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Though the reactionary sector of the capitalist class engages 
in "low intensity" wars (supporting CONTRAS), it has been decided 
that outright wars of imperialist aggression are too costly in 
finance, lost prestige and the possibility of causing an internal 
anti-war movement. 

u.s. imperialism is in a period of economic stagnation and has 
no other choice.but to wring more profit from its domestic multi­
national working-class by driving down wages, union busting, 
ruining the working-class regardless of race and exterminating 
young sectors of present and the future African-American working­
class through a very sophisticated war of genocide. Subtle 
"hidden" genocide is the policy of the capitalist ruling class 
is taking to solve the industrial reserve army "unemployed" 
minority problem. This is why drugs are flooded_to inner city 
youth; to eliminate them from the labor market and to eliminate 
"future" African-American leadership. Drug users of dirty needles 
help transmit AIDS in the inner-city and at the same time due to 
imprisonment, mis-education and the rising cost of education, 
young African-American males are an endangered species in higher 
education and the community. 

If the present trends are not reversed or struggled against, 
African-Americans may face near - extinction during the 21st 
century. African-Americans, particularly youth, must build a 
new mass~civil disobedience (resistance) movement against the 
rightward drift to fascism now or suffer the consequences in the 
future. 

B. Alienation of African-American youth 

In the present period two generations of ·African-American youth 
have grown up under the aura of defeat, internal strife, con­
fusion and division in the black liberation movement. This 
has lead to an alienation of African-American people. Also 
growing up under the purposeful lie that "things are getting 
better" and "the struggle is over, blacks are achieving in­
tegration", African-American youth who for the most part are 
lost as to their "social purpose". 

African-American youth in particular and African-American 
people in qeneral are facing a serious crisis in this period. 
African-American youth have lost a sense of mission and historical 
vision of living to improve the conditio~ of racial advancemen~ 
until we can achieve liberation. The old saying you are either 
part of the problem or part of the solution rings more true 
today. As much as 46% of the adult African-American male 
population is not in the labor force. 

In 1960, 75% of all African-American males were employed. In 
1984 only 54% of all African-American males were employed. 
Though African-American men represent 5.8% of the total u.s. 
population, African-American men make up about 43% of the 
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drugs that are flooded into our co~rounity by the white racist 
u.s. ruling class. 

In order to fight against the trend of genocide as a govern­
mental policy and self destruction due to mis-education and media 
psychological genocide, African-American youth need to adopt 
a "liberation philosphy" and begin to demand reparations, re­
payment for the crimes committed against us. The African­
American revolution was not over at the end of the sixties~ the 
real .revolution, the socialist revolution to change the entire 
economic systern where everybody has a fair share is just 
beginning. African-American youth whose unemployment rates 
range fro~ 40% to 60% three times higher than in 1960, need to 
be in the vanguard for socialist revolution, national liberation 
and self determination in America. The unemployment rate for 
African-American teenagers was 34.7% in 1987, and the rate for 
African-Americans between the ages of 20 and 24 was 21.8%. 
These compared with rates of 14.4% for white teens and 8.0% for 
whites in their early 20's. 

Only one-quarter of all black teenagers 
16 to 19 of age had jobs for some period 
during 1987, compared with nearly one­
half of all white teenagers. About 1.4 
million or just over one-half of black 
youth aged 20 to 24 were employed at 
some time in the year, while three­
quarters of the whites in that age group 
held jobs. 

BLS data also reveal that nearly two­
thirds of black teenage males did riot 
work at all during 1986, compared to only 
one-third of white teenage males and one­
half of Hispanic teenage males. And close 
to one-quarter of black males between the 
ages of 20 and 24 were jobless the entire 
year~ while less than one-tenth of white 
males in that age group reported not work­
ing ... (Simms, op. crt., p.6) 

But everything is not just centered around young African-American 
males. A greater pereentage of African-American teenage females 
drop out of high school due to pregnancy, on a nationwide basis, 
than African-American females who graduate from college in the 
same year. 

