:-many decapi:·tated, :.1811< 
12-Souther-n Christian· ,Leadership Conference·~ formed;.·· 1957 · · 
f3~South -Afrikan t~oops.invade~nd occupy N~mibia~ 1915 

-Workers declare general ·strike in Kenya, 1947 

'.' 

-W.L. Nolen~ Cleveland Edwards and Alvin '"Jugs" Miller killed by guard. at 
Soled~d Prison (California), j~70 · 

14-Sundiata Acoli, New Afrikan Prisoner of Wari born .1937 in Decatu~j·:l~xa$ 
-Agreement signed ending 14 year-s of armed struggle in Angplp,, 1975. 

15-Gamal A. Nasser of Egypt, born 19iB 
-l"lartin"L.uther- King Jr- .. , born 1929 

16-Two New Afr-ikans hanged for "conspiracy.to rebel", 1801 
17-Patr-ice Lumumba (Pr-·ime M.inist·~r- of Kongo) murdered in 1961 
18-Rebellion in Atmore Pr-ison (Ala.), leader is killed:on way_to bospital~~974 
19-0ne police· killed and two w·ounqed as BJack fr-eedom fighters sei4~ a 

Br-ooklyn, N~_v. spor-ting goods store, 1973. 
-Anda 1 i wa Clar-k . murder-ed in T r-en·ton State Prison, 1976 

20-Amilcar Cabral assassinated by Portuguese agents, 1973 
22-A,fr-ikan Metho.dist Episcopal church founded, 1816 

-Zulus defeat the British in the Battle of. Isandhlwana., ,1879 
23-Bolivia and u.s. sign treaty to exchange prisoners, 1978 
24-Martin R. Delany, ~ied 1885 

-police and f.b.i. preven't· Fred· Hampton from appearing on tv talk'. show;.· 19'69 
25-Sojourner- Truth speaks. at the. 1st Black Womens Rights Convent .. ion, ,;1.851 

-Day of So 1 idar i ty with thee. s.tn,Jgg1e of the Ar-ab People 
26-Mahdi defeat Br-itish and recap~ure Khartoum, 1885 

-Prisoners Union for-med. in Stillwater, Minnesota, 1974 
I , .~' 

30-Bambat ta mas sac re--3000 Af r ican,s murder.ed by British tr-oops. in South 
Afr-·ika~ 1906 

-Ghandi assassinated, 1948~-

-Local colonialists describe plan of 200 ~laves to capture capitol and 
establish their own government~ 1739 

31-13th .amen.dment to Cons.titu.tion "abolishing" slavery, 186.5 
-Vietnam vets begin hearings on u.s. war crimes in Vietnam, 1971 
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Political Prisoner and Prisoner of 
War 

UPDATES 
. Stating that, 11We believe America is 
an illegitimate country founded on 
genocide, kidnapping, rape. theft, 
oppression and racism,.. a 
movement· Is growing among 
prisoners In New York state to 
renounce U.S. citizenship and 
demand repatriation to 11Some 
African country... For more 
informa~ion and/or to , offer 

support, contact: 
Attorney Joan Gibbs 

Center for Constitutional Rights 
666 Broadway, 7th floor 

New York, NY.10003 

Kojo Somani Sababu has been 
, transferred (again!) to USP 

Leavenworth. 

A Brief History Of The 
New Afrikan Prison Struggle 

by S_undiat~ Acoli 
Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign 

P. 0. Box 5538,Manhattanvil/e Station 
Harlem, NY 10027 (.60 for prisoners) 
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Letters 

Dear Friend, 
. We are writing to ask your 

cooperation · in Democratic 
Palestine's current advertising 
campaign. 

The crisis In the Palestinian 
arena has had negative political 
and economic ·consequences, both 
of which have affected our work. 
Accordingly, we need to increase 
our aubacrlptiona aa a way to 
alleviate our financial difficulties. 
Even more Important Is the need to 
spread progressive analysis· and 
Information about the Palestinian 
struggle, particularly as 
Palestinian national and political 
rights are under attack as part of 
the current "peace process ... 

You can help In this ..• 

Sincerely, 
The DP Staff 

Write to Democratic Palestine , 
Box 30192~ Damascus, Syria. 

Coming in the Spring 1993 issue 
of CROSSROAD: 

·The Ideological Crisis In "Black 
Studies .. 

-Let's .. Gang Up" On Oppression: 
Youth Organizations and the 
Struggle for Power In Afrlkan 

Communities 

Don't Miss It! 
Subscribe Today!!! 