In the descending line of development of capitalism (declining) 
the U.S. capitalists must find ways to reduce the industrial 
xeserve army because many white's will begin to join the ranks 
of the under or unemployed~ the homeless, "working poor" or so­
called "underclass". This is more true that forecasts estimate 
that in the year 2000 African Americans will constitute more 
than 17% of the American labor force. Also African-Americans 
and Chicano's will constitute 30% of the u.s. population. so 



CR/SSP -16- 12/39 

city youth with a negative attitude toward personal achievement 
in the Anglo-American capitalist society and develops within 
them a low self-esteem. This coupled with the alcohol/drug street 
culture and anti-establishment figures such as the lumpen drug 
pushers, prostitutes, stick up men, hustlers, pimps, African-
American youth see everyday having money · makes them 
successful images in the minds of youth. This becomes a strong 
deterrent, in the minds of African-American youth towards striv­
ing for working class status or to become part of the proletariat 
in capitalist America. 

Much of the alienation towards working class socialization 
expresses itself in the organization of African-American youth 
gangs. Gangs provide self-esteem for its participants and are 
the center of anti-social and anti working class acts. Almost 
every African-American community has gangs. Gangs develop be_c_ause 
African-American youth have little if any labor mobility in a 
racist capitalist system. African-American youth have no room 
for expression. They have no image of manhood or womanhood that 
they can identify with. A£rican-American youth unconsciously 
kno·.v that they are· .not part of ·white capitalist world. In the street 
culture, the gang represents·organization, identity and power for 
African-American youth. Living in a racist society they get 
very little opportunity to experience these things. The feeling 
of belonging, being part of something "together" is a big part of 
the gang. This sense of identity (jackets, caps, etc.} leads to 
the organication of a gang and from the gang's strength (size, 
fighting ability, protection of its members, turf} and influence 
(alliance's with other gangs} come its power. For African-American 
youth, especially boys, gangs are the thing to do in ·the African­
American community that can give them a sense of power. This 
comes from the feeling of being powerless over one's destiny. 
This is why so many African-American youth can be organized into 
drug gangs. Gangs need to be re-oriented. Instead of fighting 
and killing their brothers and sisters, they must be trained 
to fight the racist capitalist system. They can be developed 
to become part of an African-American liberation organization. 

In the descending line of development of capitalism because of 
the lumpenization (criminalization) of a large sector of 
African-American youth many have turned to black on black crimeG 
This element must be re-educated or they will be used in the 
future to further implement capitalism's policy of "self destruct" 
genocide. 

African-American youth need to be taught that when they use 
and sell drugs they are collaborating "selling-out-cooperative" 
with the u.s. capitalist ruling class plan of genocide against 
the African-American nation. Therefore a drug pusher is your 
local C.I.A. agent (CONTRA- counter-revolutionary) who is' 
destroying the freedom movement. Only by becoming part of the 
solution, struggling for our self determination, democracy and 
liberation will African-American youth be their own liberators. 
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Among today's children, one in four is poor, 
one in seven is at risk of dropping out of 
school, and one in five is at risk of becom­
ing a teen parent. 
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Because the u.s. public educational system never responded to the 
cries for "relevancy" by inner city youth in the 60's and 70's 
and still propagates a racist imperialist Euro-centic education, 
inner city youth have come alienated from it and their-literacy 
rate has rapidly declined. 

For many states the drop-out rate for non­
white high school students exceeds 50 percent. 
Across the United States 3,800 teenagers drop 
out of school every day ..• (Marable, 1989, p. 6) 

Inner city young females respond to this "lack of self relevancy" 
by dropping out of school, having babies, ending up living off 
of substance, becoming wards of the state, decreasing the poten­
tialities of their offsprings' success, trapped in poverty. Inner 
city males drop out of school for a full-time "job" without bene­
fits working in the drug market for international crime (CIA 
harco-imperialism). 

Due to the increased alienation and drug abuse many young adults 
become "soci~lly dis-oriented'' and are classified as mentally 
ill~ Mental lllness will increase in the descending line of 
development of capitalism unless the social philosophy of the 
African-American comrr.unity no longer propagates social myth 
(false race and class consciousness), deals with social reality 
(the national liberation movement must become a struggle for 
socialisrr. if it is to be successful) and deals with social needs 
of developing a positive African-American personality and moral 
code based on African-American pride, respect and dignity. 
African-American people need to be taught of the many African­
American mass movements,. struggles, personalities, achievements, 
many thousands who died trying to better the condition of , 
African-Americans. While our heritage goes back to the glorious 
civilizations of ancient and middle ages A£rica, we must be 
proud of being an African-American people. 

D. A£rican-Arnerican youth need ·to realize their power 

African-American youth have power they don't realize •. African­
American youth between the ages of 10 and 25 for the most part 
are the mobile strata of the African-American working class. 
tvhat does this mean? For the majority of black youth they have 
not obtained permanent full-time jobs during these ages and 
many are still living with their parents or still in school. 
Therefore they have more mobility than the average brothers 
or sisters who is bogged down with raising a family, paying rent 
or mortgage. African-American youth can use these years allowing 

( ) Manning Marable, "The Uneducated Underclass," Across the Color 
Line, The Vindicator, May 10 - 24, 1989: Volume 19, Number 8, 
p. 6. 
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2. The contradictions of the system are more crystalized 
in black youth than any other element of the black 
community. This is due to the historical period that. 
black youth are growing up in. The internal conflict 
exposing the contradictions of the system, involving 
them emotionally and physically in conflict with the 
system, has had more effect on this generation than 
any other. 

3. African-American youth have not been effectively "brain­
washed" yet. Being of the ages of rapid growth of the 
mind and not firmly embedded they are the element in the 
black community more prone for ·social change. An example 
of this can be seen by the role black youth played in the 
revolution of 1967/68. 

What can we accomplish by organiz·ing African-American community 
and African-American· college youth? We can accomplish: 

1. The formation of a African-American Liberation Organization 
that is capable of waging a successful campaign against 
the capitalist system. 

2. Create, ferment and establish necessary conditions for a 
mass movement towards advanced democracy. 

3. ,The organization of a base for mass support of socialist 
--revolutionaries. 

4. The organization of a political socialist cadre that is 
capable of conducting a scientific mass struggle from 
generation to generation. 

We can create the ferment, prepare the atmosphere and conditions 
for revolution by creating a nationwide movement of revolutionary 
action. In order to be successful this movement would have to 
be political in· nature, well coordinated and well organized. The 
black revolutionary socialist student movement's role would be 
to organize such a movement and act as its political vanguard. 
When referring to political vanguard we mean to interpret for 
the masses the nature of the system, why and the nature of such 
a movement .• Therefore the African-American Student Movement's 
main purpose is to show black youth that the only way to survive 
in life is to create a revolution in this country. 

Such a movement should be geared to causing eventual dislocation 
of the catalyst system. The purpose of such a movement will 
be a "national strike". The African-American socialist student 
movement's role in such a movement would be to organize a nation­
wide student walkout. Junior high and high school youth would lead 
the walkout supported by black college youth, which would be in 
support of a black industrial workers strike. · 

The African-American student organization should produce a weekly 
black student newsletter or newspaper to interpret ~vents and 
affairs for the black student. It must call African-American 
students to action and educate them about their historical 
destiny. The historical destiny of the African-American 
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government and fighting for student rights, the movement's 
influence can develop and grow. The second primary target 
should be the freshman and sophmore classes. The freshman 
and sophrnore classes usually aren't so imbedded with bour­
gois values and freakism, and can be influenced easier than 
the junior and seniors who are concerned with surviving and 
just graduating. Senior students interest usually become 
more tied to the system since they are concerned with making 
it on the job market. The purpose of this is to build a 
permanent revolutionar,Y machine on campus. 

Finally, attempt to gain influence and control over the soro­
rities and fraternities. Fraternities and sororities are very 
hard to crack, because their values are usually caught up into 
the "hip society". Discussion groups should be established 
both formal and informal. Orientation towards the end of the 
school year should be given as to·· what projects and groups 
the African-American student can work with in his community. 
The New African~American Student Movement would operate 
differently in different areas. In urban communities, the black 
student movement's .main concern would be the organization of 
black ghetto youth. This can be done through "liberation schools, 
black history clubs, black tutorialJprojects, athletic clubs 
and protective associations, etc." Black history programs 
should be established to instill pride and to combat the daily 
brainwashinq by the oppressor. For New Student Groups 
located on a "Negro" college campus main concern will be to 
utilize and transform the "hip society". t-Jhy? Because fro~. 
the hip society comes a generation of freaks. If we control 
the hip society it will produce revolutionary black scientific 
socialists instead of freaks. What is the·hip society? 

The Hip Society 

The hip society is a result of conditioning and of the frustrated 
hope that the American .. dream i·s true. The hip society trans­
cends all class barriers among blacks and has its own social 
values, and norrnsa The hip society is developed from frustra­
tion of not being able to do anything about one's condition 
and act as a release from daily pressures. The hip society_is 
built around the concept of manhood and womanhood. This concept 
of manhood and womanhood comes from feeling a lack of security, 
identity and alienation. The man who can make the most women 
dress the best and maintain his "cool" is considered among 
his peers to be a hero. The woman who can jilt a cat and 
not mean nothing to her, get the most noses open and climbs 
the ladder with prestige men is supposed to be into something. 
The women rather, (girls) play, but usually they are looking 
for a husband ... 
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have the vitality of youth. Of the several weaknesses of the 
student movements of the 60's was the failure to build a mass 
cadre African-American organization that had a serious youth 
section. We failed to recruit and train revolutionary successors 
8 to 15. As we became older so did the movement and organizations. 
The other thing the student movement failed to clearly grasp and 
educate people around was objective and how to achieve the 
objective. 'For a certain period the objective was civil {national 
democratic) rights but how to achieve it was not clear. The 
objective in this period must be clear, "economic democracy" 
which can only be achieved through socialism. 

Another weakness was limited vision. When I say limited 
vision we felt self determination was right around the corner. 
We failed to have the concept of protracted struggle. Organizing 
the masses is a tremendous undertaking and requires great 
patience and strategy. The devel6pment of national conscious­
ness is a long and difficult process depending on the traditions 
and stages of social development of peoples. The development of 
class consciousness seems to be just as long a process. The 
previous student movement failed to project a vision for working 
for the forecorning generations . 

... the strategy of revolution requires the 
escalation of demands and actions, stage 
by ,,stage, in con·flict with the enemy, 
utilizing the whip of the counter-revolu­
tion to deepen the conflict and to drive 
the revolution forward, without stopping 
at the most extreme actions required to 
win. (Boggs, 1970, p. 114) 

The other aspect which was a severe weakness on the part of 
progressives was the question of independent and continuous 
finances. Social movements have used various means of obtain­
ing finances to function. What has been consistent is the 
drive to establish an independent political economy for the 
different movements. Every movement striving for power must 
have its own economic power base; its own means of substaining 
itself; political economy. 

F. .African-American youth taking control of their destiny_ 

African-American youth being 10 million strong need to become 
part of the vanguard activists of the black liberation move­
ment. African-American youth should ressurect the slogan of 
"Academic Excellence and Social Responsibility". The drive 
of African-American youth should be to excell in science and 

( ) E. Franklin Frazier, "Race and Cultural Contacts", In the 
Modern World. 

( ) James Boggs, "Racism and the Class Struggle", New York: 
Monthly Review Press, 1970, p. 114. 



CR./SSP -26- 12/89 

BLAa< AMERICA AND THE DEATH PENALTY 

In 1972, the united States Supreme Court decided that the death penalty was 

unconstitutional because it discriminated against minorities, and because it 

constituted cruel and unusual punishment. At that time, about 75% of those on all 

death raws in America were Black. Three years later, that same court said the 

death penalty could be used as long as it was applied equally. Now we have another 

death penalty. This time about 60% of all those on death rows are Black, and 90% 

of them were sentenced for murdering whites. What happened is that the percentage 

of Blacks receiving a death sentence decreased in canparison with whites, but the 

focus of the death penalty changed to the color of one's victim. At the same time 

fewer than 5% of all Blacks that kill Blacks ever receive the death penalty. 

So the death penalty has becane a penalty of race, " the race penalty". 

If a person is poor and of color, he is very likely to receive the death 

penalty. Ninety-nine percent of all Blacks that receive it are poor. For the same 

cases and circumstances, a white person will receive from ten years to life irnpris-
'--, 

onment. A state spends an average of ten thousand dollars per day to prosecute a 

death penalty case. That same state will give a court appointed attorney a total 

of fie hundred dollars to defend a person facing a death sentence. This is design­

ed to get a conviction whether a person is guilty or innocent. Instead of being 

innocent until being proven guilty by the state, the person bears the burden to 

prove his innocence, and he has five hundred dollars while the state will spend 

whatever it takes to get a . conviction. So along with being the race penalty, the 

death penalty becomes "the economic penalty". 

The death penalty exists in every southern state in the united States and in 

most bordering states, and at least 60% of all Blacks live in southern states. 

The death penalty is sought by prosecutors, 98% of whom are white. Blacks are 

sentenced by judges, 98% of whom are white. These prosecutors and judges pros­

ecute and sentence Blacks to death at a rate of 90% for killing whites. At the 

same time they sentence Blacks to death for killing Blacks at a rate of only 5%. 

This encourages Blacks to perpetrate violence against each other. History suggests 

supports the fact that Blacks in America have forgiven whites for the crimes of 

murder, rape, robbery, the denial of rights guaranteed by the Constitution, and 

the greatest crime committed against a people known to mankind--slavery. The 

death penalty is the most telling proof that some white Americans are vengeful 

and unforgiving and demand the death penalty at every turn. Unfortunately, many 

of those unforgiving whites are prosecutors and judges. Along with its being a 
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derrocracy at hane and abroad? Are we afraid to live by the words of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere?• 

We focus on Blacks because we have suffered as much or more than anyone because 

of racism. We focus on Blacks because we are more divided. We focus on Blacks 

because we have been letured to and advised by whites to do everything., but probably 

the most important thing is to "love each other". It reaches every corner of 

America. We are carmended by sane whites when we as Blacks turn our backs on 

fellow Blacks. We are encouraged and told that the only way to succeed is to 

leave the Black communities and accept white culture. We are told by whites, if 

we beat the odds, we shouldi1 1 t look back, when we should "reach back". If we beat 

the odds, we are encouraged- to be· the exceptional, whenonlythe grac~ of Q:rl a:rld 
luck will allow only a few to became the very best in a racist society. 

We are the victims of the greatest psychological game ever perpetrated against 

a peop.le. We are destined to fail simply because of the mind set in America, " if 

i ~Jl{i~e, it ain 1 t right". We must awaken fran this psychological sleep and roar to 

be free in mind and spirit. We 1 ve been asleep too long. We cry out to our people 

and to caring Americans. Allow every voice to be heard on the issue of the death 

penalty. Consider, weigh it, look at where you stand. Examine your conscience • 
........ ..._ \. 

We are sure that you will reach the right decision. Define genocide in your mind. 

Then look at the facts that are clear all over America. Icok at the evidence of the 

worst examples of racism that this world has known. You won 1 t be surprised that 

they easilycompare with what's going on right here in the United States of America. 

That's the purpose of ·this writing--to intrcx:iuce you to the very thing that we have­

lived right here on Alabama 1 s Death Row for the past twelve years. We must fight 

and not wait until it hits h6me, until it touches a family member or a loved one. 

We must learn to love mankind. 

From these walls and bars of Death Row, we remain a cry in the wilderness, hoping 

and praying that sanetxxiy hears our plea, accepts it, and loves us, even fran afar. 

In Struggle We Remain, 

'!be Brothers of Alabama 1 s Death Row 

Jesse Morrison Z373 
Wallace Norrell Thomas Z366 
Holman Unit Holman 37 
Atmore, Alabama 36503 - 0037 
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~ SELF ESI'EEM 

Few things within hum:u1 existance is as ilnportant; and yet, as easily 

overlooked, ignored and abused as individual self esteem (self worth). 

Hav,ing its seat in the very core of all human beings, each person has their 

own definition. What does it mean to you? a job? Money? Car? House? Acceptance by 

others? Love for Humanity?. 

Do you find yourself always seeking "greener pastures"? or are you always 

seeking out the company of those whan are just as miserable (if not rrore so ) as you 

rray be?. 

Whatever a person's particular definition of self-esteem is, one thing is 

clear: take away (or deny) that person's object/ ideal of their self worth and you've 

practically 'destroyed that person's reason for living. 

There's an experience that canes to mind of a prison porter who used to be 

the "laughing stock" of his cell unit. For a period of tiire, (before he became a 

porter) the antics of this individual scrounge bumpkin had been the talk of his 

peeres as a result of his habitual abuse of intoxicating substances (drugs/alcohol) 

which on more than one occasion got him into hot water with the likes of fellow 

cohabitants and prison staf~ as well. 

Then, thru an unusual set of circumstances, his overall attitude was 

dramatically changed fran a pathetic, whining inmate to a sober conscientious 

individual who even rranaged to transform a once shoddy appearance - thru the 

attention he received and responsibility he was entrusted with by simply being given 

a porter' s job - .for the sanitary upkeep of that particular section unit. In short, 

he had began to feel better about himself on the surface, because he was given the 

impression of being needed by others. 

Everyone has an ego (even the so-called "untouchables") and that's not a 

bad thing at all - when it's kept within reasonable limits. The same thing applies 
with ambition. The problem cares in when sareone seeks to feed either one or both-

at the expense of someone else. 
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That • s why it's so important to think positively of one's self. Thru 

personal heritage and history; accanplishrnents (great and small); even appearance .• 

And once self esteem (self worth) is established, it must be encouraged in 

others - whom will encourage others: which brings about the required hanrony that 

must exist within the confines of any prosperous and humane society. 

We must change our attitudes of traditional rraterialisrn and self 

centeredness to that of a dialectical (scientific) rraterialisrn interacting with 

traditional ccmnunalisrn (ccmnunity· vaJ.ues) before we can realistically set our sights 

on a brighter future (which is everyone's birthright}. 

Service unto othersH is service unto uself but, you mus.t __ first begin with 

self before you can serve others. And this begins with a reasonably healthy self 

esteem (·idea of self worth). 

You are important in dialectical relation to the means of production and 

the division of labor. 

REBJIID TO WIN ! ! ! 

Boanerges Pili 

s/n James Harris 
#9581 , 
Death Row 

Indiana State Prison 
P.O. Box 41 
Michigan City, 
Indiana 46360 
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What appear to be one thing can in fact be something else. For example, 

what appear to be white milk could be white paint; or if a man appear to be 

bald-headed could have his hair cut real short, but if one would look closely 

one will see short stubs of hair. Another case in pcint, one could be bald on 

the top of their head and have hair on the sides and backo In a case like that 

the man is in the process of going bald-headed. 

Dialectical Materialism recognizes that all things go through a process of 

gr~wth and development. As previously noted, while something is coming into 

being something is dying away. ~ Everything has an opposite (contradictioXL)_. 

Nothing exist w~cnoue an opposite. A contradiction is the opposite of something. 

Dialectical Materialism is a philosophical way of life. There is a 

solution (answer) to every problem (question). Dialectical Materialism also 

studies the laws of the objective (material) world and how to take the proper 
~~ ~ 

action to bring about its revolutionary transformation. 

Knowledge is power~ The more you know the more you are able to do! 

Rebuild To Win~ 

Free The Land~ 

By: Z;A.A. 

_:. 
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Chairnan Fred who was an articulate speaker, use to exclaim, that "you can kill 

a revolutionary, but you can't kill the revolution. Jake, Mark, and Fred tHere 

murdered but the New Afrikan liberation moverrent is still alive and will continue to 

final victoroy. Some people seeing the demise of this or that organizational form 

have prematurely proclaimed that the struggle is over. OUr struggle to liberate our 

nation may be at a low ebb but it is not by any means over because the contradiction 

that exists bet-ween the oppressor nation and our oppressed nation has not been 

resolved. Our struggle encanpasses our total history of resistance since the 

european invasion of our haneland and our subsequent dia~Pc>ra. __ ()~ s-truggle didn't 

begin or end with the demise of organizations like the B.P., N.C.C., RAM-A.P.P •• All 

of these groups made contributions that were significant to our rrovement for 

independence and socialism but they were only a part of a long history of resistance. 

Jake, Mark, and Fred's deaths were all significant because they all died 

fighting for the freedan of New Afrikan people. The 20th anniversary of the deaths 

of these three comrads should be celebrated and observed. However, the biggest honor 

we can bestow upon the rneiTX)ries of these revolutionaries is to continue to struggle 

and organize in an uncanprCmising manner for freedan and national liberation. Let's 

all make a concerted effort to rrove and advance the struggle forward by learning fran 

past errors and mistakes. It is not enough to rrerely pay empty verbiage and praise 

upon all our fallen canrades who have made the supreme sacrifice in our long struggle 

and resistence. We have to continue their/our work towards independence and 

socialism. So that we ~.continue to proclaim, that, YOO CAN KILL A REVOLUTI<H\RY, 

BUT YOO CANtDT KILL THE REVOLUTICB. 

~UILD_, 

ABDUL SHANNA 
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present reality .• 

Another way to make or to support an argument on the need for a 

party is to use the lessons of the past experience. We can look to pre­

vious stages and periods of struggle and focus on the role of conscious, 

organized formations,i.e., weigh the gains achieved by those formations 

against what was or wasn't achieved by the unconscious and unorganized 

masses. In this way we'd see the advantag~s in having and organixed 

vanguard; We'd also focus on how the conscious and organised formations 

were able to accomplish their goals(i.e.,their thought,organizational 

structure,and manner of practice),why and how internal factors contri­

buted to their ability or inability to accomplish their goals, and why 

practically all past formations were short-lived. 

Let's make make a· few quick points on what a party is and why we need ...... __ _ 

-, 

one,then move to other quick points on certain elements of the party-

building process,as seen from our perspective. 

A revolutionary party is the ideal organizatinal form for repre­

senting and realizing the interests of revolutionary classes and op­

opressed nations seeking indepedence and socialism. With some qualifica­

tion, Lenin can be quoted on this point: 

"In a s6ciety based upon class divisions, the struggle. between 
the hostile classes is bound, at a certain stage of it's 
development, to become a political struggle.The most purpose­
ful, most comprehensive and specific expression of the poli­
tical struggle of classes is the struggle of parties." 

We mention the need for qualifying the above {the need for some:·'. 

re-orientation) because New Afrikans aren't merely conducting struggle 

in our own society,i.e. the haves against the have nots, or the New 
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interests. For example, the best way to end colonial violence is to liberate 

the nation--not by asking the oppressor to appoint a special prosecutor or to 

integrate the police force. By pursuing the latter courses 'Ne 're in fact, as 

Malcolm. \\Ould say, trying to crawl back on the plantation, rather than 

struggle for ·genuine national liberation. And, even though the best. .. Jw.ay t.o.-·· '-. 

end colonial violence is a long range goal, it's one that 'Ne must keep out 

front as 'Ne struggle from day-to-day; this keeps us from getting diverted, 

it' s how 'Ne raise consciousness and help the people learn from their own- -
experiences, since the lessons don't just fall from the sky. 

The party is the highest expression of 

the nation and of it 's vanguard class, 

willingness and their ability to organize, 

when it organizes, it becanes a 

self-consciousness and self-organization. 

the revolutionary consciousness of 

and a graphic example of their 

i.e., the party IS the people, and 

manifestation of the people's 

The organized vanguard party also becanes a manifestation of the unity of 

the inmense and varied resource of the peop~.e, i.e. , the composition of the 

party includes representatives of all the nations classes and strata, all 

seeking to satisfy their particular and general interests. The unified and 

active party demonstrates the people skill ~q coordinating and executing camp­

lex and diverse forms of struggle in all spheres of social life. 

The party is the ideal people's instrurrent for seizing and securing 

state (political) power. In the struggle against the u. s. empire, in the 

New Afrikan struggle for national independence and socialist developrrent, 'Ne 

must forge 'Neapons that are capable of helping us satisfy our needs. We need 

to end the domination of the nation by an oppressive settler-colonial state, 

and to establish a new independent state power of our own. The revolutionary 

party is the instrument most suited for the accomplishment of this task: 

.•. What few people realize is that until 1917 Lenin rarely addressed 
himself to a mass audience, either in writing or speaking, nor: .:.9-PP~­
eared on the public pla'Efonn. Instea9, he concentrated his ·extra.:.. 
ordinary abilities and energies on the task which he had concluded 
was decisive to the success of the Russiru! Revolution; the building 
of an apparatusof dediC9.-ted, discipJ..i_ned revolutionists to lead the 
masses in the struggle for ... ·power. 

For the revolutionary movements developing today in every country, 
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We need a party because the national liberation struggle can't be regenerated 

in a spontaneous m:mner, nor can it maintain its continuity without the structure 

and coordinated activity of a revolutionary party. 

Re.latedly, this role of the party can't be perfonred until the conscious and 

cormri tted section of the people that will beccrre the party, abandon what Lenin 

called "aristocratic a.nai'chism", i.e., ideological confusion and organizational 

segmentation or "tribalism". Ip this respect, Lenin chara(!_terization of the 

party as 'the sum total ·of diversified organizations' can be instructive. Rather 

than continuing to exist as a dis-united or loose federation of "circles," 

"collectives," or "tribes" linked by little more than a system of general beliefs 

~.g.;. the_! need. for :armed . .struggle),- the -}:ruJy _serfous uni.+:e on the basis of 

ideological clarity and organizational discipline and division of labor. 
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